
Tiny houses are in the news.  Tiny houses have
their own TV shows like: “Tiny House, Big Living,”
“Tiny House Builders,” “Tiny House Hunters,”
“Tiny Luxury” and “Tiny House Nation.”

Here in Pinellas County, Celebrate Outreach,
wants to build tiny homes to house otherwise
homeless veterans.

The group is a partnership of Saint Petersburg-
area faith-based congregations and individuals ded-
icated to preventing and ending homelessness
through direct service, advocacy, community edu-
cation and social justice. 

At a recent Veterans of South Pinellas County
meeting, Sabine von Aulock, the secretary of their
board of directors, and Courtney Allen, a Celebrate
Outreach volunteer who developed their tiny house
business plan, briefed the group on the project.

Allen points to a poster board with 329 written
on it. It is the number of homeless veterans count-
ed during the 2017 national Point in Time Count
mandated by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).   People familiar with
veteran homelessness believe it is much more than
that and Celebrate Outreach wants to make a dent
in it, whatever the number.

They purchased plans for the houses, that are
about 470 square feet, designed by students at the
University of South Florida. They are currently in
fund raising mode and the timeline calls for pur-
chasing land in April, procuring materials in May
and breaking ground in June for a home dedication
around Veterans Day.  

Tiny homes come with a relatively tiny price.
They are figuring $47,000 per house, but raising
money is only a small part of the challenge.  

In the late ‘70s
Peter Clark came to
the bay area to visit
his brother and sunk
to his knees in muck
as they walked in the
shallow water of
Tampa Bay.

Untreated waste-
water, stormwater
and industrial waste
was pouring into the
bay prompting ram-
pant algae blooms.
Seagrass beds, vital to
the health of the
estuary were buried
under yards of sea let-
tuce or torn up with
widespread dredge
and fill projects.

“That was when they were dredging and expand-
ing the ship channel into downtown Tampa, a
major construction project with very little control.
That’s probably considered the low point for Tampa
Bay,” says Clark, founder and president of Tampa
Bay Watch (TBW).  

The nonprofit is celebrating 25 years of restoring
and protecting the Tampa Bay estuary habitat
through stewardship and community awareness. He
gives credit for their organizational success to the
energized community, young and old, who take a
leading role in the recovery of the bay.

“Community volunteers are the fabric of our organ-
ization. We provide the science and facilitate the proj-
ects, but we depend on our youth and community vol-
unteers to do the actual construction in Tampa Bay.”

Clark, a marine
biologist, moved here
in 1981 and worked
for the Tampa Bay
Regional Planning
Council heading up
the Agency on Bay
Management.  

“We had 45 mem-
bers of the Tampa
Bay community like
port authorities, elec-
tric companies, fish-
ing clubs and local
governments alto-
gether in a room to
solve the problems of
the bay.” 

On his time off,
he worked with
scouts and fishing

clubs doing hands-on restoration projects. “It was
readily apparent that there was a real need to organ-
ize these community volunteers, because they loved
doing it (bay projects), but they didn’t know, neces-
sarily, what to do.”

He was inspired, took a leap of faith, left his gov-
ernment job as his wife was expecting their first son,
filed paperwork for the 501(c)(3) status, and started
TBW in a room of their St. Petersburg house. 

That was 1993 and they have been growing every
since.  “What you see,” he says about TBW, “that
certainly didn’t happen overnight. But I think part
of the success of the organization is the very, very
slow growth.”

Tiny Solutions
for a Not-So-Tiny
Problem

By Betsy Judge
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TINY continued on page 14

TBW continued on page 8

This screen capture of the Celebrate Outreach home
page promotes the tiny homes project and allows visi-
tors to donate to the effort.  The nonprofit also feeds

homeless people each Friday night and Saturday morn-
ing and provided 14,000 meals last year.

Image courtesy of Celebrate Outreach.

Peter Clark saw a need to organize and educate bay area 
residents about stewardship and restoration of Tampa Bay. 
He left his job to start Tampa Bay Watch in a room of his
house in 1993.  In 2000 TBW began to raise money for a
Marine & Education Center on Tierra Verde (inset photo) 
and this year they are celebrating their 25th anniversary. 

Tampa Bay Watch

A Man • A Mission • A Cleaner Bay
By Betsy Judge

Images Courtesy of TBW

Partial eclipse of super blue moon setting at Ft. DeSoto fishing pier.

Participants are allowed to submit one photo per month by the 10th of the month 
for the next contest. Submit to: info@theislandreporter.com

Photograph by: David Gruskin, St. Petersburg
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Beverage Beat

St. Pete’s Own Horse Soldiers
By Ellen L. Capitosti

Horse Soldier conjures images of an ancient,
ragtag army racing across the steppes of Russia on
tiny, yet sturdy, sure-footed, horses at lightning
speed to engage their foes. Fast forward to post
9/11, and the U.S. responded, in part, to the bru-
tal attack on American soil by inserting small
groups of Army Green Berets into the rugged ter-
rain of Northern Afghanistan as part of Task Force
Dagger.

Despite having advance technological capabili-
ty, the Green Berets needed to fit in with their
Afghan counterparts. To accomplish this, they too
would ride small and tough local horses – many
never having ridden before.

Fast forward another decade plus, and many of
the Green Berets of Task Force Dagger are now out

of the service. They have come home to work,
friends, and family life; the movie, “12 Strong,”
details their role in Afghanistan. 

Their story is continuing to evolve. To remem-
ber the friendships made and hardships endured
in Afghanistan they created the American
Freedom Distillery in St. Petersburg, where their
memories come alive in the form of fine spirits. 

Horse Soldier Bourbon is a wheated, bourbon
whiskey, uniquely complex, with a wheat forward
expression and has been aged a minimum of eight
years in new American Oak. The soft subtlety of
red winter wheat further complemented by extra
years of maturation, provides this bold American
spirit a robust and powerful flavor with a long,
crisp finish of dark stone fruits, vanilla and oak.

American Freedom also offers Rekker, a line of
rum.  Rekker is a modern spin on an old Nordic
word for warrior. It is a fitting tribute to warriors,
both ancient and modern – a nod to the creators
of this rum, as well as to those who influenced
them. Rekker is a line of super premium organic
rums made from the first passes of sugar can juice,
not molasses. They are intriguing, smooth, and
elegant in finish and meant to be enjoyed on the
rocks, or in a favorite libation. 

These are a few of the latest offerings from a
new neighbor that recognizes and embraces the
finest America has to offer.  Learn more at
www.americanfreedomdistillery.com.
Ellen Capitosti is the owner of Tostis Spirits &

Fine Wines.
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Emails
Bring Out Your Dogs (February)
Thank you so much, Betsy! What a great write-up.

Whenever you have an opportunity to come down to
Palmetto, please let me know. I’d love to give you a tour
and some “puppy time”!

Ruth Lando, Southeastern Guide Dogs

Love, love, love the article! Thank you, Betsy! 
Tyler Denchen, Southeastern Guide Dogs

Numbers That Could Save Your Life (February) 
Hello Betsy!
Thank you for sharing a copy of the paper today! We

were thrilled to see the American Heart Association's
article! We hope your readers find it helpful! 

With appreciation, 
Heather Grzelka, Madeira Public Relations

Hidden Gem (February)
Thank you! It's a lovely article. We really appreciate it.
Amy Durand, Pathfinder Outdoor Education

General Comments
Hi Betsy,   
Thanks for the great articles on the Bayway and the

revitalized Skyway Marina Mall. I had heard that the for-
mer flea market/dept store was being reconfigured. Your
article encouraged me to visit after reading it. 

I discovered that the Goodwill “bin” at the rear of the
Marina Village Shopping Center behind the Dollar Store

fronting South 34th Street is attended. I always drive my
donations to the store on Central Avenue, soon to be
closed.  I dislike dumping well-loved, but no longer need-
ed contributions in a leaky bin. I thought beach residents
may not be aware that the Goodwill container drop-off is
attended. I enjoyed speaking to Alicen there.  

Also, it would be nice to have an article or two 
promoting thrift stores on the beach and surrounding
areas.  I love supporting the Attic Shop on Corey, CASA
in downtown St. Pete and Pass-a-Grille Community
Church. 

Marilyn Hett, St. Petersburg

Hey Betsy,
I am just sitting down to read The Island Reporter and

the front page photo of the month is an amazing photo. I
love it and I always enjoy reading the Reporter–it’s awesome.

Cathy Lincoln, S. Pasadena

Corrections
Local Entrepreneurs (February)
There were some errors in the article about transporta-

tion alternatives for the Tampa Bay area. LevCar should
have been LevCraft™;  The reference to $1 million per
mile for building the guideway trail lines should have been
$10 million per mile, and the reference to Atlanta should
have been Sarasota. We apologize for any confusion.

We want to hear from you. If something you read
inspires you, or you have a concern of a general nature
e-mail info@theislandreporter.com. Letters may be
edited for propriety and length. 

Emails to the Editor & Corrections
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A week before the tragic, mass shooting at the
high school in Parkland, Joe and I went to see “12
Strong,” about Green Berets in Afghanistan in the
opening days of the war, post 9/11.  There were the
obligatory previews, and as I watched each one, I
was so taken aback by the violence, it prompted me
to note the titles in my phone for a column. 

I’m sure they were selected to run with “12 Strong”
because it is a war movie, but it seems crazy the
amount of violence that is available to consumers.  
I think it’s a little overboard to boycott Peter Rabbit
because he bombards Mr. McGregor with blackber-
ries invoking an allergic reaction; it could be a teach-
ing point, but the violence all around, including on
TV each night, is striking.  I shudder to think what is
available in the video gaming world.  The last one I
played was something like Pong.   

If someone harbors feelings of inadequacy,

anger, resentment, etc., there seem to be plenty of
virtual places to share those feelings with like-mind-
ed people. Even before it was known how many vic-
tims there were in the Parkland tragedy, media out-
lets were reporting that the suspect had been visiting
chat rooms where participants learned about mak-
ing bombs or shared their fondness for firearms.  

I had one college roommate who was very fond
of the f-word.  At first the frequency was a little
shocking, then it got funny, but after awhile it lost
all meaning.  How much violence does anyone have
to consume before it becomes second nature?
Scary thought. 

On a happy note, Tampa Bay Watch staff and
dedicated volunteers have spent 25 years, helping to
clean the bay.  Wish them happy anniversary by
volunteering to help. 

Happy March and Happy St. Paddy’s Day.  

Contents of The Island Reporter may not be reproduced or 
copied without the written permission of the publisher. This includes
photocopying and electronic or mechanical reproduction of any form.
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Copyright 2018.  All rights reserved.
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Discover the luxury of Marina Bay, a magnificent master-planned waterfront community 
featuring a wide selection of villas, single-family estate homes and low-rise condominiums.  

Almost 60 acres of resort-style living  overlooking breathtaking Boca Ciega Bay!

Sunchase Realty, LLC
727-906-3300

www.MarinaBayStPete.com
Sales Center: 4 Franklin Court S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33711
On Pinellas Bayway, just west of Eckerd College

NEW Constru
ction Luxury Waterfront Living

Broker participation welcome. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change 
without notice. Offer void where prohibited by law. 

From the $400’s to over $2 million  

35 Je�erson Ct – RESALE

Building #1 Sold Out
Now Selling Building #2

  
   Elevated construction for reduced �ood insurance premiums. 

one-level

M
lf of Mexico.  

Financing  Available

Celebrity of the Stars
HAIR STYLIST ~ M-UP ARTIST

Salon: 727-367-8338
CCeellll:: 440077--445511--11222200
www.beachhairaffair.com                              
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T e r r i e  I r w i n

Act Now; Eat Later
By The Old Professor

Amid toil and tragedy we worry: an errant
meteor, the growing insect population, an alien
invasion, evil computer viruses, the return of ado-
lescent acne, unzipped flies, and landfills coming
to life and swallowing cities. It isn’t easy to ignore
a potential economic crash or the chance of
nuclear war. But a major threat looms that will
change our lives forever: a chocolate shortage. 

Recent reports predict a shortage by 2020 and
the disappearance of chocolate entirely by 2050.
Imagine the consequences: no hot cocoa on a
frosty morn; no declaration of love in a heart
shaped box; no mid-afternoon morsel; empty
Whitman Samplers; no smooth, sweet comfort
for broken hearts; no bars from Lindt, Cadbury,
or Godiva; no Hershey’s kisses, no Bosco, no
Milk Duds; no chocolate covered cherries, straw-
berries, raisins, or macadamia nuts; no bunny ears
to snap off at Easter; no chocolate ice cream, dip
cones, tootsie rolls, or creme de cacao; no Oreos;
no brownies, or chocolate donuts, or chocolate
chip cookies; no chocolate mouse, no coating on
Mounds, Snickers, or mint patties; no chocolate
center in M&M's. The list goes on. The frontier of
innocent pleasure will be sacrificed. Chocolate is
not a treat; it’s a necessity. 

But beyond the crippling losses above will be
an overarching tragedy–No Hot Fudge Sundaes!
Yes, ice cream is good. Whipped cream is lovely.
The cherry on top adds an aesthetic touch, and
the nuts sprinkled about a tactile variety. But it is
the thick, rich, sweet, dark brown fudge oozing
down the sides that makes the confection nearly
divine. Eat too quickly, it’s gone too soon; too

slow, it will melt and begin to drip down the sides
of the dish. 

In my soda jerky youth behind the counter at
Frank Wells Rexall Drug Store we offered cold
fudge sundaes as well. Cold fudge was lighter,
thicker, and slower to slide down the ice cream. I
recall it being sweeter and a tad more bitter than
hot fudge. But comparison was silly; we didn’t
have to choose. Both delighted. Cold fudge may
be a thing of the past. There is no reference to it
on Google. That is a loss for humankind. 

But what of this shortage? While Snopes
argues that we not panic so far in advance, the
fundamental facts are clear. In Central America
fruity pod rot, a fungus, had decreased the cocoa
crop by 96 percent 30-plus years ago. Recovery
has not come. Heroic efforts to hybridize resistant
varieties have been underway, but as yet offer
insufficient hope. 

The overwhelming majority of cocoa beans
come from Ghana and the Ivory Coast.
Temperatures there have risen and rainfall has
diminished. Half the beans are too small for
quality standards. They contain too little cocoa
butter and too much acid. Growers can’t pros-
per and are dropping out. The result is an
180,000-ton shortage. 

Yet demand for chocolate is rising. Demand
now exceeds supply and prices are up. The new
affluence in India and China will increase
demand as consumers with money discover the
joys of chocolate. Unwilling just to rely on market

PROFESSOR continued on page 11

 

 

 

 

Fine dining with a family atmosphere 

                                                 5035 34th Street S. 
                                           St Petersburg 

          
 

 
Call 727.864.2800 
for Reservations 
or Take Out 
 

www.portofinostpete.com 

Excludes specials and 
alcohol. 

Expires 3/31/2018 

Excludes specials and 
alcohol. 

Expires 3/31/2018 



Co re y Area Businesses Great Dining
Home Furnishings Shop • Dine • Unwind in the Heart of Beautiful St. Pete Beach 

Art Galleries
Unique Boutiques

6 - The Island Reporter - March 2018

Let us prepare your 
Federal & State Income Taxes

Business & Personal Tax Returns
Prior Year & Amended Returns.

Tax Prep since 1987

Save $20 With This Ad

Tax Return Preparation

Call for an Appointment

with this Ad
First Time 
Guests Only$5 Off 

727-867-1925
4915 34th St. S. • St. Petersburg

Full 
Service
Salon

Color/Cut/Style - $65
Cut n’ Style - $35
Men’s Haircut - $15
Pedicure $ 35
Gel Manicure $ 25 

                 Salon and Spa
KOKOMO 

There are few things most women enjoy more
than a fun night out with a group of girlfriends.
It gives them a chance to relax, chat, and catch
up on each other’s lives. But Broadwater resident
Megan Fetter has found a unique approach to
the typical girl’s night out that adds a more
meaningful dimension. She
calls it Girls Night to Give,
(GNTG) and her efforts have
helped more than 25 local
charities.

Megan came up with the
idea of GNTG 11 years ago. 

“I read an article about a
group of women in
California who were hosting
in-home events where friends
were asked to bring a check
for charity,” she says. “I
thought I could do that with
my group of friends. And so
it began.” Megan hosted the
first event in her home with
the proceeds going to the
American Cancer Society.
Since then, GNTG has
grown through word-of-
mouth and has hosted more
than 70 events raising close
to $100,000.

Their mission is to host
casual, accessible and afford-
able fundraisers for local char-
ities whose main focus is on women and children.
Events are held every other month at different
locations, and 100 percent of the funds raised go
directly to the charity.  “We select local charities
that are smaller and not as well known,” Megan
explains. “The locations we select are locally
owned businesses so we can support the local
economy.” Some of the businesses that have co-
hosted events include Canvas Boutique, Swah-
rey, The Rolling Cabana, and Florida Craft Art.

A GNTG event typically includes 25 to 30
women who pay $35 each to enjoy an evening of
food, wine and friendship. “It’s mostly a social

event,” Megan explains. “It’s casual, and there’s
no membership. Some women come in groups
and some come by themselves. GNTG handles
the food and wine, and guests are pulled from
GNTG contacts, the venue and the charity.
Sometimes the event includes shopping and

giveaways.” 
Even though the events

don’t bring in a huge dollar
amount, they raise awareness
and help women make con-
nections. “We believe our
contributions go beyond
their monetary value,”
Megan says. Some of the
charities GNTG has helped
are Hoola for Happiness,
Answered Prayers Project,
The Heart Gallery, and This
Little Light of Mine.

Some of Megan’s favorite
events are those where the
money goes to a very specif-
ic cause, like the Children’s
Dream Fund, an organiza-
tion that fulfills dreams for
children who have been
diagnosed with life-threaten-
ing illnesses. “We select a
specific dream to fulfill, and
the ladies who attend the
event love to know who the
child is and what dream we

are working to fulfill,” she says. “In the past, we
have sent kids to a special gymnastic camp, on a
cruise, on a shopping spree and to Disney
World.”

According to Megan, GNTG is looking for
charities that are not on the radar. They also
need venues that are willing to host events and
partners to help provide food and wine.
“Women make connections and friendships
while giving back to the community,” she says.
“Everyone wins.”

For more information go to www.girlsnightto-
give.com.

Broadwater resident Megan Fetter 
was inspired by an article about 
a group of California women who 
host in-home events to raise money 
for charity.  That was 11 years ago, 
and she started Girls Night to Give 
which has raised almost $100,000 

for local charities..  

Pride & Joy

Girls Night with a
Purpose

By Jackie Minniti
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We are here to help.

Contact your dedicated consultant

COMPLIMENTARY TWO HOUR PINK PALACE PARKING
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The Association of Bayway Communities
(ABC) working with Converged Services Inc.
(CSI) and Spectrum have negotiated a new
option for associations in the Isla Del Sol area
for internet service.  The new deal was briefed at
town hall meetings held earlier this year.

Historically, area communication companies
have provided video services to associations
through “bulk” agreements, where an associa-
tion pays a single bill for service that all resi-
dents receive at lower cost than would be avail-
able to individual residents. 

As time passed, they also started offering
high definition video, internet and telephone
services and associated equipment. These servic-
es were only available “a la carte” purchased by
the individual resident, while bulk agreements
continued to provide analog video service.

In 2014, Isla Del Sol area associations hired
CSI, a full-service telecommunications consult-
ing firm that negotiates TV, internet, voice, secu-
rity agreements, and wireless solutions for their
clients, to negotiate a new agreement with
Bright House. It lowered the monthly charge for
bulk analog service and associations could pur-
chase bulk digital high definition video. Most of
the more than 30 associations that currently par-
ticipate in the 2014 agreement opted to provide
digital video service to all their residents.

The 2014 agreement also offered associations
an option to purchase bulk internet. While full-
time residents could have realized substantial
savings, the bulk internet option would have
increased net cost for part-time residents. As a
result, none of the participating associations
exercised this option.

In early 2017, the ABC began an effort to
determine whether any provider would offer
bulk internet terms that would still provide sig-
nificant savings for full-time residents, while not
increasing net cost for part-time residents. It
brought in CSI for their expertise.

Discussions were held with Spectrum and six
other providers interested in growing their busi-
ness in this area. Spectrum’s bulk internet terms
were substantially better than the others, and
addressed the goal of no net cost increase for
part-time residents. In fact, residents present for
as little as three months per year will not see a
cost increase with the new offer; full-time resi-
dents can see annual savings up to $500. 

Accepting the bulk internet offer is an indi-
vidual association decision and those in the Isla
Del Sol area are now considering the terms of
the offer. Any association leaders that were not
able to attend can obtain this information from
a CSI representative at 954-767-0185.
Bill Blazowski is an ABC Principal.

ABC Lands New Internet Deal
For Isla Associations

By Bill Blazowski

!"#$%&$'
!()#$*+,
-./,)01,)23,435

!"#$%&%"'(
)"$(*+,,+-"(
./"#+0%,$

1"%2%(3"4"5(6(
)#+7$%$%89"#(

67879:;7<7=>;
:::;<=##><#%"9',)"$*+,,+-";78? @)A.BC

www.the i s l andrepor te r. com



He moved into a one-room office in down-
town St. Pete, then to a three-room office on
Snell Isle, but he coveted the property on Tierra
Verde that was home to Rita’s Bait Shop. 

“I would come out here on a Saturday morn-
ing and buy a couple dozen shrimp from Rita
and think, ‘Oh my gosh what a paradise she has
here.’”

The property went up for sale in 1997, but it
took until 2000 to work a deal for the land which
was purchased by the state of Florida and
Pinellas County.  Over the next 15 years they
raised the capital to build the TBW Marine &
Education Center and support buildings. In
2014 they put the frosting on the cake–a rooftop
solar array with more than 200 panels which will
reduce their carbon footprint by 3.1 million
pounds over its lifetime.

But long before there was a Marine Center,
TBW was working hard to educate people about
the importance of a healthy bay and getting
them involved in the restoration process.

They reached out to schools in 1994 and start-
ed Bay Grasses in Classes. Students at 20 schools
plant, maintain, and harvest salt marsh grasses in
school-based wetland nurseries to be replanted
into targeted coastal areas. The grasses filter
storm water runoff, stabilize shorelines, buffer
uplands from storms, and serve as sanctuaries for

fish and wildlife. 
In 1998 they did their first oyster shell proj-

ect. Volunteers with staff assistance now regularly
build oyster bars and oyster domes at TBW to be
placed along man-made and altered shorelines to
improve water quality, support oyster larvae

growth, feed birds and wildlife, and miti-
gate  wave action.

In 2004 they added derelict crab trap
removal to their list of volunteers activi-
ties.  They also hold regular coastal clean-
ups and monofilament fishing line
removal to protect wildlife and eliminate
safety hazards to boaters. Each August
they coordinate the Great Bay Scallop
Search to document the population
which dwindles with poor water quality.

In 2006 they started Estuary
EDventures field trips and summer
camps to engage bay-area students in
hands-on marine science labs, lessons
and service learning projects.

Educating kids has always been a pri-
ority for Clark, but he sees more of a
need now then ever.  “In so many areas
we see a decline in kids getting outdoors.
They’re not fishing as much, they’re not
camping as much, scouting has gone way
down and all that really adds up to a loss
of experience and quality of life.
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“I have more than 30
years experience in the
insurance industry. Our
staff is committed to
delivering world-class
service, exceptional
insurance products, and
competitive premiums
to our clients.” Tom Torgersen,

President

727-577-7222
4615 Gulf Blvd., Suite 104, St. Pete Beach, FL 33706

tom@aiainsurancecorp.com • www.aiainsurancecorp.com

TBW continued from front page

This chart shows the growth in acreage of seagrass 
coverage since its low point in the ’80’s. Their goal was to get
the amount of acres back to the 1950 level which has been
surpassed. Tampa Bay had lost more than 80 percent of its
seagrass beds due mostly to waste water discharges and
dredging for port and residential waterfront development.



“It’s a very, very scary situation. We have
made such positive gains in Tampa Bay, but if
the next generation doesn’t grow up to experi-
ence it and appreciate it, how can we expect
them to protect it. I think as we look in the
future, we really need to continue to focus on
involving our kids, making sure that they come
to understand the environment and the
resources so that they can make good decisions
as they become adults.”

Space at the Marine Center is maxed out, but
he plans to increase visits and programs in the
schools. They are also working with the City of
St. Petersburg to develop an education station
for the new St. Pete pier. “So we’ll have a new
facility where we can replicate the programs that
we have here and that will give us more capacity.
We envision a boat down there to take the kids
out, and we are working on a major seagrass proj-
ect there that we can use as a living classroom, so
it’s pretty exciting.”

They will be marking the anniversary during
many of their regularly scheduled events culmi-
nating with Evening for the Bay in November. 

“I think 25 years is a great milestone. It shows
a stable organization that’s going to outlast all of
us, and I think that’s really important.” 

Go to www.tampabaywatch.org to learn
more, volunteer or donate, and see more photos
on page 23.
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210 Madonna Blvd., Tierra Verde
 727-767-0020.  • www.theislandrawbar.com

INDOOR-OUTDOOR BAR
  - 125 SEATS OUTSIDE 
  - LOUNGE AREAS
  - VIEW OF THE GRAND CANAL
DOCK AND DINE
PUPPY FRIENDLY

3 OYSTER SHUCKING STATIONS
LIVE MUSIC DAILY
GREAT, CASUAL ISLAND ATMOSPHERE

Weekly Specials - Dine In Only
 Early Bird: 3 - 6 p.m.  •  75¢ Oysters: 4 - 6 p.m.

Mon: 1 lb. Snow Crab w/fries & coleslaw – mkt
Tue: $.75 Oysters All Day
Wed: BBQ Blowout w/different BBQ Specials – $18
 (after 4 p.m. only)

Thur: 10 oz. Prime Rib Special (after 4 p.m. only)

Daily Specials 
Happy Hour: Open - 6 p.m.  

NEW LOCATION • NEW ISLAND GRILLE
SAME GREAT FOOD & SERVICE

8TH AVE • PASS-A-GRILLE
(The World’s Shortest Mainstreet)

727-360-1166
APPAREL • ACCESSORIES • HOME ACCENTS
Flax • Fresh Produce Sportswear • XCVI • Luna Luz

20% OFF! Any one item with this ad.
Expires 3/31/18

Limit one per customer please.

WWW . TAMPABAYMARK E T S . C OM

60+ 10a -2p 

follow us! 

www.theislandreporter.com

The red areas above represent the poor water quality
of the bay before requirements to treat wastewater

and stormwater runoff existed. Packed with 
nutrients, it spawned algae blooms that choked the
seagrass and dredge and fill projects tore up their
beds. Water quality has steadily improved since the
‘90s with the exception of periodic weather events.

This wetland nursery on the grounds at Tampa Bay
Watch is replicated at 20 area schools where students
plant, maintain and harvest salt marsh grass to be

transplanted in coastal shallows of the bay.

This map shows 
45 locations 
where more than
6,200 volunteers
have helped restore 
165 acres of 
habitat by planting
almost 5 million
plugs of salt 
marsh between 
1994 and 2015.

NO TESTS. NO GRADES.
JUST THE JOY OF LEARNING  
AND SHARING. CURIOUS?
Visit eckerd.edu/OLLI

OLLI at Eckerd College
WHERE CURIOSITY NEVER RETIRES

OSHER
LIFELONG
LEARNING
INSTITUTE

4200 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727.864.7600
CLASSES, TRIPS, AND 
EVENTS FOR LIFELONG 
LEARNERS AGE 50+
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GOLF THE MOC!

Tee o% on this newly renovated championship course
featuring tifeagle greens, celebration Bermuda fairways
and tees. Experience why the MOC is becoming "One 
of the best public facilities in the Tampa Bay Area."

Open to the public • Call for Tee Times (941) 723-0500 or book online at
GolfTheMoc.com • Located just seconds off of I-75 and I-275 in Palmetto at
exit 229 • Just 20 minutes from St. Pete. Closest course in Manatee County.

20 minutes from St. Pete. Closet course in Manatee County.
sports bar  I  full clubhouse  I  weddings banquets 

and events l semi-prIvate memberships  
I  driving range  I  lessons available

WWeeddnneessddaayyss aarree
ffiirrsstt rreessppoonnddeerrss aanndd 
mmiilliittaarryy aapppprreecciiaattiioonn ddaayy.. GGeett 1100%% 
ddiissccoouunntt oonn ggoollff aanndd rreessttaauurraanntt PPUURRCCHHAASSEESS..

“Time is the reef upon which all 
our frail mystic ships are wrecked.” 
~ Sir Noel Coward
With the time change in Daylight Savings on

Mar. 11, I have been thinking about how much of
our lives are spent trying to manage and often
manipulate something that doesn't really exist.
We invented time by putting numbers on a calen-
dar and then placing them on the face of a
human-made device called a clock which then
aids us in linearly maintaining our lives based on
the three “tenses”: past, present and future. The
universe knows nothing about time–it is we who
create and live our lives around time, which, no
pun intended, makes us “tense” much of the time. 

The past and the future don't exist because it is
always now. Think about it! Take a moment and
consider where you "think" you were on a specific
day in time 10 or 20 years ago. Notice that as you
conjure that memory, it is happening in your
mind now. Even back then, it was now. The same
goes for what you may consider being your
future–when you arrive there it will also be now.
Perhaps Albert Einstein was totally onto some-
thing when he said, “The only reason for time is
so that everything doesn't happen at once.” The
reality is, it IS all happening now! It’s only our
perception that is attached to the past and future.   

While Daylight Savings time may allow us to
maximize the daylight hours, be it for work or
play, regardless of the position of the sun and
earth, it doesn't add anything to now. It is a classic
example of how we allow the clock to cast us
instantly, 60 human made-minutes, into the
future or the past, magically adding or deducting
something to or from our lives that doesn't actu-
ally exist–time. In short, the moment we look to
the clock or calendar it pulls us out of the present
moment, which is always waiting for us to be
available for that mystical experience we all came
here to have; to know our oneness with life, which
can only be experienced one breath at a time.
Thus the saying, “Be here now.”

Time indeed is the reef upon which our mystic
sailing ship gets caught. So, before you adjust the
clocks in your home, car, office, or your watch on
Mar. 11, to “spring” forward, pause and take a
deep breath. Try to become the silent witness of
how, no matter how you may be able to manipu-
late the settings on a clock, it doesn’t change
time–it only changes your perception of a change-
less reality. Enjoy this present moment because,
irrespective of what the numbers on your clock
may say, now is all you will ever have, so make
every sacred instant of it count.  
Copyright © 2018 - DMJ Presentations

www.DennisMerrittJones.com

The Veterans of South Pinellas County (VSPC)
and the City of St. Pete Beach are again partnering
for the 8th Annual Salute to the Military on Apr. 14
at Horan Park.

Activities kick off at 10 a.m. with a military enlist-
ment ceremony, artists, vendors, military displays, a
silent auction and opportunities to win 50/50
throughout the day. The fun ends at 4 p.m.

Opening ceremonies will include a special pres-
entation of colors, and an induction ceremony
where local young men and women will be sworn
into the armed forces.

There will be a kids fishing rodeo from 12 - 2 p.m
with rod, reel, bait and tackle provided.  

Music will be provided by The Boat of Us and
Raizin’ Jane.

There will be a variety of food available for pur-
chase including Ipswich Clam Bake Co. serving

famous New England Clam Chowder, a new ven-
dor, “Home Maid Ice Cream,” will be churning up
ice cream treats on the spot, and the St. Pete Beach
Fire Department will be cooking burgers and hot-
dogs. Plus there will be adult beverages and a
restored, antique 1934 Plymouth sedan that doubles
as a photo booth.

The VSPC is a 501(C)(3) charity and has given
more than $159,000 in cash and in-kind donations
to a variety of nonprofit groups that support veter-
ans. Members of VSPC also provide assistance to
veterans in immediate need. 

Sponsorships are available and all donations
from sponsors, vendors and advertisers are tax
deductible and support Pinellas County veterans. 

For general information or to become a support-
er, please call 727-244-1117 or visit VSPC on
Facebook at Veterans-of-South-Pinellas-County-Inc.

Encouraging Words

Do You Have the Time?     
 By Dennis Merritt Jones

Master Colorist and Stylist 

JULIE O'BRIEN
at Kokomo Salon and Spa

Simply Suzette’s
7232 Central Ave., St. Pete

727-202-7082  

Suzette’s on the Rocks
400 Indian Rocks Rd. N.,Suite B, 

Belleair Blu�s 
727-595-8700

Suzette’s Boutique 
Main Street, Highlands, N.C.

Veterans Group, SPB Salute
Military, 1st Responders

By TIR Staff
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TRIVIA ANSWERS

1.c  2.b  3.a  4.b  5.c  6.a  7.c  8.b  9.a  10.a

Taxes Business & Individual
Sales Tax / Payroll
Trusts & Estates Tax Planning 

Accounting & Consulting

727.367.9175
Clare Garaty, EA

7310 Gulf Blvd, St Pete Beach, FL 33706  |  www.clairestax.com

YOUR 2018 TAX REFORM EXPERT
We can help you navigate the changes

• We Buy in “As Is Condition”
• No Need For Repairs   
• Any Situation
• We Buy All Price Ranges   
• No Need to Show Your Home   
Over & Over to Get it Sold

• No Deals Falling Through 
Due to Finance Issues

• Close When You Want!
• No More Uncertainty 
• Landlords - No More  
Bad Tenants
• Moving Assistance
Available
• Over 30 Years Experience

Call Today For A Fair, No Hassle, No Obligation Offer!

With Us, You Pay NO Realtor Commissions or Fees!
We Will Pay All Closing Costs!

WWEE AALLWWAAYYSS PPAAYY CCAASSHH 
Call Us Now At

727-202-2770
Pinellas Cash Buyers

Your Local Home Buyers
www.PinellasCashBuyers.com

SSOOLL
DD

“Let Us Help You Lift Your Spirits Everyday”

Over 1,500 Wines - Speciality Spirits
Domestic & Imported Beer - Unique Gifts

Made-to-Order Gift Baskets 

Sign Up at 
tostisspiritsandfinewine.com
for our Fabulous Monthly

Event Email Blasts 
Competitive Prices Outstanding SelectionGreat Service

Our prices are so
competitive you

don’t need to shop
the big stores.

10% OFF Wine
Coupon Expires 3/31/18

Excludes wine with prices ending in 5.

5125 34th St. S. St. Petersburg l 727-867-7772

Wine Bar Now Open
Tues. - Sat. 2 to 9 p.m.

St. Petersburg’s Alliance for Bayway
Communities (ABC) has been closely following a
proposed new “Florida Vacation Rental Act,” as it
winds its way through the legislature as Senate Bill
1400. If passed, the bill will significantly modify
rules for short-term rental of homes.

For almost a decade, lawmakers have been push-
ing to eliminate significant constraints on the use of
private property. It first led to a 2011 statute prohibit-
ing local governments from adopting ordnances or
regulations that would restrict short term rentals of
individual dwellings. However, existing ordnances
and regulations were “grandfathered,” unless subse-
quently modified.  

The result has been a flowering of an “Airbnb” cli-
mate in area neighborhoods, where many individu-
als and commercial entities rent unlicensed proper-
ties as short-term “vacation” rentals. It has been a
boon for some homeowners – frequently absentees -
and real estate businesses. It has been vociferously
opposed by some negatively-affected homeowners
and the hotel industry. This is particularly true in
beach-front communities, which are often replete
with vacation-party horror stories of abuses in the
midst of million-dollar homes.

“Vacation rentals in the City of St. Pete Beach
have become a significant problem, particularly
since the advent of internet marketing,” says
Mayor Al Johnson. “Thankfully we have a grand-
fathered ordinance restricting rentals to a mini-
mum of 30 days. Our challenge is enforcement. I
have heard numerous accounts of disruptive,
threatening activities that result from weekend
rentals in normally quiet, residential neighbor-
hoods. Residents are afraid to leave their homes
and many times rely on our law enforcement offi-
cers to take control of these situations. 

“It is my responsibility to maintain the quality of
life in St. Pete Beach and I will oppose any effort to

limit my ability to do so. This bill does that. Through
this bill, the elected officials in Tallahassee are
demonstrating that they think they know best what
is good for our communities, our citizens. I find that
arrogance truly appalling.  The control of vacation
rentals must stay with the local municipalities. We
know best what our cities need and our residents
expect of their government.”

Recognizing there are important rights on both
sides of the argument, the ABC has endeavored to
ensure that the legal covenants and regulations of
deed-restricted communities (condos and some
homeowner associations (HOAs)) are not preempt-
ed by any legislation. Homeowners in deed-restricted
communities must agree to the covenants – includ-
ing rental restrictions - as part of a home purchase.
Post-purchase, owners must not be permitted to
avoid adhering to the agreed conditions.

Forces have been at play in Tallahassee to cir-
cumvent these deed protections, but Sen. Jeff
Brandes (R-St. Petersburg) has publicly offered
assurances that an “end-around” of community
covenants would not be permitted. He has appar-
ently succeeded. As of press time, the Senate com-
mittee report on the latest version of the bill states
that it: “Provides a statement of legislative intent
that the application of vacation rental provisions
created by the bill do not supersede any current or
future declaration or declaration of condominium,
cooperative documents, or declaration of covenants
or declaration in a homeowners’ association.”

Still there is much at stake in both the areas of
homeowner’s rights and quality of life rights. Readers
are encouraged to follow the legislature’s actions at
www.flsenate.gov as this matter plays out during the
current session. Search for SB1400 – and don’t be
bashful about expressing your views to your
Legislators.
Walter Donnelly is an ABC Principal

Legislature Addressing 
Short-Term Rentals

By Walter Donnelly

adjustments Mars, the candy company, has
pledged $1 billion for research at UC Berkeley,
using new CRISPR technology to modify
cacao tree’s DNA in the hope of creating
hardier varieties. 

Some authorities predict other shortages
including wine and even bacon. Weather in
France, and fires in California have diminished
grape harvests. But past surpluses have created
reserves. Pork belly demand is up. A temporary
December shortage in the UK kept
MacDonalds from offering Egg McMuffins. But
experts say that enough pigs are being bred. 

Chocolate producers can offer no such assur-
ance. Chocolate lovers, we must stockpile. Park
the car outside. Thousands of chocolate bars
can rest in a garage. What’s a man cave com-
pared to a chocolate collection? You don’t real-
ly need that second bathroom. Take turns. Fill
the tub with kisses. Grab all the chocolate at the
drug store and super market. 

Start today before everybody empties
Amazon’s warehouses. Get there before the
hoarders show up. 
Written while sucking on a tootsie pop by

David H. Smith, Ph.D., retired professor. 

PROFESSOR continued from page 3



When Joanna Romer’s hus-
band of 25 years died after a
long illness, she was devastated. 

“Even though he’d been
sick for a long time, it was a
shock like nothing else,” she
recalls.  To work through her
grief, she began recording her
thoughts and feelings in a jour-
nal.  After a friend suggested
she use the journal as the basis
for a book, Romer decided it
might be a way to channel her
personal tragedy into some-
thing that could benefit others.
Little did she know that it
would become the first of a
series of self-help books aimed
at teaching readers the art of
self-nurturing.

Romer’s interest in writing
began at an early age. “When I
was a girl, I used to make up
stories for my paper dolls,” she
says.  While majoring in art at
Florida State University, a pro-
fessor suggested she enter 
a contest sponsored by
Mademoiselle Magazine where
she had to write and illustrate
articles. When she became one
of the contest winners, she was
offered a job at Mademoiselle
as a junior editor, so she
moved from Miami to New
York City where she lived for
the next 27 years. It was there
that she met Jack Milton, the
man she married.

After leaving Mademoiselle,
Romer spent some time writing
for Cosmopolitan Magazine.
She also freelanced for the New
York Times, earned a Master’s
degree in journalism and taught
communications at Hunter
College.  She even did a brief

stint as a screenwriter when she
and Jack wrote and produced
“Please Stand By,” what she
describes as “a radical political
comedy.”  The film played at
the Bleeker Street Cinema in
1972. “John Lenon and Yoko
Ono helped with the sound-
track,” Romer says. “It was a
very rewarding experience.”

In 1990, Romer moved
back to Florida, settling in
Daytona Beach where she
taught at Daytona Beach
Community College and
Bethune-Cookman University.
In 2010, she left teaching to
devote her time to caring for
Jack. “He was very ill, but this
was a special time for us,” she
says. “We became very close.”
Two years later, the book based
on her experience was pub-
lished. “Widow:  A Survival
Guide for the First Year,” guides
women through each phase of
widowhood. The book was
praised by Midwest Book
Reviews as "powerful...enthusi-
astically recommended." 

Since then, Romer has
penned seven books aimed at
helping readers get through dif-
ficult times. Her latest tackles a
subject that can have deadly
consequences. “Recovering
from Domestic Violence,
Abuse, and Stalking” was a sub-
ject that hit close to home.  In
the book, Romer shares the true
stories of women who over-
came trauma to begin new lives,
and one of the women she
interviewed was a friend. Romer

Florida Author

Healing Through 
Self-Nurturing

 By Jackie Minniti

Author Joanna Romer went from 
studying art in college to working 
as a junior editor at Mademoiselle

followed by a stint with Cosmopolitan
Magazine.  She started a self-help 
series with “Widow: A Survival 
Guide for the First Year,” after 

losing her husband to a long illness. 

Romer’s seventh self-help book,
“Widow: How to Survive (and Thrive) 

in Your 2nd, 3rd and 4th Years,” 
will be released in May.  She tries 
to help people overcome difficulties 

by being kind to themselves. 

New classes and activities are being offered in
March at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) at Eckerd College. 

Designed for people age 50-plus and open to
all adult learners across Pinellas County, these
non-credit classes include topics in biography, cul-
ture and travel, film and television, Florida stud-
ies, history, theatre, science and visual arts. 

The classes, offered at the Eckerd College
Continuing Education Center (CEC) campus,
include “The Last of the Romanovs,”
“Astronomical Telescopes and Observatories,”
“Jamaica: Beyond the Tourists,” “The Legend of
Cole Porter,” “The Harlem Renaissance,”
“Screwball Film Comedies in the 1930s,” “Spain’s
Contribution to Literature, Music and Culture”
and “Broadway’s First Ladies of the Stage.”

They will also have live satellite performances
of the Metropolitan Opera of “Semiramide” on
Mar. 10 at 12:55 p.m.; British National Theatre’s
“Young Marx” on Mar. 16 at 1:30; and an HD
video presentation of “The Flames of Paris” from
the Bolshoi Ballet will be shown on Mar. 28 at
1:30 pm. Reservations and separate admission fees
are required for these performances.

Most classes and activity fees vary from $10 to
$45 for OLLI members. The annual OLLI mem-
bership is $59 per person and provides class dis-
counts and other community benefits. Non-OLLI
members are welcomed to participate in all classes
and activities. 

OLLI, a non-profit educational organization, is
based at Eckerd College with a supporting loca-
tion in Palm Harbor. Each year OLLI provides
more than 350 affordable and intellectually stim-
ulating classes, interest groups, local and interna-
tional trips and special events at multiple loca-
tions to expand and enrich the lives of its 1,600
members in Pinellas County.

For more information, go to
www.eckerd.edu/olli/courses or call  727-864-7600
to request a catalog by mail.

OLLI March
Offerings
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The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at 
Eckerd College offers more then 350 classes and 
activities including live satellite performances 
of the Metropolitan Opera. Membership is 

$59 per year and members get discounts over 
the normal $10 to $45 fees.  

AUTHOR continued 
on page 13

SIP &
SAVOR
Enjoy a two-course Early Bird Dinner 

Special for $10* from 4-6pm daily
at Compass Grille

For reservations, call 727-363-5129

5300 Gulf Boulevard
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
727.363.5100
sirata.com

*Does not include tax and gratuity. Menu items are subject to change.
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Monday, March 19 • 2 p.m. 
Monday, April 30 • 2 p.m.
Dunkin Donuts, 1200 Pasadena Ave. S., Pasadena

Thursday, March 8 • 10 a.m. 
Thursday, April 12 • 10 a.m. 
Panera Bread, 1908 4th St. N., St Petersburg

Come to a meeting to learn more about your 
Medicare Options

Candace Reistrom
Licensed Sales Agent
727-434-1803, TTY 771

Don't wait! If you are turning 65 or new to Medicare,
call me today! 

Join me:

Shopping for a Medicare Plan?

A sales person will be present with information and 
applications.For accommodation of persons with special 
needs at sales meetings, call 727-434-1803, TTY 711.

www.theislandreporter.com

Fitness

The Value of a Good 
Night’s Sleep

By Carol Hollenbeck

Getting adequate sleep is now considered one
of the three main pillars of good health along
with adequate exercise and proper nutrition.
Adults need 7 to 9 hours of sleep per the Center
for Disease Control, but more importantly is the
amount of quality sleep or deep (REM) sleep
you get per night. 

Yet Americans get too little sleep according to
a recent study published in the Mayo Clinic
Proceedings.  It found less than 3 percent of
Americans meet the minimal standards of sleep
for a healthy lifestyle. That's astounding to think
virtually no one is getting enough sleep!  Lack of
sleep has been shown to increase the risk for
chronic diseases and auto accidents, while
decreasing mental and physical levels, leading to
more time off work or lost wages. 

As we age there are many factors that can
influence sleep patterns making it harder to get
the deep sleep required to rejuvenate the body
making us feel rested in the morning.

Much like exercise,  a routine can help you
get more sleep and reach your goal of feeling
rested. Try going to bed and getting up at the
same time every day (even on weekends), avoid
caffeine later in the day and too much alcohol at
night, create a peaceful room and try to read or
meditate quietly before bedtime avoiding elec-
tronic devices or TV which emit a blue light that
stimulates the brain. That means no last minute
texting or emailing and put the phone face down
if it must be in the bedroom. Also use the “Do

Not Disturb” mode to eliminate text messages or
notifications during the night. Most smart
phones have a feature where you can choose the
contacts who get through at night.

In addition to getting into a nighttime rou-
tine, try to limit naps in the day.  They can lead
to a vicious cycle where less sleep at night leads
to longer or more frequents naps in the day.
Naps should be 30 minute or less and not too
late in the day. Exercise daily - even a short walk
can promote better sleep. And finally manage
your stress and try to relax more with medita-
tion, yoga or quiet time. Ask for help if you need
it and become more organized to help reduce
stress and anxiety which leads to more restful
sleep.

Putting more value on sleep, like most of us
do for exercise and nutrition, would go a long
way toward a healthier lifestyle. Exercise, diet
and sleep are all interlinked and determine how
we function on a daily basis. Without adequate
sleep the other two pillars will be compromised.
This is why many fitness watches also track your
amount of sleep not just your activity level over
24 hours. Most medical professionals and per-
sonal trainers include sleep in their lifestyle
screen while addressing nutrition and stress.
Sleep really needs to be thought of as a main pil-
lar for success, happiness and well-being. 
Carol Hollenbeck is a physical therapist in St.

Pete Beach and owns Fit For Life Fitness Center.
(727) 367-0075 or www.iamfitforlife.com.

admits that interviewing the women was difficult. “I
could see it wasn’t easy for them ,” she says. “I tend
to be empathetic, and I can’t help putting myself in
their shoes. When they cry, tears come into my eyes
too.”  What she likes best about “Recovering from
Domestic Violence, Abuse, and Stalking” are what
she refers to as “the healing chapters” that focus on
recovering self-esteem. “This is a big issue for the
victims,” she says. “Many wrongly feel that they
deserved the abuse. I attempt to instill self-esteem
and forgiveness.”

Romer ‘s next book, “Widow: How to Survive
(and Thrive) in Your 2nd, 3rd and 4th Years” will be

released in May. She is also working with co-author
Pat Young on “Life After Losing a Child.” Even
though her books deal with painful and difficult
subjects, Romer hopes they will help readers learn
to nurture themselves. “When I’m writing, I’m con-
sciously trying to get the reader to focus on self.
Many people tend to be nicer to others than to
themselves. Healing is not just about doing things
or achieving goals. I try to impart a sense of self-nur-
turing by showing how important it is to love and
be kind to yourself.”

For more information, go to
www.amazon.com/Joanna-Romer/e/B009CGCFLK

AUTHOR continued from page 12
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Full Service Facility  “One Stop Shop”
    

727-867-0118
www.baymooringsanimalhospital.com

 Dr. Jennifer  DeStefano
18+ Years Experience

 UF Graduate  
St. Pete Resident

3695 50th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg

                  Next to Publix & the “Maximo 
                    Moorings Round About”

Dr. Scot M. Trefz   
Owner & Medical Director

      25+ Years Experience 
Tierra Verde Resident

Next to you, nobody loves your furry family 
members more than our Bay Moorings Team

Dr. Austin Plummer
Top Honors UF Grad
St. Pete Native/Resident
and Ultrasonographer

$10 OFF 
FULL GROOM
With Patti on Thursdays

New clients only 

FREE INITIAL EXAM
New Clients Only• Expires 4/30/18

$48 Value

     

For all your furry family member’s needs!

“The other important component that we’re
looking at is space,” says Allen. “As most of you
know, it’s increasingly more expensive to buy prop-
erty in Pinellas County.”  They have reached out to
the city (St. Petersburg) to look at what are consid-
ered sub-standard lots they can get cheaply or for
free. The substandard references lots with odd
shapes where traditional homes can’t be built, but
they could be perfect for tiny houses. 

But it isn’t just about being able to build either.
“What’s also important is it has to have access to
transportation, it’s got to have access to food, and
then obviously, most important are services,” says
Allen. “If we’re going to bring someone off the
streets, they need wrap around services, they need
services today and they need services tomorrow,
and you’ve got to have access to that. So the
placement of this property is absolutely critical.”
They are also considering private sales as well as
city property.

Then you have to find the right veterans. “We
are partnering with organizations to vet our veter-
ans to make sure that they have the means to get
into a home and they have support long-term,”
adds Allen. “It is really easy to put someone in
house but it’s not real easy to make sure that
someone can stay in the house and that’s critical
to our work.”

Veterans must be homeless or at risk, interested
in being a homeowner, be receiving a monthly

HUD VA housing subsidy, under the care of a serv-
ice provider, and willing to complete homebuyer
counseling and commit to an individual care man-
agement plan. 

“As excited as I am about seeing the first house
built, it’s really the second, the third, the fourth and
the fifth house that really gets exciting. But the first
house is a tipping point; it gives us credibility, it
gives us a track record. I want to keep a laser focus
on the first house, but I'm pushing the organization
to be thinking in large terms because there are tiny
home communities popping up all over the coun-
try to solve access to housing. We can do that here.”

They have had a lot of individual contributions
as well as support from organizations. “I would ask
you to give thought to how you support an organ-
ization like ours,” he says to the vets.

It didn’t take long for veteran Carol Barkalow 
to suggest they team up with her organization,
Heaven on Earth for Veterans.  

“We have nine houses and rent bedrooms to 
veterans in need. What I have found in the last 
six years is sometimes it’s not necessarily good to
have them living by themselves,” says Barkalow.
“Maybe we could create a program where they live
in a community environment, then when they are
stable enough, they move into one of those tiny
houses by themselves. It would be an amazing way
to use the resources within the community to help
that veteran become self-sufficient.”

For more information or to donate go to
www.celebrateoutreach.org.

This is a rendition of a tiny house designed by 
the students from the University of South Florida.  
The houses are around 470 square feet and are 

projected to cost about $47,000 each. 
Image courtesy of Celebrate Outreach.

TINY  continued from front page

Celebrate Outreach volunteer Courtney Allen 
points to the number 329 when briefing members 
of the Veterans of South Pinellas County. That is 
the number of veterans in Pinellas County who 
were counted as homeless during the 2017 

national Point in Time Count. Veteran supporters 
say the need is much greater than that.

TIR staff photo.

It was always the quiet days, the ones where
no one really had much to do, and it seemed
like the whole world was in a state of relaxation.
It was on the days where you would swear that
if you dropped a pin, someone across the world
could hear it. 

The sirens would cut the silence like a sharp-
ened knife slicing through steak. My brothers
and I would leap up, throwing down our toys,
and race outside. 

“Tell Mom we’re going!” we would com-
mand each other. 

“Why don’t you do it?” each of us would argue. 
Once we were out of the house, we would race

down the street as fast as we could. Sometimes
Grandpa would already be out there waiting for
us. Other times, when he hadn’t come outside
yet, we would all pound on the door as hard as we
could until he would swing it open, yelling that
we were going to bust in his front door someday. 

As soon as Grandpa unlocked the car the bat-
tle for who got to rode shotgun would begin. One
of my two eldest brothers would always overpow-
er us and end up in the front seat; I suppose it was
really more of a battle between the two of them.

Once everyone was buckled up we would fly
down the street. Perhaps at a younger age the car
seemed to be moving faster than it truly was,
however, Grandpa always did refer to his car as
the “Speed Demon.”

We’d pull up to the fire station within min-
utes, jump out of the car, and run up to the giant
chalkboard. Grandpa would take a look at the
address written on the board, think for a minute,
and then know exactly where he was going. As a
young boy, I found such a skill to be amazing.  

Another four-way (OK, two-way) battle for
shotgun would commence. Once the three losers
had found their places in the backseat, Grandpa
would speed off in the direction of the fire. 

I took a deep breath and opened my eyes.
Reality’s cold bony hands dragged me back
about 45 years into the future, landing me in this
hideous grey metallic room with these, to say
the very least, unpleasant detectives.  

“Could I have another glass of water?” I
asked slowly.

“Oh of course,” the tall one, who I was call-
ing Good Cop because it was painfully obvious
he had been assigned to play the role, cooed,
“Take your time, man. There’s no rush.” 

As soon as he left the room to get my water,
Bad Cop leered at me with frustration and a hint
of disgrace. I suppose when they called me in to
pick apart the most traumatic day of my life, they
assumed I would be able to reflect on it with ease. 

They probably thought, “It’s been over four
decades, he’ll be fine and we’ll be out of here by
lunch.”  As much as I hate to spoil another
man’s lunch plans, I warned them when I got
there, that I may not be able to converse as elo-
quently as they were asking me to. It was a con-
versation all three of my brothers had refused to
have when they were asked.

Good Cop came back in and set another
smudgy glass of room temperature sink water
down in front of me. They really show you what
luxury is during interrogations. 

“Okay now,” Good Cop’s tone was way too
soothing to be real. “Are you ready to tell us
exactly what happened that day?”  

I took another deep breath, closed my eyes,
and allowed my mind to wander back in time
once more. 

“It was always the quiet days,” I began again
slowly. “But that day screams louder in my
memory than any siren I’ve ever heard.”  

To be continued…

Chasing Fire
By Sabrina O’Donnell
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bdr

An 1,800 acre state preserve with miles of sandy beach
attached to Shell Key.

1110 Pinellas Bayway S. # 113
Tierra Verde FL 33715

3bdr/3ba/2c
garage. 
Sunset & sunrise
views on Boca
Ciega Bay. In the
heart of St. Pete

Beach.  Boat slip available separately.

Deb Marcum 

LIVE IN THIS MOMENT...LIVE IN THIS MOMENT...

AT COLLANY KEY

Fitness Room, Pool, Spa, Fire Pit, Outdoor Kitchen & Beach.

Pinellas County's premier location overlooking the beach
and Gulf of Mexico, plus walking distance to the shops 
and restaurants of Tierra Verde.

3bdr/2ba on a quiet 
cul-de-sac.  Nicely shaded
backyard with screened-in
porch. Split floor plan.  Put
your own touches on this
ranch style home w/over 
1,600 sq. ft.

MAXIMO MOORINGS • $275,000

sunsetpointefl.com
727.865.1000

OTHER PROPERTIES FOR SALE 

Great view, Great
location, and a
Great Buy! 1bdr
1/1ba  in beautiful
Palma Del Mar.

PALMA DEL MAR •   $179,000

An amazing 
opportunity over

looking the
Gulf. This

coastal 
living condo 

offers 3
bdr/3ba, bonus room, locked elevator to a

private foyer, 2 car private garage, walking
distance to downtown T.V. 

Spectacular Pass-A-Grille
views & access to Shell Key
Beach. 3bdr/3.5ba & den.  

2-car private garage.

SUNSET POINTE  
From $1,189,000 - $3,795,000
From 2,780 sq.ft. - 5,500 sq.ft.

Joanne Staffieri Mary Jo Branco

TEAM
MARCUM debmarcum555@gmail.com

727-542-2877
joannestaff5@gmail.com
727-421-7181
maryjobranco5@gmail.com
727-409-4063

SUNSET WATCH 4TH LEVEL •  $975,000

BOCA SANDS $889,000

CHANNEL LANDINGS •  $410,000
Waterfront w/Boat
Slip. 2bdr/2ba/1c 

Townhome with 
2  screened-in 

balconies & tandem
garage. Must See!"

POINT BRITTANY
$449,000

1st floor, waterfront 
renovated 3bdr/2ba/1c
garage in a gated 
community with 
wonderful amenities!

"Executive Pool
Home 4 bd, 3 ba,
3 car garage, split
floor plan, fireplace,
new AC. Must See! 

415 8TH AVE. N - $549,000

Be a part of the Isla Del
Sol Community.  3-
month waterfront 2
bdr/2.5ba furnished
$3,800/month or annual 

unfurnished  at $1,900/month.

LA PUERTA DEL SOL 
RENTALS

2bdr/2ba Beautifully 
remodeled condo overlook-

ing Tampa Bay.  Private
patio and covered parking.

HIDDEN BAY
$230,000

PENDING

PENDING

#1 Selling Team for 2017 on Tierra Verde, Isla Del Sol & Bayway Isles. 
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“Three months ago, had you asked me what SEPSIS
was, I really wouldn’t have been able to give you much
of an answer other than it sounded very unclean and
seemed exactly like what Lysol® was created to combat.”

This introduction to sepsis and a gut-wrench-
ing photo of a gaping wound greets visitors to a
GoFundMe page for St. Pete Beach resident Kai
Moser.

It is a bizarre story that began in October for
this otherwise healthy, career IT professional who
is a commercial diver between computer gigs. 

He was supposed to fly to Trinidad for what he
calls his “dream job” as an IT consultant for a
Caribbean financial firm when he woke with an
extremely swollen face. He thought it was from a
pimple he had tried to excise from his chin earlier. 

“I was dizzy, the edge of my vision was weird,
fuzzy, sort of tunnel vision, I couldn’t concen-
trate, and I felt like all I wanted to do was lay
down; I was very fatigued. That was my body basi-
cally starting to shut things down,” he says.

He ended up in the ER at Northside Hospital.
The staff called a sepsis alert and they did emer-
gency surgery. He was there five days.

Shortly after his release, he noticed pain and
swelling in his cheek. Thankfully a sulfate-based
antibiotic his surgeon prescribed seemed to work.  

When the back of his neck started feeling
funny after a haircut nick, he called his surgeon’s
office for a antibiotic refill, but by the time they
called he was back in Northside with sepsis again.
The result was two emergency surgeries (the sec-
ond one to save his life) and the gaping wounds in
his neck pictured on his fundraising page. 

Back home, he did his own wound care (with
the help of a friend) and pushed IV antibiotics,
saline, and heparin into a PICC line in his bicep.
His wound has to heal from the inside helped by
a custom made topical antibiotic that his pharma-
cist calls liquid gold.

And if almost dying didn’t kill him, the trouble
he is having paying his bills might. 

When he got the consultant job, he was offered
three types of insurance. He read the material and
opted for the most expensive one thinking it
would have the best coverage. Think again.  

He says his daily hospital bill was about
$12,000 and his insurance is only covering about
$200 a day; that doesn’t take into account the sur-
geries. He is appealing, but all he gets are more
denials. His services for the Caribbean financial
concern never re-appeared so he has no income,
and his landlord wants to raise his rent. He has
gotten help through a gentleman who generously

offered to team with a 501(c)(3) to cover the rent,
but he says he probably owes about $300,000
now. 

“It freaked me out when he told me I was
dying…Dying, from a lousy staph infection due
to bacteria that is apparently always all around
us…all the time, ready to get in via any skin open-
ing. The fact that it could still kill me, has made
me do a lot of soul searching.”

“As embarrassing as it is, I’m struggling to beat
this illness physically, to pay for the medication to
combat it, and afford anything else while I heal
and get back on my feet.”

“I have no savings left, none. That’s what’s got
me feeling more vulnerable…and I thought the
insurance was supposed to cover it.”

So far he has raised $4,705 toward a goal of
$250,000. 

To read more or donate go to
www.gofundme.com/STAPHisNOjoke.

A Fight For Life and Livelihood
By Betsy Judge

Kai injects medicine through his PICC line
that ran directly into a big vein,

right above his heart, via the bicep. 

Accepting New Patients 
Call today for 

an appointment

GYN Services 
 Laser Hair Removal~Botox~ 

 Facial Fillers ~Micro Needling 
Call For Our Monthly Special 

727-954-8744 
BayGynecological.com 

BayAesthetics.com
712 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Donna Hargrove, DO

Bio-Identical 
Hormone 
SpecialistJessica LeVan MS, ARNP

Kai Moser pictured shortly after surgery for sepsis (left) 
and four months later sporting a goatee to cover the scar. 

Parts of his face are numb from nerve damage.  

One of the less disturbing 
photos from Kai Moser’s
gofundme page shows his 
post-op wound packed 

with gauze. It has to heal 
from the inside out.
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Nuclear Space Power... Initial tests in Nevada
on a compact nuclear power system designed to
sustain a long-duration, NASA human mission on
the inhospitable surface of Mars have been suc-
cessful and a full-power run is scheduled for late
March.  National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and U.S. Department of
Energy officials, at a Las Vegas news conference,
recently detailed the development of the nuclear
fission system under NASA's Kilopower project.
What will become months-long testing began last
November at the energy department's Nevada
National Security Site, with an eye toward provid-
ing energy for future astronaut and robotic mis-
sions in space and on the surface of Mars, the
Moon or other solar system destinations. A key
hurdle for any long-term colony on the surface of
a planet or moon, as opposed to NASA's six short
lunar surface visits from 1969 to 1972, is possessing
a power source strong enough to sustain a base,
but small and light enough to allow for transport
through space. And Mars, the most likely planet,
has a very difficult environment for power systems,
with less sunlight than the Earth, very cold night-
time temperatures and dust storms that can last
weeks or months and even engulf the entire planet.
So Kilopower's compact size and robustness allows
NASA to deliver multiple units on a single lander
to the surface that can provide tens of kilowatts of
power.  In the not too distant future, the technol-

ogy could power habitats and life-support systems,
enable astronauts to mine resources, recharge
rovers and run processing equipment to transform
resources such as ice on the planet into oxygen,
water and fuel. It could also potentially augment
electrically powered spacecraft propulsion systems
on missions to the outer planets.

Get Out... For older people, getting out of the
house regularly may contribute to a longer life, and
the effect is independent of medical problems or
mobility issues, according to new research from
Israel. For study participants in their 70s, 80s and
90s, the frequency with which they left the house
predicted how likely they were to make it to the
next age milestone, researchers report in the
Journal of the American Geriatrics Society.  “The
simple act of getting out of the house every day
propel people into engagement with the world,”
said lead author Dr. Jeremy Jacobs of Hadassah-
Hebrew University Medical Center in Jerusalem. It
appears that being social is important in the
process of aging.

Camel Beauties… The month long national
“Camel Festival” in Saudi Arabia ended last
month, mostly on a positive note, but there were
some problems. At least a dozen camels were dis-
qualified from this year’s “camel beauty contest”
because their handlers used Botox to make them
more handsome. We are being told that much is
changing in Saudi Arabia: the country is getting its

first movie theaters and soon women will be per-
mitted to drive. The authorities eventually hope to
diversify the economy away from the oil that has
been its lifeblood for decades. But as they seek to
transform the conservative kingdom, the Saudi
authorities are trying to smooth the path for
reform by emphasizing traditional aspects of their
culture. And for the tribesmen of Arabia, nothing
is more essential than the camel, used for centuries
for food, transport, and as a war machine and com-
panion. So, the authorities have ramped up the
country's annual month-long camel festival, which
was relocated last year from the remote desert to
the outskirts of the capital. On a rocky desert
plateau, the government has erected a permanent
venue to host the headline events that include
races and show competitions with combined purs-
es of $57 million dollars.  There were food stalls
and souvenir shops, a petting zoo featuring the
world's tallest and shortest camels, a museum with
life-size, sand sculptures of camels, a tent for tast-
ing camel's milk and viewing camel-hair textiles.

But That’s Not All... The word “curfew” comes
from the French phrase “couvre-feu,” which means
to “cover the fire.”  It was used, in the olden days,
to describe the time of blowing out all lamps and
candles.  It was later adopted into Middle English
as “curfeu,” which later became the modern “cur-
few,” with today's meaning of staying home and
off the streets.

Wayne’s World

Nuclear Space Power… Get Out… 
Camel Beauties… and More…

By Wayne Shattuck

Take 18 University of South
Florida honor students, combine
them with the  staff of the Gulf
Beaches Historical Museum and
the St. Pete Beach Library in a
semester long project, and you
have a winning combination. 

This unique class taught by
Professor Catherine Wilkins, is an
Honors Capstone college course
based at Tampa’s USF campus.
Students get hands-on experience
recording oral histories, producing
documentary photography, digitiz-
ing visual and print artifacts, cata-
loguing and creating a historical
archive, and doing group research
and community engagement.

There are 17 seniors and one
junior. Only two are from Pinellas
County and a third are from out of
state. Their majors are as diverse as
computer science, sociology, com-
munication, biomedical sciences
and history. Classes are divided
between the museum, the library
and the campus and go through May. 

At the museum the class is helping digitize items
they selected from the collection. They are also
identifying and exploring social, political and envi-
ronmental issues that affect the beach cities to help
develop histories on things like climate change,
hotel workers or immigration.

They have also interviewed volunteers, listened
to stories of island history, plus put together their
own exhibit created from the museum’s collection.

The museum volunteers look forward to continued
work with the honor classes.  It is an excellent way
to educate coming generations about preserving
local history while helping to digitalize parts of the
collection.

“We are privileged to be a part of the USF Honor
program and welcome the opportunity to help
these students in digitizing some of our extensive
historic collection,” says Spencer Lucas, president
of the Friends of the Museum.  “Our volunteers tell
me how exciting these young folks are to be around,

and we thank Professor Wilkins and
Library Administrator Betcinda
Kettells for including the museum in
this wonderful project.”

At the library the students are
learning to place selected digitized
items on the Pinellas Memory his-
toric website.

“As information is increasingly
accessed through digital means it is
very exciting for the St. Pete Beach
Library to partner with the Gulf
Beaches Historical Museum and 
the University of South Florida 
to undertake a collaboration to digi-
tize materials in the Museum’s 
collection,” says Kettells. “Pinellas
Memory connects people to the
county’s unique historical docu-
ments and this collaboration makes
available for the first time materials
that represent south county.
Additionally, challenges to the cur-
rent lifestyle from environmental
changes and aggressive community
development will be easier to track

as the project digitizes more documents, maps, pho-
tos, and oral histories. Businesses, tourists, genealo-
gists and more will benefit from the ease of access
to our local history.”     

“This project is a great opportunity for the stu-
dents to gain experience working with partners out-
side of campus,” says Wilkins. “They are learning to
listen and respond to others, as well as share their
own expertise and opinion in a helpful way.”

Museum, Library Share Beach Experiences
By Sally G. Yoder

TIR Staff Photo

Honor students from the University of Florida, Tampa campus attend 
class at the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum.  They make the trek to 

St. Pete Beach to learn about historical archiving and other related skills 
in a real-life setting at the museum and the St. Pete Beach Library. 
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Sam’s Efforts Pay Off
Last July Treasure Island resident

Samantha Singh (second from left) joined
other kids with Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) to
lobby Congress to renew the Special
Diabetes Program which funds research for a
cure. The bill was passed over in September,
but was extended through 2017.  It lapsed
again and the T1D community went into full force to get it included, but it was
passed over again January.  Finally in February it passed. Sam’s tireless efforts
paid off according to her mom Joyce Singh.  Now they are gearing up for the
annual JDRF One Walk, Apr. 14. You can donate at www2.jdrf.org/goto/sam.

Notable Achievements

C21 Realtor of the Year
Gabrielle Bettig was named Realtor of

the Year for the Tierra Verde Office of
Century 21 Coast to Coast. She has been
with the firm for more than eight years and
has been our Realtor of the Year for five of
the last six years. “Gabrielle is a dynamic,
knowledgeable and hard working Realtor
and we are very proud of her,” said Randall
K. Ierna, Managing Broker. “She embodies
our slogans ‘Smarter, Bolder, Faster’ and
‘Think Globally and act Locally.’”

Eckerd Unveils Center
for Visual Arts

Eckerd College held a grand opening for the
The Helmar and Enole Nielsen Center for Visual
Arts in February.  It is a 33,000-square-foot space,
blended seamlessly into the campus’s natural beau-
ty courtesy of large glass walls overlooking Fox
Pond. Its special features include two galleries, a
ceramics wing, digital arts and audio studios, a
printmaking workshop, and seven semi-private student studios. It was largely funded by gifts from
more than 350 Arts Fellows ($5,000 or more)—including Helmar E. Nielsen of St. Petersburg.

Business News

Local Artists Help Keep Beaches Clean
Treasure Island held a celebration in February

to commemorate the installation of seven signs
designed by area residents to prompt beach-goers
to help keep the area beaches clean. The winning
artists are: Barbara Grilli, Mari Kittle, Sarah
Weidner, Ross Lenehan, Lelitia Diggs, and Sydney
Jenkins. Sponsors include: Treasure Island Madeira
Beach Chamber, Treasure Islettes, Caddy’s on the
Beach, Bilmar’s Beach Café, Ross Lenehan and Sloppy Joe’s. See more photos on
page 23. Photo courtesy of Treasure Island.

Free Clinic
Recognized

St. Petersburg Free Clinic’s Virginia and
David Baldwin Women’s Residence received
its Recovery Residence Certification from the
Florida Association of Recovery Residences
(FARR), the statewide chapter of the National
Association of Recovery Residences (NARR).
FARR evaluates and monitors organizations providing recovery support in com-
munity-based, residential settings throughout Florida.  They are the first organiza-
tion of its kind in Pinellas County to receive this certification.

First Soup-er Bowl Donations Arrive
Supporters of CASA

(Community Action Stops
Abuse) drop off donations for the
annual Soup-er Bowl fundraiser
in early February. As the official
domestic violence center in the
county, they run a 133 bed shel-
ter.  Last year the annual event
held in February collected
enough food to feed their resi-
dents for five months.  

Spring For ward • Daylight Sav ings Starts March 11Local Musician Honored
Singer, songwriter and music arranger Bobby

Smith was honored with The Akademia Music Award
for Best Pop Rock Song for ‘My Trustworthy Love.’ It
is his 11th Akademia award.  He also recently signed
with a major film library in Los Angeles making his
music eligible for use in the future for film compa-
nies, TV shows, video arcades, and more purposes
internationally. Congratulation. Learn more at
www.bobbysmithentertainment.com. 

The 7th Annual Classic Car & Truck Show and
Taste of Tierra Verde will fill the downtown plaza
Mar. 31 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Stroll among more than 125 classic vehicles to
music by DJ Tom's Traveling Tunes. There’s local
fare, fun activities for children and free popcorn.

The popular event is presented by the Tierra
Verde Business Partnership (TVBP) and  Premium
Productions. The Tierra Verde Fire Department
(TVFD) is also instrumental in supporting the show.

Proceeds from this year will be shared with The
Pinellas Sheriff's Police Athletic League (PAL).
Operating out of the Lealman Sports Complex,
Pinellas PAL offers after school tutoring and a host
of other activities for 6th to 12th grade kids. 

The TVPB supports and promotes existing and
new businesses on the island and businesses off
Tierra Verde owned or managed by residents. Their
goal is to promote Tierra Verde as an island known
for its business appreciation and community spirit

where people work and live together for a mutually
positive result both economically and socially.

Sponsorships are available.  Go to www.tier-
raverdebusinesspartnership.com

The annual Classic Car & Truck Show 
and Taste of Tierra Verde is a hit each 
spring and supports local nonprofits.

Cars, Trucks and Tastes Come to Tierra Verde
By TIR Staff
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Puzzlers can find the answers to all these brain teasers at
www.TheIslandReporter.com under “Puzzles”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 11

Sudoku
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Local Events, Activities & Announcements
Gulfport

Mar. 2 & 17: Gulfport Art-Walk, 6 - 10 p.m.
Shop, eat and enjoy more than 35 unique business-
es, boutiques, galleries, bars, and restaurants along
with arts and craft vendors. Beach Blvd. S.,
Waterfront District.

Mar. 3: Pink Flamingo Home Tour, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tour 10 homes from the very small to a historic,
Spanish-style home, plus the Stetson campus. Walk
or bike 2.25-mile level route. Trolly/van available
for those who need it. Begins at Most Holy Name
of Jesus Catholic Church, 5800 15th Ave. S. Tickets
$20 and $25 day of.  Info and tickets at www.pink-
flamingohometour.com.

Mar. 12: Free Concert, 7 p.m. Enjoy the New
Horizons Band of Gulfport. Songs include 
“A Tribute to George Gershwin,”  Highlights from
“Jersey Boys,” “Wizard of Oz,” and “Chicago”
among other popular tunes. Casino Ballroom,
5500 Shore Blvd S. Info at www.
NewHorizonsBandGulfport.org.

Gulfport Public Library: Go to events at
www.mygulfport.us/gpl for library events or visit at
5501 28th Ave S.

Each Week
Gulfport Fresh Market: Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

3007 Beach Blvd. Info at 727-278-4285. Sept. 12 is
Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA.  

Gulfport Toastmasters: Wednesdays, 6:15 -
7:30 p.m. Community Room, Gulfport Public
Library. 5501 28th Ave. S. Info at 727-537-9098,
info@gulfporttoastmasters.com or www.gulfport-
toastmasters.com.

Throughout the Month
Gulfport Casino: Dance Lessons. $5 for mem-

bers, $8 for non-members. Gulfport Casino: 
5500 Shore Blvd. S.  Info at www.mygulfport.us.

Senior Center Events: Calendar available at
www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org or 727-893-
1231.

South Pasadena
Mar. 23-25: 32nd  Annual Artspring Exhibition,

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Exhibit with artwork in clay, fiber,
wood, metals, glass, photography, paper or paint.
Volunteers needed for various shifts from Mar. 19 – 26.
Artists needed as well. City Hall, 7047 Sunset Dr. S.
Info at www.mysouthpasadena.com.

Mar. 24, Community Garage Sale, 8 a.m - 2 p.m.
Tons of sales throughout the Pasadena Golf Club
Estates. Follow the signs from Gulfport Blvd onto
Robin Road or Royal Palm. Rain Day 3/25.

St. Pete Beach
Mar. 1 - 19: Honor Walk Brick Campaign. The

2018 Brick Campaign is on through March 19.
Installation of the bricks will occur early summer.
Call 727-363-9232 to order.

Mar. 3: Senior Excursion, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. A trip
to the Florida Strawberry Festival. Let someone else
do the driving and relax with friends or meet new
ones. $15 covers transpiration only. Any admission
fees and lunch are extra. Info at www.spbrec.com.
Other trips:

Mar. 10: Ellenton Outlets
Mar. 24: Bok Tower Gardens 
Mar. 31: Tampa Cuban Sandwich Festival 

Mar. 17: Beach Clean Up, 9 - 11 a.m. Semi-
Annual clean-up of Upham Beach. Upham Beach
Concession Stand, 6850 Beach Plaza. Info at 
727-363-9245.

Mar. 17: Underwater Egg Hunt & Spring
Festival, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Dip and dive for Easter
eggs in the pool and stay and play at the Spring
Festival next door! $5 (includes re-entry to pool
after the event). Aquatic Center, 7701 Boca Ciega
Dr. Info at www.spbrec.com.

Apr. 14: Mark Your Calendars: Salute to
Military and First Responders, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
A fun day full of food, music, vendors including
artists, crafts, collectables and more. Informational
exhibits, VA reps and DAV Mobile Service Office,
plus kid's fishing tournament with rod, reel, bait &
tackle provided. Horan Park, 7701 Boca Ciega Dr.
See story on page 10. Info at Veterans Of South
Pinellas County Inc. on Facebook.

Each Week
Corey Avenue Sunday Market, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Up to 75 vendors with locally produced and home-
made items, ready to eat foods and hand crafts.
Live music. Info at www.TampaBayMarkets.com.

PAG Thrift Shop, 9 a.m. - noon, Tuesday -
Thursday and Saturday. Shop quality new and used
items. Supports local charities. 17th Ave. and Pass-
a-Grille Way. Info at 727-360-5508.

All month: 
St. Pete Beach Public Library. Check

www.spblibrary.com for the latest events.

St. Petersburg
Mar. 3 & 4: St. Petersburg Seafood & Music

Festival, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. A weekend of delicious
food and live music. General admission is $7. VIP
Tent is $130 with raw seafood bar, open bar and a
private lounge. Vinoy Park, 701 Bay Shore Dr. NE.
Info at www.seafoodfestivals.com.

Mar. 10: Second Saturday Art Walk, 5 - 9 p.m.
Take in the St. Pete arts scene after hours. Info at
www.stpeteartsalliance.org.

Mar. 17: Marine Yard Sale, 9 a.m. - noon.
Good prices on used sailboats, powerboats, elec-
tronic equipment and motors to benefit Eckerd
College Search and Rescue (EC-SAR). Eckerd
College Waterfront Complex, 4200 54th Ave S.
Info at www.eckerd.edu/waterfront.

Each Week
Mondays:Toastmasters, 6:15 p.m. PARC, 3190

Tyrone Blvd. N. Info at: 727-422-8856.

Tierra Verde
Mar. 17: Great American Cleanup, 

9 am - Noon. Tampa Bay Watch, in partnership
with Keep Pinellas Beautiful, is recruiting volun-
teers to cleanup of the Skyway fishing piers, 
Fort De Soto Park,  Coffee Pot Bayou, and
Cunningham Key. Info and registration at
www.tampabaywatch.org. 

Mar. 31: Tierra Verde Car Show and Taste of
Tierra Verde, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Up to 125 classic
vehicles plus music, food from local restaurants
and activities for kids. Benefits Pinellas Sheriff's
Police Athletic League. See story on page 19. Info
at www.tierraverdebusinesspartnership.com 

Treasure Island
Mar. 7: March Madness Concert, 7:30 p.m.

Free concert with selections from John Philip
Sousa’s March King by the South Pasadena
Community Band. Community Center, 1 Park
Place & 106th Ave. Info at www.southpasadena-
band.com. 

Each Week
Thursday Bingo, 6:45 p.m. Early bird, 

7:45 p.m. Regular. Cash prizes. Snack bar & free
coffee. Hosted by the Treasure Islettes.  Community
Center 1 Park Place and 106th Avenue.

Friday Morning Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Open
air market featuring local art & crafts, produce,
plants/flowers, independent distributors, fair trade,
and interesting flea items. Free. Community Center
Park, 154 106th Ave

Seminars and Classes
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 Safe

Boating Classes, 7 p.m., each Tuesday.   A 12-week
continuous cycle of classes; start anytime; includes
400 pages of materials. Initial registration is 
6:30 p.m.  $45 for 12 weeks ($60 for couples shar-
ing a manual) . Call Jim at 727-360-4846, Warren at 
727-321-7801, or Phil at 865-2226. 1500 Pass-a-
Grille Way, St. Pete Beach.  

Mar. 6: Which Boat is for You?, Mar. 13:
Equipment for Your Boat, Mar. 20: Waterway
Watch/Trailering Your Boat, Mar. 27: Handling Your Boat

St. Pete Sail and Power Squadron Seminars,
Students must be 12 or older and pre-registration is
required. Maximum of 20 students per class.
Classes are held at the St Petersburg Sailing Center,
250 2nd Ave. SE, Demens Landing. Class details
and registration at www.boating-st.pete.org under
Seminars.

Mar. 19: America’s Boating Course, 
7 - 9 p.m. Seven week course. Graduates qualify for
a Florida Boating Safety Education ID Card and
may qualify for insurance discounts. Materials 
$45 per family. 

St. Pete Beach Recreation Center Classes,
Classes in art, dance, self defense for women and a
variety of other topics throughout the month.
Classes for kids too. Go to www.spbrec.com for a
complete listing or call 727-363-9245.

Treasure Island Art Guild Workshops, Info at
treasureislandartguild.org. 

Each Month
Suncoast Hospice Caregiver Education and

Support, Gain new skills, self-confidence and emo-
tional support with Suncoast Hospice’s caregiver pro-
grams. Info at www.suncoasthospice.org/caregivers.

Announcements
Scholarship Opportunity. The St Pete Road

Runners is accepting applications through March 19
for SPRR Ben Fudge Scholarships. The scholarships
are awarded annually to high school seniors who excel
academically, are members of their varsity track or
cross country team and meet the criteria. This year
$2,000 will be awarded each to a worthy student from
a Pinellas County private and public high school.
Information and applications are at www.sprr.org.

Bay Sailors, a sailing club for singles celebrating
25 years of fun and sailing is looking for a few good
skippers with sailboats.  Info at www.baysailors.org.

Fundraisers
Apr. 14: Mark Your Calendars: Gulf

Fundraiser, 7:30 a.m. registration. Support
Clearwater High School Football program for kids
at this gulf tourney. $10,000 hole in one, two-night
stay at Shephards Resort, jewelry, gift certificates,
rounds of golf from elite, private courses and more.
Golfers receive, goodie bags, free breakfast 
and lunch, awards banquet, trophies and prizes.
Bardmoor Golf and Tennis Club, 
8001 Cumberland Rd., Largo. Info at www.torna-
dostrong.org.

Get news and information
you can use to plan your week,
delived each Tuesday to your

inbox.
SSiiggnn--uupp aatt wwwwww..tthheeiissllaannddrreeppoorrtteerr..ccoomm
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

RESERVE A BUSINESS CARD SPACE TODAY! Email: info@theislandreporter.com
Black/White Business Card Ads: $60 or buy three get one free.

Pasadena Golf Club Estates Pasadena Golf Club Estates 
Community Garage SaleCommunity Garage Sale

SSaattuurrddaayy 33//2244 88aamm--22ppmm 
((RRaaiinn DDaayy SSuunnddaayy 33//2255))

FFoollllooww tthhee ssiiggnnss ffrroomm GGuullffppoorrtt BBllvvdd
oonnttoo RRoobbiinn RRooaadd oorr RRooyyaall PPaallmm.. 
TToonnss ooff SSaalleess TThhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee AArreeaa!!

813-440-9572 
813-498-7457

FREE ESTIMATES
 Licensed & Insured

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

AuTOmObIlES

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast
Foundation education, prevention,
& support programs. FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-844-513-9098
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-
800-902-7815
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR
RV? Do the humane thing. Donate
it to the Humane Society. Call 1-
800-831-6309
EDucATION/INSTRucTION

AVIATION CAREERS – Hands on
training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call
AIM 866-314-5838

FINANcIAl

ARE YOU IN DEBT? Get help now
with a 30 minute Phone debt
analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00
pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All
Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331

HAVE 10K IN DEBT? National Debt
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB.
You could be debt free in 24-48
months. Call 1-866-465-4307
now for a free debt evaluation.
UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO
INJURY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc., Social Security
Disability Attorneys! FREE
Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175! Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr.
TX/NM Bar. Local Attorneys
Nationwide.

HEAlTH &  mEDIcAl

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? If you have insur-
ance, you may qualify for the per-
fect brace at little to no cost. Get
yours today! 1-800-862-8392
FDA-REGISTERED HEARING
AIDS. 100% Risk-Free! 45-Day
Home Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it, PAY
ONLY $299 per aid. FREE Shipping.
Call Hearing Help Express 1- 877-
442-6921
LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If
So, You and Your Family may Be
Entitled To A Significant Cash
Award. Call 855-839-6761 To
Learn More. No Risk, No Money
Out of Pocket

MEDICARE DOESN'T COVER ALL
OF YOUR MEDICAL EXPENSES. A
Medicare Supplemental Plan can
help cover costs that Medicare
does not. Get a free quote today by
calling now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-
866-3027
OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE
info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR
MAY BE COVERED BY MEDICARE!
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
855-397-7056
SUFFERING FROM KNEE, BACK
OR JOINT PAIN? A Pain Relieving
Orthotic Brace Can Help! Fast/Easy
Medicare Approvals with
Qualifying Prescription. We Handle
the Paperwork. Call Now! 1-844-
245-6904

HElP WANTED

$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn Extra
income assembling CD cases from
Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com 

mIScEllANEOuS

AT&T HIGH SPEED INTERNET
Starting at $40/month. Up to 45
Mbps! Over 99% Reliability! Bundle
AT&T Digital TV or Phone Services
& Internet Price Starts at
$30/month. Call 1-888-274-1454
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
Publications sold at all major secu-
lar & specialty Christian book-
stores. CALL Christian Faith
Publishing for your FREE author
submission kit. 1-844-506-6434
CALL EMPIRE TODAY® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-
800-214-0166 (t)
CROSS COUNTRY MOVING, Long
distance Moving Company, out of
state move. $799 Long Distance
Movers. Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now – Get
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM
All-Included Package. Over 185
Channels. $60/month (for 12
Months.) CALL – 877-808-9508
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply 1-800-496-2603 

DISH NETWORK. 190+ CHAN-
NELS. FREE Install. FREE Hopper
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos).
Add High Speed Internet – $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE
25%! 1-855-895-7245
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED
INTERNET. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-877-929-1176
ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED,
DELIVERED TO-THE-DOOR
OMAHA STEAKS! SAVE 75% PLUS
get 4 more Burgers & 4 more
Kielbasa FREE! Order The Family
Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.
Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689CZX or visit
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43
FAST INTERNET! HUGHESNET
SATELLITE INTERNET. High-
Speed. Avail Anywhere. Speeds to
15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price 1-800-
958-6917
GET AN IPHONE 8 OR SAMSUNG
GALAXY8 FOR $34/MONTH. Call
AT&T Wireless today to learn how
to get a new phone. Call while sup-
plies last. 1-855-892-2388

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE. Have your prod-
uct idea developed affordably by
the Research & Development pros
and presented to manufacturers.
Call 1-844-349-8351 for a Free
Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation.
SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV,
INTERNET & VOICE FOR $29.99
EA. 60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. More
Channels. Faster Internet.
Unlimited Voice. 1-877-279-4652
SUPPORT OUR SERVICE MEM-
BERS, VETERANS AND THEIR
FAMILIES in their time of need. For
more information, visit the Fisher
House website at www.fisher-
house.org.
WATER DAMAGE. Dealing with
water damage requires immediate
action. Local professionals that
respond immediately. Nationwide
and 24/7. No mold calls. Call
today! 1-800-730-6976.

SERVIcES

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral serv-
ice. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855-
836-8564

  Florida Statewide Network Ads
For information on placing a network ad that will run throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers, 

contact the classified department at 727-631-4730, or via email at info@theislandreporter.com.
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Signs Designed to Save Mother Nature
The City of Treasure Island held a sign contest last spring with the goal of 

creating awareness about the importance of keeping area beaches clean. These are
the winners and their names along with the business sponsors are listed on 
page 19. Photos courtesy of Treasure Island.

Tampa Bay Goes
Red for Women

Buildings around Tampa Bay
turned red in support of Go Red
for Women Day. The American
Heart Association came up with
the event in 2004 to dispel myths
that cardiovascular disease is an old
man’s issue. Nearly a half million
women die of it each year. In St.
Pete the Museum of Fine Arts, The
Dali and Freedom Bank participat-
ed. Photos by Krayeradventures.

The Island Reporter Picture Page

Tampa Bay Watch in Pictures
These photos capture many of the activities of Tampa Bay Watch

staff and volunteers as they work to restore the Tampa Bay Estuary,
educate people on the importance of a healthy bay and raise money
to keep the organization going. Photos by TIR staff and TBW.

ISLAND TOONS by bruce W. Norris
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We need more inventory, and would love to add your property to our rental inventory to be featured on our web sites. Our team of professionals have been serving your community for over 25 years. CALL US TODAY!

TIERRA V
ERDE

BUSINES
S OF THE

YEAR 20
16

Are you looking to sell your home…find a new home?
Let me do a  free no obligation Market analysis of your home and area. 
I can do the job, and do it right! Call or email Kim Shuey, REALTOR™ 
727-488-7627 shueyk19@gmail.com  Century 21 Coast to Coast

TIERRA ISLE MARINA RESIDENCES CONDO. Executive
3BR/3.5Bath with flowing floor plan that brings the outdoors 
in and captures the peacefulness of a nightly sunset over 
the Pass-A-Grill Channel. Gourmet kitchen, granite counters,
cherry cabinets, designer range hood and six burner gas
range. Walk in pantry and wine reserve cooler. All BR's have
private baths. Jetted tub & walk in shower in master bath.
Great room features and elaborate fireplace of carved 
cherry wood. PRIVATE DOCK two covered parking garage
spaces. Come make this your own tranquil retreat. 
Contact Charlotte Wright, REALTOR 502-599-6974

ST. PETERSBURG-TROPICAL PARADISE! 
Many upgrades to this elegant and spacious 
3600+ sq. ft. custom built BR/3.5BTH. Two Levels. 
Well equipped kitchen with granite counters, Jenn Air
stainless appliances, solid wood cabinets and walk in
pantry. Master suite with two walk in closets. Screened
patio with custom designed pool and spa in a 
private setting. Convenient to everything! $540,000. 
Contact Sam Bennett, REALTOR 727-710-1334

Century 21 Coast to Coast
150 Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

727-867-8633

THIS IS A MUST SEE. Beautiful restored home in the much
desired Crescent Lake area. You will fall in love with its
character and charm. You will have your own private
oasis in the backyard with privacy fence, beautiful
mature royal palms and landscaping complete with 
landscape lights with dimmers and timer controls as well
as additional storage shed . The back has the ability to
park up to 6 vehicles as well and an out of site area large
enough for an RV or boat with trailer. Everything has been
restored to its original state. Kitchen has high in stainless
steel appliances, granite counter tops with gas range.

Amazing large Master bedroom with huge custom walk-in closet with air and ceiling fan. There
are so many extras you have to see it to believe it. Call Kim Shuey, REALTOR™ 727-488-7627

PRIZED WATERFRONT TOWNHOUSE AT THE VILLAGE
Spacious 2/2 1/2 town home with open floor plan,
garage & bonus room, and direct water views 
surrounded with all the resort style amenities the
Village has to offer. Heated pools, spas, saunas, 
clubhouse with fitness center, party room, and kitchen,
Har Tru tennis courts, fishing pier, nature walk, and
gated 24/7. Enjoy the benefit of lots of room with the
perks of condo living. Recently listed at $399,000 and
ready to be your primary or second home. 
Call Judy Bader 727-698-3831 to see this great property.

CONGRATULATIONS TO GABRIELLE (GABY) BETTIG,
for achieving our top realtor status for 2017. 
This makes five times in the last six years that she 
has been our #1 realtor call her at 727-385-9017.

PALMA DEL MAR $25,000 PRICE REDUCTION - VERY MOTIVATED
SELLER (RELOCATING)! - Enjoy the Florida lifestyle from this
"move in ready" 2 Bedroom/2Bath CORNER UNIT, large 
balcony with views of the Isla Del Sol golf course, and 
partial views of the Bay. $215,000. MLS# U7843981.  
To preview call Gabrielle Bettig, Realtor 727-385-9017 
or Tasha England, Realtor 727-773-7805

LOTS OF LOTS! 
1) Historic Roser Park $100,000.
2) Large Park St Lot. $350,000.
3) Lakefront Lot, Oceanview Dr. $650,000.
4) Fabulous Greenland Preserve, 1.3 Acre lot 
w/ covered boatslip, $1,250,000.
Call Randall Ierna, BrokerREALTOR™ 727-647-0813

PRICE REDUC
ED

PRICE REDUC
ED

NEW LISTING

TIERRA VERDE! ST PETE BEACH! Boaters, waterfront townhome
with DEEDED BOAT SLIP 8,000 lb. LIFT on sailboat (deep) water.
This spacious 2BR/2.5BA/2 car tandem garage townhome
has an open floor plan with living/dining rm & separate 
eat-in kitchen with laminate floors. Living room has 
wood-burning fplc, balcony overlooking the canal and
docks. Master bath has dual sinks, separate shower with
jacuzzi tub while the Master bdrm has a balcony with 
one of the best views in the complex. Asking $310,000. 
Contact Gabrielle Bettig, REALTOR 727-385-9017

REDUCED $25
,000

NEW LISTING


