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Rivals and Friends on the
Same Track

By Betsy Judge

Ice Box is a cosThey skate hard, hit
metologist and prehard and fall hard, and if
school teacher from
you think the full contact
Clearwater. She saw a
sport of roller derby is a
bout promoted on
relic, think again.
Facebook. It was on
Not only is roller
St. Patrick’s Day in
derby alive and well in St.
2016. “And I joined
Pete; but because doing it
two days later,” says
on a flat track is too tame
the former street
for the members of the
rollerblader.
Deadly Rival Roller
Susie Perez from
Derby Team, they do it
St. Pete is a pharmacy
on the only banked track
in Florida and one of A Jammer (red helmet) races around the track to score tech by day, a reliafter making it through the opposing team’s blockers.
gious educator on
only ten in the U.S.
Jammers wear a “panty” with a star over their helmets
Sundays, a student
With team names like
designating them as the teams’ scoring player.
working on her RN
Princess Slaya, Suzie B.
and
in her spare time
Catastrophe, Ice Box and Murder Ride, the women
she is Suzie B. Catastrophe. She says her best friend
who play at the Slayground in St. Pete, have extremesent her “Whip It,” the 2009 movie about roller
ly varied backgrounds.
derby,
and she was hooked.
Loren Yancey is the director of operations for
“I started in Tampa with a flat track team 10 years
Tampa Bay Food Trucks. The Treasure Island resiago then I moved to Deadly Rival when it was still a
dent was a semi-professional dancer in New York
flat track team.”
before moving here.
The banked track is courtesy of what she calls
“I started researching them a year before I startthe “wizardry of Murder,” Tricia Carney-Wells aka
ed,” says Slaya, their designated PR person. She was
Murder Ride and owner of the league. “She worked
worried about injuries, “but I missed being part of a
hard to find the banked track for us.” Murder purteam; I missed the camaraderie.”
chased it from Reno Nevada and paid to have it
A little over a year ago, she participated in one of
moved. Today they call it the BLT, the biggest little
their monthly recruitment nights where potential
track
that came from the biggest little city in the world.
players use loaner gear to see if the sport is for them.
Despite her name, Murder Ride has a contagious
She liked it, took the name Princess Slaya and
giggle.
She started on a flat track about 13 years ago
became fresh meat–a rookie.
in
Tampa.
When it became too difficult to make
It took her about six weeks to get through fresh
practices there, the litigation paralegal from St. Pete
meat training and into advanced fresh meat, another
started Deadly Rival here.
six months to get to the league, and another few
months before she was ready to bout–play a game.
DERBY continued on page 8

PHOTO
OF THE
MONTH
Photograph by: Peter Clark, Tierra Verde, FL
“Eye on the prize!” Magnificent osprey taken while kayaking the
Northern Shell Key Preserve area.

Participants are allowed to submit one photo per month by the 10th of the month
for the next contest. Submit to: info@theislandreporter.com

Volume 15 numbeR 4

Rick’s Reef

Stellar
Reviews Drive
Performance
By TIR Staff
Five star reviews is what motivates Tyler Hipsley
and the staff at Rick’s Reef in St. Pete Beach,
“Where old world Florida meets new world taste!”
“I push my staff, and I make sure they are given
a little incentive to give perfect service, I make sure
my kitchen staff is giving 100 percent and food
comes out perfect every time,” says Tyler, the general manager.

Photos like this from Rick’s Reef’s Facebook page
captures the fun atmosphere at the local eatery.

It seems to be working. While there are some
critical reviews particularly when they first took
over in 2016, as of press time they were rated 4.5
stars on TripAdvisor, 4 stars on Yelp and 4.6 stars on
Facebook.
And he engages with reviewers. “I always I try to
respond, as best as I can, to every comment,
whether it’s positive or negative.”
Why Rick’s Reef? “For something different; we
wanted something more local … more laid-back,
more casual,” he responds.
“FRESH FOOD NOT FAST FOOD” jumps
off a sign on the wall. “Everything is made fresh
here–we don’t have microwaves; we don't have
heat lamps,” he says. What he does promise is
“phenomenal burgers,” “fish tacos which are amazing” and “great lobster mac & cheese.”
They have redecorated, upgraded some recipes
and added other menu items for more variety. “We
get a lot of great feedback.”
Getting locals in initially was a challenge and
they are often surprised by the food. “One guy told
me, ‘I lived here 10 years and walked by every day.
I thought it was a bar and never realizer they had
food.’ We have breakfast, lunch and dinner,” Tyler
says, “and they are amazed at our breakfast.”
That menu includes 11 types of “Eggs BenAddiction” and 8 different omelettes. On the weekends patrons may wash it down with endless
mimosas or Sangria, or something from the Bloody
RICK’S continued on page 5
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Beverage Beat

A Rosé by Any Other Name…
By Ellen L. Capitosti
As we gently slip-slide our way toward the heatwave we lovingly refer to as “summer,” let us not
allow these delicate spring days to pass by without
partaking of the beautifully hued levels of dryness
and styles that make up rosé wine.
Rosé is the French word for pink; however, if
the wine hails from Portugal or Spain, it is called
rosado. If it began life in Italy, it is known as
rosato. All the same word in any language which
sum up the beautiful springtime essence that is
rosé wine.
The color, although basically pink, can range
from a pale straw pink, to true pink, to a more
orangey-pink. This is due to the types of grapes
from which the rosé is derived. Since grapes with
red skin have a white flesh, it is the process of
allowing the lightly crushed grapes to macerate in
their skins which produces the color. The color is
also dependent on the amount of time the skins

spend in contact with the wine. The longer the
maceration, the darker the wine. This time in the
tannins also allows the rosé to take on the more
distinctively tannic characteristics found in red
wines made from that type of grape. For example,
a rosé made from the grape of the Malbec, will not
only be a darker color, but a little spicy, as well.
Rosé also lends itself well to pairing with
lighter, springtime fare because it can range from
fruity and floral when made in Provence or from
a pinot, to semi sweet when made from vin gris or
garnacha rosado, to dry from cabernet franc or
Loire rosé. When pairing a dry rosé with food,
think of foods that pair well with crisp dry white
wines such as grilled fish, shellfish, and light pastas or goat cheese. A fruity rosé is not above a
good old-fashioned barbecue and pairs well with
other spicy foods, even curry.
Rosé is not only available as a still wine, but

sparkling and Champagne. The sparkling variety
is paired similarly to other sparklings and
Champagnes. The weightier vintage rosé
Champagne is even able to hold its own when
paired with grilled or roasted game birds.
Two lovely rosés to try are the King Estate’s
Acrobat Rosé 2014 and Hacienda de Arinzano
Rosé 2014. The Acrobat Rosé 2014 has supple
fruit flavors at the entrance, fresh acid which
brings out the citrus, and spice and floral notes are
carried throughout. The Hacienda de Arinzano
2014 is made from the tempranillo grape and its
most notable characteristics are velvety and harmonious, refined, elegant, and expressive.
So, don’t be afraid of a pink wine and let that
deter you from adding it to your springtime buffet. There is a rosé out there for every palate!
Ellen Capitosti is the owner of Tostis Spirits &
Fine Wines.

Experience the Businesses
of Tierra Verde
CAC1818357
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From the Publisher
By Betsy Judge
With this issue of The Island Reporter we are
expanding our distribution area to reach east of
I-275 adjacent to the Skyway Marina District including portions of Lakewood Estates and Pinellas
Point. This will include about 3,000 residences and
businesses that many of our southeastern advertisers have expressed an interest in reaching for quite
some time. We have been impressed with the energy and excitement we see among the business owners in the area and the level of support and encouragement that is being offered by the City of St.
Petersburg and the Skyway Marina District
Association (SMDA). We are proud to be a new
member of the SMDA and look forward to participating and promoting their meetings and events.
This issue is also the debut of our front page
business feature which is sponsored content often
referred to as native advertising. Our staff writes the
story based on interviews like any other article in the
paper; the exception is that the sponsor is given an
opportunity to review it before publication and pays

for the space. We pride ourselves on our stories and
have avoided sponsored content; but it makes marketing sense and it will always be identified as such.
I really enjoyed talking to the ladies of Deadly
Rival. I didn’t know roller derby still existed until I
saw it promoted at The Wheelhouse restaurant.
I was amazed at the diverse backgrounds of the
women on the team and the support they get from
family, friends and volunteers. It is truly something
to experience. Check them out on Apr. 28.
There are a number of great events coming up
this month including the 8th Annual Salute to
the Military and First Responders at Horan Park
in St. Pete Beach on Apr. 14. This event began as
a pancake breakfast at the Hurricane Restaurant in
Pass-a-Grille hosted by the Veterans of South
Pinellas County. Over the years it has morphed to
the current one-day festival and car show.
Proceeds go directly to help local veterans. Hope
to see you there.
Happy April and don’t forget those taxes.
WPC waterproof flooring is so easy to install, you can make
over any room in just a few hours. There is no lengthy prep time
and you can install it over existing vinyl or tile With no adhesives
or mortars to dry, you can enjoy your new floor immediately.

WPC floors are the perfect solution for uneven subfloors. Fast
5g locking technology secures the planks together and beautifully
hides minor subfloor irregularities and can be installed with no
assimilation time. This waterproof flooring is comprised of thick,
sturdy planks integrated with a rigid composite waterproof core.

Imagine waterproof flooring with
authentic looking hardwood and stone
appearances. Beautiful waterproof
flooring for living and dining rooms,
By adding a thin water proof under pad, you can gain a
bathrooms, kitchen, bedrooms and
cushioned
feel for comfort instead of rigid tile floors. Padding is
beyond—no area is off limits. Bring
engineered
to reduce sound and compensate for slight subfloor
the beauty of natural hardwood or
irregularities.
stone to any room in your home with our original CoreMax Plank
or tile waterproof flooring. WPC waterproof flooring is available
WPC is the Right choice for today’s living. Residential
in striking array of hardwood colors and designs.
applications have a lifetime warranty and commercial
WPC floors will not crack, shrink, discolor or be damaged by applications have a 10-year warranty.
moisture. Whatever your house hold challenges may be, our WPC
floors collections deliver water proof flooring with
commercial grade durability at an affordable price. WPC floors
can be installed throughout your home. Its unique construction
has thicker, enhanced urethane coating that resists
scratches, stains and wear. Clean up is a breeze.

Woody’s Kitchens & More.. Has a wide variety of options and
over 150 colors in their showroom at 4737 34th Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33711.
We are Open Monday - Friday, 10a.m. - 5 p. m. Saturdays by
appointment only. For directions, call 727-864-4819

Skyway Marina District Spring Events
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Mary Bar with more than 20 different mixes,
20 toppings and a pick of any vodka including
their own infused vodkas.
He credits Hurricane Irma for some of their
local following. “We were one of the only spots
open on the beach, so everybody came here…
And they’ve been coming back ever since.
It’s nice.”

Rick’s Reef breakfast patrons may choose from
11 types of Benedict, 8 omelettes along with
a variety of other breakfast items. They also
have endless mimosas or Sangria, and an
extensive Bloody Mary Bar on weekends.

General Manager Tyler Hipsley promised
that their fish tacos are “amazing.” They are
made with fresh Mahi and served with a side.
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They want to be considered family friendly
too. They’ve added a number of games including
Wallhooky®, giant jenga and corn toss. “I want
this to be for families. We’ve got games out there
and would love to have kids; it’s definitely enjoyable for everybody.” Pets are also welcome on
their covered outdoor deck.
He is effervescent in his praise for the staff and
says they do a great job of handling parties as large
as 40 people while taking equally good care of
everyone else.
“Our food is outstanding, our reviews are great,
our service is great, and
we’ve got some great folks
back there,” he says nodding toward the kitchen.
“We have a clean restaurant, and we also have a
very fun staff.”
For more information
go to www.ricksreefstpetebeach.com or stop by at
6712 Gulf Blvd.
This is sponsored content.
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Luxury Waterfront Living

/FX4JOHMF'BNJMZ)PNFT

7JMMBT/FX3FTBMFT

Discover the luxury of Marina Bay, a magnificent master-planned waterfront community
featuring a wide selection of villas, single-family estate homes and low-rise condominiums.
Almost 60 acres of resort-style living overlooking breathtaking Boca Ciega Bay!
t &YDFQUJPOBMRVBMJUZ NBTPOSZDPOTUSVDUJPO MVYVSZGFBUVSFTBOEPVUTUBOEJOHDPOUFNQPSBSZEFTJHO

t Elevated construction for reduced flood insurance premiums.
t8IPMFIPVTFOBUVSBMHBTHFOFSBUPSBWBJMBCMFJOFWFSZOFXVOJUXJUIBVUPNBUJDUSBOTGFSTXJUDI
t"MMMJWJOHTQBDFJTPOone-levelXJUIQSJWBUFFMFWBUPSGSPNHBSBHFCFMPX
t$MVCIPVTFXJUITUBUFPGUIFBSUëUOFTTDFOUFS HFPUIFSNBMIFBUFEQPPM TQB EBZEPDLBOEëTIJOHQJFS
tMPNFOUTUPXPSMEDMBTTCFBDIFTBOENJOVUFTUPEPXOUPXO4U1FUFSTCVSH 5BNQBBOE4BSBTPUB
t%FFQXBUFSCPBUTMJQToOPCSJEHFTUP(Vlf of Mexico.
t(BUFE FYDMVTJWF JODSFEJCMZBDDFTTJCMF

$PNNVOJUZ$MVCIPVTF

Financing Available

727-906-3300

Sunchase Realty, LLC

4BMFT$FOUFS0QFO.PO4BUt4VO/PPO

www.MarinaBayStPete.com

Building #1 Sold Out
Now Selling Building #2

From the $400’s to over $2 million
Broker participation welcome. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change
without notice. Offer void where prohibited by law.

Sales Center: 4 Franklin Court S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
On Pinellas Bayway, just west of Eckerd College
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Tax Return Preparation
Let us prepare your
Federal & State Income Taxes
Business & Personal Tax Returns
Prior Year & Amended Returns.
Tax Prep since 1987

Save $20 With This Ad

Call for an Appointment

KOKOMO
Salon and Spa

Full
Service
Salon
Color/Cut/Style - $65
Cut n’ Style - $35
Men’s Haircut - $15
Pedicure $ 35
Gel Manicure $ 25

727-867-1925

$5 Off

with this Ad
First Time
Guests Only
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4915 34 St. S. • St. Petersburg

Pride & Joy

Brick By Brick
By Jackie Minniti
Florida was granted statehood, to handle the
Most Floridians are familiar with the iconic
increased commerce in the Gulf of Mexico.
St. Augustine Lighthouse, but St. Petersburg resiConstructed of brick, concrete and iron, the
dents might be surprised to learn they have their
original structure
own historic lighthad to be dismanhouse much closer to
tled ten years later
home. And if it’s up
because of storm
to Richard Sanchez,
damage. A second
the lighthouse on
tower was conEgmont Key will
structed that stood
someday be as well87-feet tall and had
known as its norththree-foot thick
eastern
neighbor.
brick walls. While
Richard, president of
this
lighthouse
the Egmont Key
withstood over 150
Alliance (EKA), has
years of assaults by
come up with a way
Mother Nature, the
to raise part of the
lamp house was
$1.2 million needed
eventually removed
to restore this local
and replaced with
treasure to its former
Richard Sanchez, president of the Egmont Key Alliance,
an
automated beaglory by offering
holds a commemorative brick that fans of the lighthouse
con light. This has
everyone an opporon Egmont Key may purchase to remember a person
or event whatever the circumstances. The money raised
since been updated
tunity to become a
will go toward a $1.2 million restoration project.
to an LED strobe
part of history.
that flashes every
“There’s some15 seconds. In November 2008, the lighthouse
thing fascinating and romantic about lighthouswas given a new coat of paint to celebrate its
es,” Richard says. “They’re a throwback to a
150th birthday. In 2013, restoration began on
bygone time when they were navigation aids and
the lens pedestal.
were important to the development of an area.
One of the biggest expenses involved in
We were looking for a way to connect our comrestoration is replacing the original building
munity and the lighthouse. We’d seen commemmaterials. “Since steel didn’t exist in 1888, the
orative brick programs in so many places, so we
lighthouse was made with cast iron,” Richard
decided to do what these other organizations
explains. “All the pieces will need to be recast.
have done.” Richard uses “commemorative”
There’s a man in St. Pete who does this, but it’s
rather than “memorial” to describe the bricks so
expensive. And eventually we want to put the
that someone could remember a person or event
original top back on.” This will restore the lightwhatever the circumstances.
house to its original appearance.
The bricks sell for $50 (4”x8”) or $100 (8”x8”)
Despite the cost and complexity of the projand are laser-engraved, fade resistant and guaranect, Richard believes it is worth the investment.
teed for life. They will be placed in the patio area
“The Egmont Key Lighthouse is something
north of the Coast Guard flagpole. “We’ve gotunique to the area,” he says. “Of Florida’s 29
ten a good response from organizations like the
lighthouses, ours is one of only 20 accessible to
Tierra Verde Business Partnership and individuthe public. It could become a symbol of Tampa
als from all over the country,” Richard says.
Bay. It’s seen so much of Florida’s history, and
“Some are poignant, honoring the loss of a famit’s still there, after all these years, doing pretty
ily member, some have been funny, like the one
much what it’s been doing all along.”
from a volunteer who liked gopher tortoises that
reads ‘Old Gophers Rule.’ Each brick tells its
For more information or to purchase a comown story.”
memorative brick, go to www.egmontkey.info.
Scroll down to D ONATE and click
The 76-foot lighthouse was first built on
“Commemorative Bricks.”
Egmont Key in 1847-48, only 27 years after

follow us!

www.theislandreporter.com
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For Fun, Try Something
Minor
By The Old Professor
As I write spring training for the boys of summer is under way. The talk is about the major leaguers. Who can throw fast? Who will make the
team? Who may have a good year? Who will be
traded? Or, maybe who won’t?
But I like minor league games. The guys trying
to make it to “The Show” try a little harder.
They’re not yet prima donnas. With an average
salary of nearly $4 million plus $100 per day for
meals, big leaguers expect to be pampered, and
they are. They become celebrities. Minor leaguers
fare less well. A Triple-A player may make $2,500
per month with $25 for meals, and he may not be
paid during the off season. A salary jump to
$4 million is a powerful incentive.
When the old St. Petersburg Pelicans played,
from my window I could see the scoreboard and
the field except for the pitcher’s mound and home
plate. What happened there I could only guess. If
it looked like an interesting score I would slip into
the stands for the last few innings. When the Ybor
City Rays play ball, maybe the Pelicans will return.
Minor league teams really work to make the
games fun. I attended one game in a northern city
where local haircutters were offering 50¢ cuts. At
another hot dogs were almost free. At one I saw
early teens racing by running inside giant clear
plastic balls. It’s no surprise that baseball cards,
kid’s back packs, and bobble heads are given out,
but one team gave away toilet seat cushions. It was
a follow up to the plungers they had given away
the year before. What do you suppose they’ll have
this year? On “Prostate Cancer Awareness Night,”
one team gave 1,000 men big foam fingers.

Thanks a lot! Another had a motorcycle rider
jump through a ring of fire. A squirrel rode a zip
line at one game.
On “Redneck Night” one club gave away
mason jars along with prizes for the best mullet
and the dirtiest truck. Redneck sushi, rice and
spam, was served at the concession stand. For
“Field of Dreams Night” the Portland Red Sox had
their team wearing throwback jerseys and enter
through a makeshift cornfield. Between innings
fans were permitted to rest their heads on the
bases–to dream I guess.
Our local minor league teams will have promotions. The Dunedin Blue Jays will give away hockey pucks on Canada Day, and a dual bobble honoring a father and son who both played for the
team. Suppose it will have two heads a bobbing?
Beer, bacon, and fireworks night has appeal. The
Clearwater Threshers will be big on dogs: $2 hot
dogs one night, $6 dog tickets another to kick off
the dog days of summer. Is Fido a fan? Tom Jones
of the Tampa Bay Times says Spectrum Stadium
has the best Philly Cheesesteak sandwich! On
opening night with the Threshers the Blue Jays
will give away magnets. What an attraction!
Rays tickets start at $20 and go up to $250.
Imagine what that means for a dad who wants to
take his wife and two kids to a ball game. With eats
and parking he can easily drop $125.
But minor league tickets cost less. Clearwater
Threshers tix start at $6. Dad can take the family
and get by for lots less. If you’re a senior you’ll get
all 10 Wednesday night games for $25, plus free

NEW LOCATION • NEW ISLAND GRILLE
SAME GREAT FOOD & SERVICE
INDOOR-OUTDOOR BAR

- 125 SEATS OUTSIDE
- LOUNGE AREAS
- VIEW OF THE GRAND CANAL

DOCK AND DINE
PUPPY FRIENDLY
3 OYSTER SHUCKING STATIONS
LIVE MUSIC DAILY
GREAT, CASUAL ISLAND ATMOSPHERE

PROFESSOR continued on page 10

Daily Specials

Happy Hour: Open - 6 p.m.
Early Bird: 3 - 6 p.m. • 75¢ Oysters: 4 - 6 p.m.

Weekly Specials - Dine In Only

Mon: 1 lb. Snow Crab w/fries & coleslaw – mkt
Tue: $.75 Oysters All Day
Wed: BBQ Blowout w/different BBQ Specials – $18
(after 4 p.m. only)

Thur: 10 oz. Prime Rib Special (after 4 p.m. only)
210 Madonna Blvd., Tierra Verde
727-767-0020. • www.theislandrawbar.com
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“When I did it, I said I intended to bring a
banked track here because nobody had one. Four
years later I found the track…and then the space.”
She won’t say what the track cost her, “But it was
expensive, and…it was expensive getting it here.”
The desire to play on the only banked track in
the region prompts players to drive from as far
away as Daytona, Orlando and Ocala.
For a bout, each team has five players skating
simultaneously on the track counterclockwise.
One skater is the designated scorer called the jammer. She wears a “panty,” a helmet cover with a
star. The other four are blockers; one blocker may
be designated the pivot identified by a stripped
panty. Pivots are blockers allowed to become a
jammer in the course of play.
A whistle commences the jam which is 60 seconds or less. When a jammer makes it past the
opposing team once, each additional pass is a
point. Blockers use body contact, changing positions, and other tactics to assist their jammer while
hindering the opposing team’s jammer. The bouts
consists of four, 15 minute quarters with a
15 minute halftime break. After the game the team
heads to The Wheelhouse bar and restaurant on
Central Avenue for an after party.
Players have to practice a certain amount time
between bouts in order to play. There are designated practice nights Monday through Thursday and
Saturday mornings based on the level of the player.
Players are encouraged to practice beyond their designated period. Murder says their injury rate is fairly
low and attributes that to getting enough practice.
They have a travel team that plays away games
against other banked track leagues.

On a cool night in
late February, Deadly
Rival players qualified
and available to bout
are divided into two
teams of 11 players
each. Shortly after the
doors open at 5:30 p.m.
there is a party atmosphere as players, volunteers, families and fans
file into the facility.
Some of the massive
rolling side doors are
open and a band plays
in the corner. Beer and
wine is complementary
(tips appreciated) thanks
to sponsors like Florida
Orange Groves Winery.
Herring’s Catch food
truck has a variety of
fried shrimp and chicken, and “DRRD-Y Girl
merchandise is for sale.
Tickets for the bouts
are $15 for adults, $8 for kids, and fans may opt to
put out $40 for one of four “VIP” seats.
Ticket sales helps with expenses like track maintenance and members pay dues. “We’re not a nonprofit,” explains Slaya, “but we raise money to keep us
afloat because we’re a bootstrap operation.”
The players begin to warm-up at 6:30 and,
after singing the National Anthem, the bout
begins at 7 p.m.

Players, coaches and fans stand for the
singing of the national anthem
before the bout.

The player in the striped panty is the pivot,
a blocker who can become a jammer and score if
she is passed the star panty by the jammer.
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During practice players warm up individually
then work on communicating on the track.
They yell, “high” or “low” as the last skater
passes by letting skaters ahead know if she is
coming by above or below them. Loren Yancey,
aka Princess Slaya (bottom left) uses the floor of
the Skaters Choice Skate Shop at the Slaygrounds
to illustrate a play.

Cheryl Mitchell (Kitten’s Got Claws) is the oldest on the team at 56. They have three more players in their 50s and the youngest is 19. Mr. Kitten,
the travel team coach and a trainer, is one of the
referees for the bout.

“It’s an amazing experience,” says Mr. Kitten, “it’s
a lot of fun to play, to watch, to coach and to ref.”
They are not the only family at the track.
RoJo (aka Revolver) is a skater and a ref, her
daughter, Sirena Sprocket, skates; her brother,
who goes by Charleston Chew and teaches free
swing dance at Sundial, often entertains at half
time, and her husband is a volunteer for every
bout. Ro Jo says, “It’s a family affair.”
When the team is not practicing, playing a
bout, or holding down their day jobs, they support a number of local charities including
CASA, Clothes To Kids and several animal rescue organizations.
They play to win on the track, but there is
fellowship everywhere. “That’s another great
thing about our league,” says Slaya, “is the
camaraderie, not only being involved in the
community, but the friendships that we have,
and how amazing these women are off the track.”
Their next bout is Apr. 28 against South Side
Roller Derby from Houston. For more information go to www.deadlyrivalrollerderby.com.
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Encouraging Words

The Art of Being Kind
By Dennis Merritt Jones
So many gods, so many creeds,
So many paths that wind and wind,
While just the art of being kind
Is all the sad world needs.
~ Ella Wheeler Wilcox
I have recently been witnessing in my own life
how powerful and fun an act of kindness can be.
I take my garbage cans to the curb on Sunday
night because the trash collectors come early on
Monday. For the past few months when I go out
on Monday to put the cans back alongside my
house, they are not there. Someone has mysteriously and very stealthily moved them back. Now,
I have heard about people in the drive-through
paying for someone else’s coffee, or another’s fare
at a toll booth, but never have I heard of acts of
“trash can kindness!” I suspect it is one of my
neighbors and it’s really got my attention. What
his or her motivation is I don’t know, but I am
interpreting it as a generous and selfless act of
kindness. There is something very empowering
about extending kindness to others, especially
when done anonymously.
This simple act of kindness has me thinking a
lot about how human beings coexist, not just as
neighbors, but as passengers on this ever-shrinking “spaceship called planet earth” as referred to
by Buckminster Fuller. Our differences are so vast
in so many ways. Between cultural values and traditions, nationalities, religions, politics, etc., we
can feel very isolated at times. Kindness can be
the bridge that connects us because it is something to which every human being can relate. An
act of kindness is easily understood and can supersede any language, religious or cultural gap.
Kindness can be thought of as a universal language we all can speak--with actions.
The ancient philosopher Philo of Alexandria
(20 AD - 50 AD) said, “Be kind, for everyone you
meet is fighting a hard battle.” It seems some
things in the human realm never change. Times
have never been tougher than they are right now
for the majority of people, and the “normal” ten-

dency in tough times may be to withdraw from
others because we are so consumed by our own
fears, concerns and problems. However, when we
withdraw, that’s when a sense of isolation comes
flooding in. And, yet, if we think about it, a simple act of kindness to another can instantly reconnect them to life in ways we may never know. Just
think about that. Your act of kindness could be
the bridge that another needs at that moment to
get them through the day. And, irrespective of the
simplicity of the act you may think you are
extending to others, universally speaking, there's
no such thing as a small act of kindness. Every act
of kindness creates a ripple effect which reaches
out far beyond the act. That’s the empowering
thing about kindness--when we receive kindness
we are naturally inspired to extend it to others.
Perhaps Ella Wheeler Wilcox was right. The
world needs more kindness, but with whom and
where does it begin? Perhaps by practicing the art
of being kind you might just be the one to change
the world. It could be while standing in line at the
grocery store by inviting the person behind you to
go ahead of you. It might be by holding a door
open for someone. It could be as simple as a welcoming smile...or, if you really want to see your
neighbor go a bit batty, try the stealth “trash can
kindness” maneuver.
Any way you slice it, a deeper experience of
kindness is what we all inherently desire. We are
hardwired for kindness because it is in our spiritual DNA to treat one another with reverence and
loving kindness. We just have to be mindful of the
spiritual beings we really are and the acts of kindness will follow naturally with grace and ease, not
because we should be kind, but because we can.
To this end I close with one of my favorite quotes
by the Dalai Lama: “This is my simple religion.
There is no need for temples; no need for complicated philosophy. Our own brain, our own heart
is our temple; the philosophy is kindness.”
I rather like that philosophy. How about you?
Copyright © 2018 - DMJ Presentations
www.DennisMerrittJones.com
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parking, a sun shade, and a seat cushion.
So don’t forget the big league stars, but for an
inexpensive evening where having fun is the order
of the night, try a minor league game. Our two
Pinellas County teams, The Blue Jays and the

Threshers, open their seasons on Apr. 5.
Who knows? If a magnet isn’t enough maybe
they’ll surprise you with a toilet seat cushion.
Struck out by David H. Smith, Ph.D., retired
professor

GOLF THE MOC!
Tee off on this newly renovated championship course
featuring tifeagle greens, celebration Bermuda fairways
and tees. Experience why the MOC is becoming "One
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Open to the public • Call for Tee Times (941) 723-0500 or book online at
GolfTheMoc.com • Located just seconds off of I-75 and I-275 in Palmetto at
exit 229 • Just 20 minutes from St. Pete. Closest course in Manatee County.
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Chateau Tower Goes Green
By TIR Staff
The residents of Chateau Tower in S. Pasadena are
green; or they can be green if they care to participate
in their condo association’s new recycling program.
It took a committee of three dedicated residents, Diana Schwartz, Jennie Cheeks and Ken
Eidel, more than six months to research and make
recommendations after a resident was inspired by
a May article in the Gabber about Golfview
Condominiums going greens thanks to a law student at Stetson.
“It was a grassroots effort,” says Mike Reskey, a
member of the association’s board of directors.
“People in the building were interested, and the
board just supported their efforts. They pretty
much brought it together, came up with the
thoughts on what we could do, and it worked out
pretty darn well. Of course anything in a condo
association takes a little while, and it was a little
slower than we would’ve liked.”
“The committee brought it up at a board meeting,” says Schwarz, “and Dan Walker (board president) said, ‘Okay you, the committee, check it
out.’ We worked for the rest of the year researching all the companies who would service this area.
We found that about half of them didn’t service
South Pasadena.” It boiled down to two companies that provided bins and they went with Waste
Management (WM).
“We took another month and did some prerollout activities and an email blast and we were
ready to roll out Mar. 3,” adds Schwartz.

With Us, You Pay NO Realtor Commissions or Fees!
We Will Pay All Closing Costs!

• We Buy in “As Is Condition”
• No Need For Repairs
• Any Situation
• We Buy All Price Ranges
• No Need to Show Your Home
Over & Over to Get it Sold
• No Deals Falling Through
Due to Finance Issues

• Close When You Want!
• No More Uncertainty
• Landlords - No More
Bad Tenants
• Moving Assistance
Available
• Over 30 Years Experience

Call Today For A Fair, No Hassle, No Obligation Offer!
A representative from Waste Management
talks with residents of Chateau Tower about
what his company accepts and doesn’t accept for
recycling. Their condo association recently
opted to offer recycling to their residents.
TIR staff photo.

They were surprised that WM doesn’t take
glass and are also concerned that some people
may not rinse their containers, but those involved
say they are happy about the progress. In keeping
with their green theme, they also have the Haz-toGo on the grounds from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
May 5 for residents to dispose of any hazardous
material such as paint and florescent light bulbs.
Recycle companies and facilities have different
requirements in terms of what they accept.
Acceptable recycle items for WM, Progressive and
the City of St. Petersburg are available at
www.theislandreporter.com under this story.
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Bayway Residents Briefed on
Sewer System Plans
By Bill Blazowski
In early March, St. Petersburg city officials
briefed members of the Alliance for Bayway
Communities (ABC) and the Academy of
Senior Professionals at Eckerd College on their
plans to improve and maintain the wastewater
system in the wake of spills on the Pinellas
Bayway in 2015 and subsequent larger spills in
other parts of the city.
Public Works Administrator Claude Tankersley
and Leisha Pica of Jacobs Engineering, program
manager for development of a long-range master
plan, conducted the town hall-style meeting to
educate residents on the system which includes
950 miles of city-owned pipe (1,800 miles when

resident-owned pipes are included) and three
treatment plants.
During periods of very heavy rain, leakage
through cracks in underground pipes and aboveground water permeating manholes and other
openings substantially increases flow into the
plants–up to six or more times the amount of
actual sewage according to recent measurements.
There is ongoing maintenance to repair known
leaks, but the primary effort has been expanding
the total capacity of the plants to handle the
increased flow during major weather events. In
PLANS continued on page 14
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Music Fills the Air at Beach Goes Pop
By Sally G. Yoder
On Apr. 21 a traditional sound of music will fill
the air in Pass-a-Grille as Beach Goes Pop celebrates its 28th year of bringing live music, food
and a wonderful evening to the beach.
The tradition began in 1991 when the St. Pete
Beach Chamber of Commerce was looking for a
fundraiser and Beach Goes Pop literally “popped
up” to their rescue. The concert event was held on
the pavilion area between 9th and 10th Avenues
and featured the Florida Orchestra and a formal
catered dinner with the tables selling out at $100
per person. The streets were blocked off, people
brought chairs, blankets and food sitting anywhere
including the beach to enjoy the music as did the
many boaters anchoring off shore.
Over the years local names like Millard
Gamble, Gregg Nicklaus, Mark Robichaux, Jay
Anderson and Steve Guarcello along with the City
of St. Pete Beach have come forth as organizers. As
the concerts grew through years, the Pass-a-Grille
Community Association joined with the Vina Del
Mar Association to take over the event. They
added Friday night jazz and 10 food vendors.
Saturday night continued to be the formal dinner

Residents and visitors fill the streets of
Pass-a-Grille between 9th and 10th Avenues
for an earlier Beach Goes Pops.

while the food vendors and beer
trucks worked both nights.
Local organizations like the
Pinellas Marine Institute, the Gulf
Beaches Historical Museum, Paul
Newmans Over the Hill Gang and
All Children’s Hospital were some
of the recipients of funds raised by
the event.
With the recession and road
construction, the event has been
narrowed to Saturday from noon
to 10:30 pm. Vendors will be selling beer and wine, there is dinner
in the “Chillin Lounge” area as
well as table seating at sponsored
tables, and Taco Ladies and Surf
and Turf food trucks will be on
hand.
Pieces of Woodstock will start
the entertainment at 3 p.m. at the
beachside pavilion. The 18-piece
jazz band the TomKats take the
stage from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
followed by Alter Eagles from
8 - 10:30 pm.
Streets will be blocked off as
always for Pops. Bring a blanket,
or chairs to sit on the beach or on
grass in the park. Dance if you
like or just sit and enjoy the causal
setting, friends and the sunset. An
earlier starting time allows for a
This year’s Beach Goes Pops is Apr. 21 from noon - 10:30 in Pass-a-Grille.
casual time at the beach, grab a
Three bands will entertain event-goers including “Alter Eagles.”
snack and end the day listening to
There will also be food and beer vendors and a Chillounge Dinner.
good music. Proceeds benefit All
Children’s Hospital.
which confirms how deeply the community
Beach Goes Pop is a total community effort
remains committed.
which has been supported for 27 years by
More information, tickets or to become
hundreds of volunteers, sponsors and supporters
a sponsor go to beachgoespop.com.

Only at www.theislandreporter.com
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Florida Author

A Gift From Beyond
By Jackie Minniti
gift and asked if he’d ever
It’s been said that truth is
considered writing about it.
stranger than fiction, and “The
She offered to work with
Given Hand: A Messenger’s
him, and their friendship
Journey,” a fascinating memoir by
blossomed. Unfortunately,
Gulfport writer Otto Throw, is a
Sunny passed away shortly
perfect example.
before she finished the
What makes Throw’s life story
book, but she arranged
so intriguing is the unusual gift he
with a friend to help Throw
inherited from his maternal grandcomplete the project.
mother – a gift that sometimes
“The Given Hand: A
seemed like a curse. Throw has the
Messenger’s Journey” is the
ability to see beyond the boundstory of how Throw’s spearies of this life into a parallel
cial, often problematic, gift
world. His gift enables him to comGulfport author Otto Throw has the
shaped his life. It begins
municate with – and for – dead
ability to see beyond the boundaries
when Throw, as a 5-yearpeople.
of this life into a parallel world. It has
old, first realizes he is “difBorn and raised in Chicago,
made his life challenging at times.
ferent;” continues through
Throw moved to Florida in 1978.
his childhood as his grand“I was visiting friends from
mother helps him develop
Chicago,” he says. “I came for a 3and harness his gift; and folweek vacation and never left.”
lows him onto battlefields
After he retired from the Marine
of Vietnam where he begins
Corps, Throw spent time working
to question whether his gift
as a carpenter, a waiter, and finally,
is more of a curse. The story
a hairstylist. Becoming a writer was
reads like a paranormal
never on his radar, but a chance
thriller, and watching Throw
encounter with one of his clients,
work through the challenges
Sunny Fader, changed all that.
his gift posed makes for a
Fader was a screenwriter who
fascinating story.
was working on her first book,
For Throw, the most dif“Land Here? You Bet!,” a memoir
ficult
thing about writing
about Ted Huntley, a retired pilot
the
book
was returning to
who became Fader’s friend and
an
often
painful
past. “I had
muse. Fader loved listening to
to pull up memories I tried
Ted’s flying stories as much as he
to forget,” he says. “Sunny
loved telling them, so they decided
to collaborate on a book. Throw chronicled how this talent which helped me speak of these,
Unfortunately, Ted died of a heart was often a curse shaped his life in “The which helped me tremenGiven Hand.” He is planning second book dously.” Writing about his
attack before the project was comto help readers become more aware of
experiences was also catharpleted, and a devastated Fader put
their own spiritual surroundings.
tic. “My gift always made
the book on hold. But after Ted’s
me
feel
different
from
others,” he explains. “It
memorial service, she was seized by an overalienated me in many ways because of the things
whelming desire to hear his voice. As she lisI see and feel. I now feel freer to speak of it.”
tened to Ted’s final tapes, his account of a longThrow is currently planning a second book
ago summer when he realized his boyhood
that will help people become aware of their spirdream of becoming a bush pilot, Fader knew she
itual surroundings. He hopes that sharing his
had to finish his story.
story
will help readers realize there’s more than
“When Sunny came into the shop, there was
just life as we know it. “It’s paying it forward,” he
a mutual attraction the moment we saw each
says. “I want readers to come away with a
other,” Throw recalls. “We started talking about
stronger
belief that this life is a stepping stone
our lives, and Ted appeared to me and told me
into
a
new
venture.”
to tell Sunny he was sorry he wasn’t there to finFor more information, find “The Given Hand”
ish the book.” Since Sunny hadn’t shared this
on Amazon.
information with Throw, she realized he had a
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Chasing Fire
(Part 2)
By Sabrina O’Donnell
“We arrived when the fire was at its peak,” I told
the detectives. “We practically shoved each other
out of the car, just like we always did. We would get
as close to the scene as we could before Grandpa
yelled at us to take a step back. I remember the
house so clearly, the big blue one on the end of
Theo Street. I had ridden my bike past that house a
thousand times, never once stopping to think what
it would come to symbolize for the rest of my life.”
I opened my eyes to be greeted by two of the
coldest stares I had ever received. I thought about
how much time these detectives must spend sitting
in this very room, listening to strangers recount
dreary recollections that the two of them could find
no personal connection with whatsoever. “No wonder they’re looking at me like that,” I thought,
“they’re probably bored.”
“We’re listening,” Good Cop reassured me after
I had been silent for a while.
“Yes,” Bad Cop added. “Please, continue.”
“I remember I kept asking my Grandpa what was
taking the fire trucks so long. I felt like I had been
standing there for eternity watching this building
smolder.
“I’m so sorry,” Bad Cop cut in, “I hate to interrupt, but I just need to clarify this detail to make
sure we have it right. In your memory, the firefighters were taking an unusually long time to arrive to
the scene?”
“Well, as a kid you think everything lasts way
longer than it does. Every Sunday my mom would
drag us to church and even though services are only
an hour, when I was younger I would swear I’d be
sitting in that pew the entire day.”
Everyone was silent for a moment. I allowed my
train of thought to continue unfolding.
“But I got to say, I probably watched a hundred
fires get put out all those years ago and never once
do I remember the firefighters taking that long.”
Good Cop looked at Bad Cop who never broke
eye contact with me. “Thank you,” he said slowly.
“That may be all we nee-“
“Why don’t we have him finish the story,”
Good Cop cut in. “It can’t hurt.”
I was thrown by their indecision; in the couple
of hours that I had now spent with these detectives,
they hadn’t been tripped up by anything I told
them–even once.
“I’m sorry,” I began to inquire, “is there something in particular that you’re looking for me to tell
you?”
“We just want to hear your story,” Good Cop
answered too quickly.
“Well, like I said the fire trucks took their time
to get there and the house was becoming more and
more of a lost cause by the second. I remember the
moment…”
I took another deep breath; this process was
turning out to be a lot more wearisome than I had
anticipated.
“I remember the moment that changed the rest
of the d… the rest of my life. We had been standing
there a while, watching these peoples’ home deteriorate. Grandpa told us if they didn’t get there soon
we would have to leave.”
“So why didn’t you leave?” Good Cop asked.
“Because,” I answered. “Then we heard the
scream.”
To be continued…
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Wayne’s World

2015 the system could handle 112 mgd
(million gallons per day) and now it can handle
160 mgd, giving it the capacity to avoid a spill
during a wet weather event comparable to
Hurricane Hermine in 2016.
Residents near the Southwest Water
Reclamation Facility by Eckerd College
expressed concern about odor. Tankersley
explained that ongoing construction work at
times requires parts of the plant to be open
which allows odorous gas to escape. When construction is complete, additional odor control
equipment will be installed. He is working
closely with the construction contractor to
minimize any near-term odor impact and says
he is personally committed achieve zero odor
operations in the future.
The improvements that have been made
and those planned for the next few years are
part of the $326 million consent order the city
has with Florida DEP. But the system, with
components up to 70 years old, will continue
to deteriorate and the consent order efforts will
not achieve sustainable safe operation and
increasing plant capacity is not sufficient; leakage into the system needs to be substantially
reduced.
The path to achieving this goal will be
defined by the city’s master plan now under
development. Pica noted that the master plan
will integrate sanitary and storm sewer planning, as well as future potable water issues. It
will define necessary improvements that need
to be made for these systems to work 50 years
into the future. The plan must consider the
effects of potential sea level rise, increasing
storm intensity, and higher storm surge, as well
as contingency planning for more severe emergencies and disasters.
Tankersley and Pica emphasized that no
wastewater system will be able to handle all
severe weather possibilities, therefore, the master plan must define the trade-off between level
of service (which defines the most severe wet
weather event that would not overwhelm the
system) and the level of investment needed to
achieve that risk reduction. Once that trade-off
is defined, the mayor and council will take resident input into account and define the affordable level of service which becomes the basis
for the city’s long-term investment plans.
Pica emphasized that this trade-off is a fundamental issue for all residents and encouraged
community participation in the debate. She
and Tankersley committed to return to this
group frequently to discuss their work and seek
community input.
For
more
information
go
to
www.stpete.org/publicworks.
Bill Blazowski is an ABC Principal.

Brighter Not Better…
Hammer Time…
Measurements…
and More…
By Wayne Shattuck
Brighter Not Better... Over the past two years,
the independent Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety (institute), a nonprofit U.S. research group,
which represents major insurers in working to
reduce losses from vehicle damage and injuries, has
released four studies concluding that most headlights on new vehicles it has tested are not good
enough. The criticism comes at an interesting time
for the auto industry. Recent car shows reveal that
automakers and suppliers are enjoying a golden era
of vehicle lighting. Headlamps have become works
of art. Thanks to a switch from halogen to brighter
LEDs, as well as new capabilities in manufacturing,
designers have the freedom to infuse greater detail
into their fixtures, incorporating outlines that flow
into quarter panels and hood lines. But, the institute isn’t happy. It says headlights often come off
the factory line poorly aimed, which can cause glare
and render the move to brighter LEDs null. Last
summer, in its testing of headlights on 37 midsize
SUVs, 23 ranked marginal or poor. During the testing, institute engineers measured how far light is
projected from low beams and high beams as a
vehicle drives straight and around curves. They also
measured whether the lights create excessive glare
for oncoming vehicles. Matthew Brumbelow, a senior research engineer at the institute, said the
group's headlight studies are still fairly new to consumers. And he said the organization is testing
headlights “more dynamically” than most
automakers have previously experienced. “We've
already seen some manufacturers go back and
change their design; or more commonly, tighten up
their aiming process at the factory,” Brumbelow
said. “There's still a long way to go, but we're glad
we've seen some improvements.”
Hammer Time... The next time a hazardous
asteroid lines Earth up in its crosshairs, we may be
ready for the threat. Scientists and engineers with
the U.S. government have drawn up plans for a

spacecraft that could knock big, incoming space
rocks off course via blunt-force impact or blow
them to bits with a nuclear warhead. The
researchers announced the concept vehicle, known
as the Hypervelocity Asteroid Mitigation Mission
for Emergency Response (HAMMER), in a study
in the February issue of the journal “Acta
Astronautica.” Each HAMMER spacecraft would
weigh about 8.8 tons and if an asteroid threat is
detected early enough, a fleet of the vehicles could
be dispatched to collide, nuke-free, with the space
rock, changing its trajectory enough to spare Earth
from an impact. That’s the best case scenario. But
this strategy wouldn’t work for big asteroids that
appear out of the cosmic gloom with little warning;
there wouldn’t be enough time for the nudge to
take effect. To neutralize, or at least lessen such
threats, a HAMMER would have to be outfitted
with a nuke.
Measurements... Have you ever wondered how
common measurements originated? Well, here are
three common examples. In its earliest form, the
inch was the width of a grown man's thumb. In the
14th century, King Edward II of England decreed
that “the length of an inch shall be equal to three
grains of barley, dry and round, placed end to end
lengthwise.” This evolved into today's standard
measurement. Originally the length of a person's
foot, the foot was later standardized in Englishspeaking countries to be 12 inches long. In other
parts of the world it could be anywhere from 11 to
14 inches in length. Originally the standard length
of the belt that Anglo-Saxons wore was considered
a yard. In the early 1100s, King Henry I of England
decreed that a yard would be the distance from his
nose to the thumb of his outstretched arm, which
came to about 36 inches.
But That’s Not All... What was the lowest priced
mass produced American car? It was the 1925 Ford
Model T Runabout at $250–$5 less than 1924.

w w w. T h e I s l a n d R e p o r t e r. c o m

Next to you, nobody loves your furry family
members more than our Bay Moorings Team
$10 OFF
FULL GROOM
With Patti on Thursdays
New clients only

FREE INITIAL EXAM
New Clients Only• Expires 5/31/18

Clothes To Kids needs school

$48 Value

Dr. Scot M. Trefz Dr. Jennifer DeStefano Dr. Austin Plummer

Top Honors UF Grad
Owner & Medical Director
18+ Years Experience
St. Pete Native/Resident
25+ Years Experience
UF Graduate
and Ultrasonographer
Tierra VerdeFull
Resident
St.
Pete
Resident
Service Facility “One Stop Shop”

clothes & shoes for elementary

school boys and girls including

t'SJFOEMZ'BNJMZ0SJFOUFE

shorts & pants sizes 6 to 16 & shirts
sizes M - XL. They also need school

t6MUSB$PNQBTTJPOBUF&YQFSJFODFE5&".

Please help by donating gently

For all your furry family member’s needs!

t'VMM4FSWJDF'BDJMJUZi0OF4UPQ4IPQw

shoes – PreK-4 to 12th grade.

www.clothestokids.org.
used or new clothes.

3695 50th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg
Next to Publix & the “Maximo
Moorings Round About”

727-867-0118
www.baymooringsanimalhospital.com
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Now Booking
Spring Pool
Parties

TIERRA VERDE, FL

BUILDING THRE E

Luxury Beachfront Condominium Residences
• Now Selling Building Three

1110 Pinellas Bayway #113, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

• Gulf-front Condos Selling Fast

(727) 865-1000, www.SunsetPointeFL.com

• 5,500 ft2 Luxury Penthouses Available

Equity Consultants, Inc

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, REFERENCE
SHOULD BE MADE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 7 185033 TO BE FURNISHED BY THE DEVELOPER TO A BUYER
OR LESSEE. THIS DOES NOT EQUAL HOUSING CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. DEVELOPER IS A LICENSED FLORIDA REAL ESTATE BROKER.

F E AT U R I N G P R O D U C T S B Y :
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TEAM
MARCUM

bdr

1110 Pinellas Bayway S. # 113
Tierra Verde FL 33715

Joanne Staffieri

Deb Marcum

debmarcum555@gmail.com
727-542-2877
joannestaff5@gmail.com
727-421-7181
maryjobranco5@gmail.com
727-409-4063

Mary Jo Branco

#1 Selling Team for 2017 on Tierra Verde, Isla Del Sol & Bayway Isles.

LIVE IN THIS MOMENT...

SUNSET POINTE
From $1,189,000 - $3,795,000
From 2,780 sq.ft. - 5,500 sq.ft.

Pinellas County's premier location overlooking the beach
and Gulf of Mexico, plus walking distance to the shops
and restaurants of Tierra Verde.

Fitness Room, Pool, Spa, Fire Pit, Outdoor Kitchen & Beach.
An 1,800 acre state preserve with miles of sandy beach
attached to Shell Key.

Spectacular Pass-A-Grille
views & access to Shell Key
Beach. 3bdr/3.5ba & den.
2-car private garage.

AT COLLANY KEY

OTHER PROPERTIES FOR SALE

SUNSET WATCH 4TH LEVEL • $975,000

An amazing
opportunity over
looking the
Gulf. This
coastal
living condo
offers 3
bdr/3ba, bonus room, locked elevator to a
private foyer, 2 car private garage, walking
distance to downtown T.V.

PALMA DEL MAR • $179,000

Great view, Great
location, and a
Great Buy! 1bdr
1/1ba in beautiful
Palma Del Mar.

BOCA SANDS $889,000

Be a part of the Isla Del
Sol Community.
3-month waterfront
2 bdr/2.5ba furnished
$3,800/month or annual
furnished at $1,900/month.

MAXIMO MOORINGS • $249,000

3bdr/2ba on a quiet
cul-de-sac. Nicely shaded
backyard with screened-in
porch. Split floor plan. Put
your own touches on this
ranch style home w/over
1,600 sq. ft.

3bdr/3ba/2c
garage.
Sunset & sunrise
views on Boca
Ciega Bay. In the
heart of St. Pete
Beach. Boat slip available separately.

415 8TH AVE. N - $549,000

RENTALS

LA PUERTA DEL SOL

sunsetpointefl.com
727.865.1000

HIDDEN BAY
$230,000

2bdr/2ba Beautifully
remodeled condo overlooking Tampa Bay. Private
patio and covered parking.

"Executive Pool
Home 4 bd, 3 ba,
3 car garage, split
floor plan, fireplace,
new AC. Must See!

SOL

D

CHANNEL LANDINGS • $410,000

Waterfront w/Boat
Slip. 2bdr/2ba/1c
Townhome with
2 screened-in
balconies & tandem
garage. Must See!"

SOL

D

POINT BRITTANY
$449,000

1st floor, waterfront
renovated 3bdr/2ba/1c
garage in a gated
community with
wonderful amenities!

April 2018 - The Island Reporter - 17

Loving Puppies and Other Animals Year-Round
By Betsy Judge
Stayin’ Alive is more than a 1970s disco song to
Scott Daly, it’s his mission as the executive director of the Pet Pal Animal Shelter (PPAS) to keep
animals alive.
With a small, but dedicated staff and a gang of
exuberant volunteers, they manage to save approximately 95 percent of the animals they rescue from
shelters that may otherwise be euthanized.
Daly is quick to point out that shelters that euthanize, do so out of necessity. Luckily the percentage
of animals acquired from shelters and rescue groups
is growing, sadly about 2 million are still killed each
year according to the The No Kill Advocacy Center.
Stayin’ Alive is also the theme of this year’s
Puppy Love Benefit where Pet Pal staff, supporters
and friends will celebrate their success and raise
funds vital for future rescue operations.
Formerly known as Pet Pal Rescue, PPAS was
founded in the early 1980s by two women in
Orlando who rescued animals from shelters and
found them permanent homes. In 2002 the nonprofit was moved to St. Petersburg, and in 2008 they
added a low-cost spay/neuter clinic which is now a
veterinary clinic for exams and procedures at

A Pet Pal supporter at last year’s Puppy Love
Fundraiser gives some lovin’ to a puppy. Last year’s
theme was “Whiskers in Wonderland."

affordable rates. They
also have a thrift
store.
Daly became the
director 12 years ago
and says little has
changed except they
take in more animals.
“And we have a
lot more adoptions
because more people
know we are here.”
Their requirements
to adopt can be stringent. “We want to
make sure that the animals get permanent
homes and they’re not
flipped around,” says
Daly. “So if you don’t
own your own home
and you rent and the
landlord says, ‘No,’
Gracie Grieshop does marketing
for Pet Pal Animal Shelter. She also
then you can’t have
doubles as a playmate for Kringle
an animal. But some
and stops to chat with all the
people don’t want to
This year’s fundraiser is May 12 at the
animals and volunteers she passes
Historic Coliseum with the theme
hear that, they want
while walking around the facility.
“Stayin’ Alive - A Disco Party.”
TIR staff photo.
to sneak them in,” he
says.
She points through a cage to a big, fat pig outPresents are another problem. While it might be
side; his name is Kevin and someone has playfully
a nice thought, often the person getting the “gift” is
scrawled “Bacon” below the name. He’s available
not allowed to have an animal.
for adoption as are some finches they rescued.
“Generally when we find a home for an animal,
Each dog kennel has access to an outdoor area
we have a very high success rate, because we are parfor exercise. She greets Otto and other dogs as she
ticular and make sure that is what they want.”
walks past the kennels as if they were her own.
It is all about the animals at Pet Pal; so much so
Kringle is outside and the three-year-old cattle
that Daly swapped his spacious office for the older
dog/shepherd mix is bursting with energy which
cramped cat room. Now there is plenty of room for
Grieshop tries to quell by playing ball with him.
the felines.
“He is just super frisky. But he’s playing with
A volunteer leaves with a dog for a walk.
his mouth and he can’t do that, so we’ll have to
Walking dogs requires that volunteers know the aniwork on it.” Their dog trainer Pat McCarthy works
mal and the proper procedures. “Safety is our numwith their rescue dogs and she also holds public
ber one concern,” says Daly.
training sessions.
Gracie Grieshop, the marketing guru, greets
In the new cat room, the felines are free to roam.
other volunteers by name throughout the shelter.
“Typically they get along very well and we try to
They have specific areas for sick cats and dogs which
keep it open and healthy,” says Grieshop. They also
must be healthy before they are adoptable.
have adoptable cats at Pandora’s Playhouse in the
There is a treatment room for more minor ailPet Food Warehouse on 18th St. N.
ments; major issues are treated at the veterinary clinic.
PET PAL continued on page 22

Make mom’s day and treat her to our

MOTHER’S DAY
BRUNCH BUFFET

Accepting New Patients
Call today for
an appointment

Sunday, May 13: 10am – 3pm

Donna Hargrove, DO

Mom’s receive one complimentary “Mom-osa”
* Adults $47.95 I Seniors $42.95
Children under 12 $19.95
Bottomless “Mom-osa” & Bloody Mary Bar $20 pp
For reservations, call 877-607-9836

5300 Gulf Boulevard
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
sirata.com

Jessica LeVan MS, ARNP

Bio-Identical
Hormone
Specialist

GYN Services
Laser Hair Removal~Botox~
Facial Fillers ~Micro Needling
Call For Our Monthly Special
727-954-8744
BayGynecological.com
BayAesthetics.com

*Does not include tax and service charge. Menu items are subject to change.

712 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Notable Achievements
VFW Honors Achievers
The Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 4256 in Madeira
Beach, honored local students, teachers and public servants during their an award ceremony in March.
Honorees included: middle school students: Ashley
Percifield, Alexis Browett and Anna Lense; high
School students Joseph Ambrefe, Lauryn-Maggie
Smith and Josie Davis-Brown; teachers Stephen Ross
and Richard Kennedy; and public servants Shannon
Roxby, Jamie McGaughey and John Sleppy.
Congratulations.

Pickleball
Group Gives
St.
Pete
Beach
Community Center pickleball group conducted a
successful charity food
drive. The 2nd annual
event collected cash
and canned goods for
Operation Attack, a local
mission of the Lakeview
Presbyterian Church in St.
Petersburg. Thanks to all
contributors to this great
cause!

Successful Gala for FHM
More than 700 supporters of The Florida Holocaust
Museum attended To Life: Honoring the Past - Empowering
the Future gala. The gala raised over $650,000 to support the
museum’s educational and outreach programs and to help
the museum. See more photos on page 23. Photo by Joy
Hmielewski.

Business News
Island Massage Welcomes
New Staff

Area Hotels in the News

Island Massage Therapy of Tierra Verde recently welcomed
new staff members Jeremiah Collins and Susan Burke. Jeremiah
has more than 11 years
experience in the massage, bodywork and
energy
work
field.
Susan has four years
experience and chose
massage because of her
belief in the power of
human touch.

The Alden Suites on St. Pete Beach (left) and the Bilmar Beach Resort on Treasure Island held
ribbon cuttings in March to unveil recently completed renovation work. Photos by Bob Schlesinger.

Century 21 Gets New Home
Specialist
Century 21 Coast to Coast welcomes
Realtor Breanne Scott as their New Home
Specialist. Breanne comes from a national
builder and will be concentrating on new
homes and condominiums in Pinellas,
Pasco, Hillsborough, Sarasota and Manatee
counties.

Ribbon Cuttings

TradeWinds Selected for New Program
The TradeWinds Island Resorts was recently named
one of 10 hotel companies in a pilot program to offer
streamlined degree programs to hotel industry employees
by the American Hotel & Lodging Educational
Foundation. Through this groundbreaking program,
offered in partnership with Pearson’s AcceleratED
Pathways program, TradeWinds employees can pursue
higher education pathways at no cost to the employee.

ISLAND TOONS

. Norris
W
e
c
u
r
B
By

April 2018 - The Island Reporter - 19

20 - The Island Reporter - April 2018

Sudoku

Puzzlers can find the answers to all these brain teasers at
www.TheIslandReporter.com under “Puzzles”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 11
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Local Events, Activities & Announcements
Gulfport

St. Petersburg

Apr. 6 & 21: Gulfport Art-Walk, 6 - 10 p.m. Shop,
eat and enjoy more than 35 unique businesses, boutiques, galleries, bars, and restaurants along with arts
and craft vendors. Beach Blvd. S., Waterfront District.
Apr. 6: Springfest Garden Art & Faerie Festival,
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Interactive roaming performers, faerie
encampments, maypole dances, themed vendors, live
music, a costume contest. Pet and family friendly.
Clymer Park, 5501 27th Ave. Info at Gulfport
Springfest on Facebook.
Apr. 6: Casino Royale: 6 - 10 p.m. Enjoy Blackjack,
Roulette, Craps, 5 and 7 Card Texas Hold Em plus a
silent and a live auction, for beach vacations and an
African safari vacation. $75 includes dinner, 2 drinks,
and $200 in poker chips. Supports St. Pete Rotary
West charities. Pasadena Yacht & Country Club, 6300
Pasadena Pt. Blvd. Info at www.stpeterotarywest.org.
Gulfport Public Library: Go to events at
www.mygulfport.us/gpl for library events or visit at
5501 28th Ave. S.

Apr. 7 & 8: St Pete Tiny Home Festival, 10 a.m. 6 p.m. More than 20 tiny homes, skoolies and converted vans! Meet leading tiny home experts and enjoy
food trucks, mobile boutiques, artists and home-related businesses, plus kid’s activities. SPC Allstate
Campus, 3200 34th St. S. Info at www.skywaymarinadistrict.org.
Apr. 14: Touch a Truck, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Familyfriendly, fun and free event to see impressive vehicles
up close, learn about their functions, and exciting
careers and job opportunities. SPC Allstate Campus,
3200 34th St. S. Info at www.skywaymarinadistrict.org.
Apr. 14: Second Saturday Art Walk, 5 - 9 p.m.
Take in the St. Pete arts scene after hours. Info at
www.stpeteartsalliance.org.
May 5: Mark Your Calendar, May Day Race,
9 a.m. 5k and 10k races through beautiful Clam
Bayou, a Kids Dash for Cash and a post-race party
with food, fun and vendors. Ceridian, 3201 34th St. S.
Info at www.skywaymarinadistrict.org.
May 12: Mark Your Calendar, Puppy Love,
6 - 10 p.m. “Stayin’ Alive – a disco party,” is the theme
of Pet Pal’s Puppy Love fundraiser. Silent & live auction, 50/50 Raffle, puppy pimping, dinner buffet,
photo booth, entertainment, music, and more. See
story on page 17. The Historic Coliseum, 535 4th Ave.
N. Info at www.petpalanimalshelter.com.

Each Week
Gulfport Fresh Market: Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
3007 Beach Blvd. Info at 727-278-4285. Sept. 12 is
Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA.
Gulfport Toastmasters: Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.
Community Room, Gulfport Public Library. 5501
28th Ave. S. Info at 727-537-9098, info@gulfporttoastmasters.com or www.gulfporttoastmasters.com.

Throughout the Month
Gulfport Casino: Dance Lessons. $5 for members,
$8 for non-members. Gulfport Casino: 5500 Shore
Blvd. S. Info at www.mygulfport.us.
Senior Center Events: Calendar available at
www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org or 727-893-1231.

South Pasadena
Apr. 11: “Music Of Our Time”, 7:30 p.m. Free
concert by the South Pasadena Community Band
with selections by composers who are currently writing original compositions for the bands of today. City
Hall, 7047 Sunset Dr. S. Info at www.southpasadenaband.com.

St. Pete Beach
Apr. 14: Salute to Military and First Responders,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. A fun day full of food, music, vendors
including artists, crafts, collectables and more.
Informational exhibits, VA reps and DAV Mobile
Service Office, plus kid's fishing tournament with rod,
reel, bait & tackle provided. Horan Park, 7701 Boca
Ciega Dr. Info at Veterans Of South Pinellas County
Inc. on Facebook.
Apr. 21: Beach Goes Pops, noon - 10 p.m. Music,
food and fun. Pass-a-Grille. See article on page 12.
May 4 - 5: Mark Your Calendars: Mountainfilm
festival, Times Vary. Enjoy a selection of culturally
rich, adventure-packed documentary films connected
to Mountainfilm's mission: using the power of film,
art and ideas to inspire audiences to create a better
world. May 4, 7 p.m. – Welcome reception; May 4,
7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m. – “Life on Earth,” an environmental film series; May 5, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. – “Bring a
Map,” an adventure film series; May 5, 7:30 p.m. –
10 p.m. – “Best of the Fest,” a selection of favorites
series. The Don CeSar, 3400 Gulf Blvd. Tickets and
info at www.doncesar.com/filmfest.

Each Week
Corey Avenue Sunday Market, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Up to 75 vendors with locally produced and homemade items, ready to eat foods and hand crafts. Live
music. Info at www.TampaBayMarkets.com.
PAG Thrift Shop, 9 a.m. - noon, Tuesday Thursday and Saturday. Shop quality new and
used items. Supports local charities. 17th Ave. and
Pass-a-Grille Way. Info at 727-360-5508.

All month:
St. Pete Beach Public Library. Check www.spblibrary.com for the latest events.

Each Week
Mondays: Toastmasters, 6:15 p.m. PARC,
3190 Tyrone Blvd. N. Info at: 727-422-8856.

Tierra Verde
Apr. 3, 10 and 24: Build Oyster Domes at TBW,
9 am - Noon. Tampa Bay Watch needs 10-20 hardworking volunteers to help build oyster domes.
Volunteers pour marine-friendly concrete into fiberglass molds to create oyster domes and un-mold other
domes. Minimum age is 16. Marine Center,
3000 Pinellas Bayway South.

Treasure Island
Apr. 12: “Music Of Our Time”, 7:30 p.m. Free
concert with selections by composers who are currently writing original compositions for the bands of today
by the South Pasadena Community Band.
Community Center, 1 Park Place & 106th Ave. Info at
www.southpasadenaband.com.
Apr. 21: Community Health Fair and Trade Show,
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free event with 40+ vendors offering
free health screenings and info on home and health
improvement. Door prizes of $25 or more throughout
the day. Community Center, 1 Park Place & 106th
Ave. Info at www.islandneighborschamber.org.
Apr. 21: 6th Annual Spring Salute Car & Truck
Show, All day. Cars, silent auction, 50/50 raffles, live
music, food & beer. Free and benefits charity.
Community Center Park, 154 106th Ave
May. 5: Mark Your Calendar, Sunshine City
Kiwanis Casino Night, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Annual
Casino Night Fundraising event. Fun, food, and
fundraiser to support our charitable projects.
Community Center, 1 Park Place & 106th Ave. Visit
then on Facebook.

Each Week
Thursday Bingo, 6:45 p.m. Early bird, 7:45 p.m.
Regular. Cash prizes. Snack bar & free coffee. Hosted
by the Treasure Islettes. Community Center 1 Park
Place and 106th Avenue.
Friday Morning Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Open air
market featuring local art & crafts, produce,
plants/flowers, independent distributors, fair trade,
and interesting flea items. Free. Community Center
Park, 154 106th Ave

Seminars and Classes
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 Safe
Boating Classes, 7 p.m., each Tuesday. A 12-week
continuous cycle of classes; start anytime; includes 400
pages of materials. Initial registration is 6:30 p.m. $45
for 12 weeks ($60 for couples sharing a manual) . Call
Jim at 727-360-4846, Warren at 727-321-7801, or Phil at
865-2226. 1500 Pass-a-Grille Way, St. Pete Beach.

Apr. 3: Which Boat is for You?, Apr. 10: Rules
of the Nautical Road, Apr. 17: Boating Safety, Apr. 24:
Introduction to Navigation, May 1: Powering Your
Boat
St. Pete Sail and Power Squadron Seminars,
Students must be 12 or older and pre-registration is
required. Maximum of 20 students per class. Classes
are held at the St Petersburg Sailing Center, 250
2nd Ave SE, Demens Landing. Class details and registration at www.boating-st.pete.org under Seminars.
Apr. 18: Hurricanes and Boats, 7 - 9 p.m. Learn
how to select a location and prepare your boat to survive a hurricane. Includes student notes and copies
of the presentation. Cost is $30 per family.
St. Pete Beach Recreation Center Classes, Classes
in art, dance, self defense for women and a variety of
other topics throughout the month. Classes for kids
too. Go to www.spbrec.com for a complete listing or
call 727-363-9245.
Treasure Island Art Guild Workshops, Info at
treasureislandartguild.org.

Each Month
Suncoast Hospice Caregiver Education and
Support, Gain new skills, self-confidence and emotional support with Suncoast Hospice’s caregiver programs. Info at www.suncoasthospice.org/caregivers.

Summer Camps
Tampa Bay Watch: Register today to have your
children (ages 6-15) explore the Tampa Bay estuary
through week-long day camp sessions. Includes
exploring marine science topics through species collection, boating and snorkeling trips, and science labs.
New this year is Ocean Expedition Camp for ages 13
to 15 which offers a complex look at Tampa Bay
through marine science labs and activities. Info and
registration at www.tampabaywatch.org.
Treasure Island Children’s’ Summer Programs:
Registration begins Apr. 9.
Recreational Camp. An 11 week program for ages
5 to 13, May 29 through Aug. 10, weekdays from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Activities include games, sports, arts
and crafts, parties, guest speakers and entertainment,
movies, field trips and more. Before and after care is
provided for an additional fee. Family discounts are
available. Register at City Hall.
Junior Tennis Camps. For juniors ages 8 years old
through high school at Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis,
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Info
and registration at pgirardi@mytreasureisland.org or
727-360-6062.

Other Fundraisers
Apr. 6: Piper Fire Footgolf Tournament, 5 p.m.
Check-in. Fourth annual event to raise funds for the
Children’s Burn Foundation of Florida. Prices are $20
to $30 and include: play, dinner, live entertainment,
signature beverages w/ Piper Fire souvenir cup, awards
for top teams, longest drive and closest to the pin, a
50/50 Raffle, and costume contest–dress in your finest
argyle socks and cap. No cleats allowed and please
bring your own soccer ball. Largo Municipal
Golf Course, 12500 Vonn Road. Info at www.piperfire.com/footgolf.
Apr. 14: Gulf Fundraiser, 7:30 a.m. registration.
Support Clearwater High School Football program for
kids at this gulf tourney. $10,000 hole in one, twonight stay at Shephards Resort, jewelry, gift certificates,
rounds of golf from elite, private courses and more.
Golfers receive, goodie bags, free breakfast and lunch,
awards banquet, trophies and prizes. Bardmoor Golf
and Tennis Club, 8001 Cumberland Rd., Largo. Info
at www.tornadostrong.org.
May 4 & 5: Mark Your Calendars: PARC’s 44th
Annual Golf Tournament Weekend, Friday Night
Party at the Station House, 260 1st Ave S, St.
Petersburg at 7 p.m. A night of ‘Games and Gambling’
with rooftop LED golf, buffet, open-bar drinks, and
entertainment. Golf on Saturday at the Bayou Club,
7979 Bayou Club Blvd, Largo. 11:30 a.m. lunch and
registration, 1 p.m. shotgun start, dinner and awards.
Sponsorships available. Info at www.parc-fl.org.
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PET PAL continued from page 17

There are monthly Yappy Hours at Pinellas Ale
Works (PAW). The dog friendly bar hosts the event
and donates a dollar from every beer they sell to
PPAS. Treasure Island volunteers Mike and Cathy
Commons are there showing off Otto, the dog
Grieshop greeted earlier. They volunteer at Pet Pal
three days a week.
They are also showing their support by attending
Puppy Love at The Historic Coliseum. The annual
fundraiser will include a silent and live auction,
50/50 raffle, puppy pimping, dinner buffet, photo
booth, entertainment by Moving Arts of Tampa
Bay, music, and more.
For more information about Pet Pal and Puppy
Love go to www.petpalanimalshelter.com.
Scott Daly, executive director of Pet Pal Animal Shelter
talks with a supporter who regularly attends the
monthly Yappy Hours hosted by Pinellas Ale Works
(PAL). The craft brewery donates $1 of every beer
sold during Yappy Hour to Pet Pal

Cathy and Mike Commons from Treasure Island
show off Otto, a Pet Pal Pit Bull at Yappy Hour.
The couple, snowbirds from New Jersey,
volunteer there three days a week.
TIR staff photo.

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured
$($

813-440-9572
813-498-7457
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

RESERVE A BUSINESS CARD SPACE TODAY! Email: info@theislandreporter.com

Black/White Business Card Ads: $60 or buy three get one free.

Florida
Statewide
Network
Ads
For information on placing a network ad that will run throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers,
contact the classified department at 727-631-4730, or via email at info@theislandreporter.com.
AuTOmOBIlES
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! Sell Your
Used or Damaged 2002-2018 Vehicle
Fast! Running or Not. Nationwide Free
Towing. Same Day Pick-Up and Pay
Available: Call 800-761-9396
DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast
Foundation education, prevention, &
support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 1844-513-9098
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-800-902-7815
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV? Do
the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-831-6309
EDucATION/INSTRucTION
AVIATION CAREERS – Hands on training for career opportunities in aviation,
manufacturing and more. Financial aid
for qualified students. Job placement
assistance. Call AIM 866-314-5838
FINANcIAl
ARE YOU IN DEBT? Get help now with a
30 minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri
9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00
pm. All Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331
HAVE 10K IN DEBT? National Debt
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months.
Call 1-866-465-4307 now for a free
debt evaluation.

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJURY OR
ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-855-399-1237!
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM
Bar. Local Attorneys Nationwide.
HEAlTH & mEDIcAl
DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? If you have insurance,
you may qualify for the perfect brace at
little to no cost. Get yours today! 1800-862-8392
FDA-REGISTERED HEARING AIDS.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help
Express 1- 877-442-6921
LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If So, You
and Your Family may Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash Award. Call 855-8396761 To Learn More. No Risk, No
Money Out of Pocket
MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS FOR
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state ofthe-art features & no audiologist needed. Try it
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 1-855504-5893
OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit.
Call 1-888-572-4944

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR
MAY BE COVERED BY MEDICARE!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 855-397-7056
SAVE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE
Rate Quote from Medicare.com. No
Cost! No Obligation! Compare Quotes
from Major Insurance Cos. Operators
Standing By. CALL 1-844-857-4389
SUFFERING FROM KNEE, BACK OR
JOINT PAIN? A Pain Relieving Orthotic
Brace Can Help! Fast/Easy Medicare
Approvals with Qualifying Prescription.
We Handle the Paperwork. Call Now! 1844-245-6904
HElP WANTED
$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn Extra
income assembling CD cases from
Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com
mIScEllANEOuS
ALL ANTIQUES WANTED Jewelry,
Artwork, Porcelain, Art Glass, Silver,
Chinese Antiques, Designer, MidCentury Furniture, Handbags. Elite
Auctioneers. www.eliteauction.com
Palm Beach 561-301-9421
AT&T HIGH SPEED INTERNET Starting
at $40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99%
Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital TV or
Phone Services & Internet Price Starts at
$30/month. Call 1-888-274-1454

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit. 1-844506-6434
CALL EMPIRE TODAY® to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-214-0166
CROSS COUNTRY MOVING, Long distance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long distance
move 1-800-214-4604
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now – Get
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM AllIncluded Package. Over 185 Channels.
$60/month (for 12 Months.) CALL –
877-808-9508
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603
DISH NETWORK. 190+ CHANNELS.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR.
$49.99/month (24 mos). Add High
Speed Internet – $14.95 (where avail.)
CALL Today & SAVE 25%! 1-855-8957245

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTERNET.
As Low As $14.95/month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176
ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED, DELIVERED
TO-THE-DOOR
OMAHA
STEAKS! SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more
Burgers & 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order
The Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code
51689CZX
or
visit
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43
FAST
INTERNET!
HUGHESNET
SATELLITE INTERNET. High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for Limited
Time Price 1-800-958-6917
GET AN IPHONE 8 OR SAMSUNG
GALAXY8 FOR $34/MONTH. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last. 1855-892-2388
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET –
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! FAST
download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE
Standard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call 877-4175828
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Research
& Development pros and presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-844-349-8351
for a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit
your idea for a free consultation.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV,
INTERNET & VOICE FOR $29.99 EA.
60 MB per second speed. No contract
or commitment. More Channels. Faster
Internet. Unlimited Voice. 1-877-2794652
SUPPORT OUR SERVICE MEMBERS,
VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES in
their time of need. For more information, visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.
WATER DAMAGE. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7. No
mold calls. Call today! 1-800-7306976.
REAl ESTATE
MONTANA, WYOMING LAND STARTING AT $485/ACRE. Owner financing
O.A.C. Buildable, roads, views, elk, natl
forest! 1-800-682-8088 www.rmtland.com
SERVIcES
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564
HELP YOUR LOCAL ECONOMY AND
SAVE MONEY WITH SOLAR POWER!
Solar Power has a strong return oninvestment, Free Maintenance, Free
Quote. Simple Reliable Energy with No
Out of Pocket Costs. Call now! 1-800758-5070

April 2018 - The Island Reporter - 23

The Island Reporter Picture Page
FHM Holds Grand Gala

People, Pups Get Yappy

The Florida Holocaust Museum (FHM) held its annual To Life gala at the
Grand Hyatt Tampa. The annual fundraiser supports FHM’s educational and
outreach programs are a vital part of its mission. Community advocates Gayle
Sierens and Jane Castor shared their personal stories and expressed their gratitude for the museum’s dedication to making positive changes in the world.
Photos by Joy Hmielewski.

Tosti’s Spirits and Fine Wines hosted a Yappy Hour wine tasting in March with
participation by Bay Moorings Animal Hospital and Orvees Pet Center and Dog
Grooming to celebrate the end of the work week. Wine aficionados were encouraged to attend with their four-legged friends and Bay Moorings and Orvees had
goodies for the crowd. TIR staff photos.

HOEV Dedicates Home
Heaven on Earth for Veterans dedicated one of
their homes for vets in memory of Sgt. Maj. August
“Augie” D’Alessio, USMC (Ret.). Augie was an institution in St. Pete Beach for more than two decades
after relocating here in 1994. He served on many
boards and advisory committees, supported various
veteran nonprofit groups and
had a ravenous appetite for
life. TIR staff photos.

BayLife Art Show Shines
Hundreds of art lovers flocked to the annual BayLife Art Show at Tampa Bay Watch (TBW) which included a meet and
greet with the artists and live presentation by U.S. astronaut and artist Nicole Stott based on her experiences preparing for and
traveling to the International Space Station. Guests enjoyed cocktails and hors d'oeuvres by Amici's Catered Cuisine.
The event raised almost $22,000 for TBW.
Photos courtesy of TBW.
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2BR/2Bath condo on Isla Del Sol.
Sweeping views of the Tampa Bay
from every window. The unit provides
a split bedroom plan with tasteful
updating in both baths, covered
parking and all the Florida lifestyle
provides. Call Jacqi Dockery Realtor
for any further info 727-424-3700

Century 21 Coast to Coast
150 Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

727-867-8633
Dolphin Cay is an award-winning gated
waterfront community of one hundred
acres. Homes and condominium buildings blend with the protected wetland
area where a bird sanctuary and natural habitat are preserved. This freshly
painted Mediterranean styled 2 story
home entry is highlighted by a
Travertine marble tiled driveway/walkway and opens into a 12' ceiling atrium
greeting area. A new tile roof was
recently installed. The first level of the
home, with 12’ ceilings throughout, has
spacious water views of the deep-water
Maximo channel and Boca Ciega Bay. The great room features hardwood flooring and
marble French pattern laid throughout the kitchen and guest room suite. Newly installed
hurricane impact 8’ sliders open to a marble paver pool area and T&G wood ceiling lanai.
On the water is a Duradek dock containing a 10,000 lb. boat-lift. The side area of home
features an artisan mosaic outdoor shower and 2 brand new A/C units well concealed in a
recess. Upstairs features 10’ ceilings with a large master suite with hardwood flooring and
master bath area with marble flooring contained throughout. A second guest room suite is
also upstairs along with a recently completed art/office studio. An attached 2 ½ car
garage features a 3 part epoxy flooring and a custom 15’x 8’ above garage storage area.
To Preview call: Gabrielle Bettig, Realtor, 727-385-9017 or Chris Boyll, Realtor 727-612-9777

UCED
PRICE RED

ST. PETERSBURG-TROPICAL PARADISE!
Many upgrades to this elegant and spacious
3600+ sq. ft. custom built BR/3.5BTH. Two Levels.
Well equipped kitchen with granite counters,
Jenn Air stainless appliances, solid wood cabinets and walk in pantry. Master suite with two
walk in closets. Screened patio with custom
designed pool and spa in a private setting.
Convenient to everything! $520,000. Contact
Sam Bennett, REALTOR 727-710-1334

~ SOLD ~

TIERRA ISLE MARINA RESIDENCES CONDO. Executive
3BR/3.5Bath with flowing floor plan that brings the outdoors
in and captures the peacefulness of a nightly sunset over
the Pass-A-Grill Channel. Gourmet kitchen, granite counters, cherry cabinets, designer range hood and six burner
gas range. Walk in pantry and wine reserve cooler. All BR's
have private baths. Jetted tub & walk in shower in master
bath. Great room features and elaborate fireplace of
carved cherry wood. PRIVATE DOCK two covered parking
garage spaces. Come make this your own tranquil retreat.
Contact Charlotte Wright, REALTOR 502-599-6974
TIERRA VERDE! ST PETE BEACH! Boaters, waterfront townhome with DEEDED BOAT SLIP 8,000 lb. LIFT on sailboat
(deep) water. This spacious 2BR/2.5BA/2 car tandem
garage townhome has an open floor plan with
living/dining rm & separate eat-in kitchen with laminate floors. Living room has wood-burning fplc, balcony overlooking the canal and docks. Master bath
has dual sinks, separate shower with jacuzzi tub while
the Master bdrm has a balcony with one of the best
views in the complex. Asking $310,000. Contact
Gabrielle Bettig, REALTOR 727-385-9017
LOTS OF LOTS!
1) Historic Roser Park $100,000.
2) Large Park St Lot. $350,000.
3) Lakefront Lot, Oceanview Dr. $650,000.
4) Fabulous Greenland Preserve, 1.3 Acre lot
w/ covered boatslip, $1,250,000.
Call Randall Ierna, BrokerREALTOR™ 727-647-0813

Are you looking to sell your home…find a new home?
Let me do a free no obligation Market analysis of your home and area.
I can do the job, and do it right! Call or email Kim Shuey, REALTOR™
727-488-7627 shueyk19@gmail.com Century 21 Coast to Coast

We need more inventory, and would love to add your property to our rental inventory to be featured on our web sites. Our team of professionals have been serving your community for over 25 years. CALL US TODAY!

