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Business Leaders Work to
Create Destination
Story and photos by Betsy Judge
There is a purse being made from a sow’s ear
in the Skyway Marina District (SMD) thanks to
Michael Bonaddio, owner of Round Again
Resale, Geary Walton, the general manager of
the Skyway Marina Mall and many other business owners who have taken a gamble and created stores in this retail space being renovated as
funds become available.
What is happening in this formerly neglected
building between 42nd and 46th avenues south
exemplifies what the City of St. Petersburg and
the members of the SMD hope will be happening all over the area.
Whether it’s new projects like the Getaway
Restaurant being build in Maximo Marina and
Sur Club, a 296-unit, mixed-use development
with two restaurants and a lazy river, or renovations being undertaken at the marina and the
mall itself, things are happening here.
The mall makeover began last summer.
Walton arrived in May and Bonaddio was the
first owner to open shop there in June.
“It was all tarps and they really didn’t know
what to do with the mall,” says Bonaddio. “It
was me and my partner’s idea to build proper little stores and turn this into something more
than just a flea market.”
Walton made him the assistant manager and
they went to work. The roof leaked, the electrical had been “sabotaged,” the meter rooms were
boarded up, and they had to replace two, 10-ton
A/C units. The landscaping and parking lot were
an eye sore and mounds of debris were piled up
behind the building.
“Not only did we have to clear out the mall,
but then we had to find a way to bring people in
here,” he adds. Without renters to generate

Volume 15 numbeR 2

CASA Holds
Very Special
Bowl Game
Story and photos
by Betsy Judge
Regardless of which teams battle it out in Super
Bowl LII, there is a group of caring, concerned area
“sports fans” who are putting their money on team
CASA to win a very special bowl game–the 2018
Soup-er Bowl; a drive to collect non-perishable
food for domestic violence survivors in need.

Michael Bonaddio, stops in front of his store
Round Again Resale, during a tour of the new
Skyway Marina Mall. He and Geary Walton,
the general manager, are creating a shopping
haven in the Skyway Marina District.

income, they had to wait to make repairs and
build stores as money became available.
And build they did. According to Bonaddio they
now have 85 businesses in the 82,000 square feet of
space with 30 others on the waiting list.
It is a colorful, eclectic mix of shops including salons, art galleries, resale stores, furniture,
antiques, jewelry, gifts and collectibles, clothes
and food.

Scott Leemon with Eagle Asset Management,
a subsidiary of Raymond James, picks up boxes and
posters at CASA to collect Soup-er Bowl donations in
the eight buildings Raymond James owns in Carillon.

SMD continued on page 12
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Photograph by: Lynne Harding, Tierra Verde (part time)
Great Horned Owl eating a black racer.

Participants are allowed to submit one photo per month by the 10th of the month
for the next contest. Submit to: info@theislandreporter.com

As the official domestic violence center for
southern Pinellas County, CASA (Community
Action Stops Abuse) is a vital safety net for people
trapped in abusive relationships or dealing with the
hardships, trauma and danger after leaving an abuser. Many people in these difficult situations rely on
short-term assistance from CASA including nutritious meals for their family.
The intent is for individuals who are hosting a
Super Bowl party to incorporate a food drive and
encourage their guests to contribute. Not a football
fan? Do a drive among family, friends and co-workers any time through Feb. 28.
“This is our third year,” said Mo Venouziou,
senior communications manager for CASA. They
started the annual drive about the time the
NFL was making news for incidents of domestic
violence. “Someone came up with the idea in
December, and we thought, ‘Why not take this
chance to change the conversation from bad things
about football; let’s make it fun and make it supportive of domestic violence with people having
food drives at their homes during Super Bowl parties.’”
It was also right after they opened their new
133-bed shelter. “Our food costs were just crazy
because of that,” adds Venouziou. “We collected
about three or four months of food that first year.”
CASA continued on page 14
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Shop The Treasures of Treasure Island
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Beverage Beat

The Bubbles of Love
By Ellen L. Capitosti
Valentine’s Day has the reputation of the celebration of love, and since the bubbles from
Champagne are also associated with arousing sensual pleasure, it too is often a part of that celebration.
It became the fashion in the early 20th century
to drink Champaign from a high heel shoe. The
mystique surrounding this phenomenon was resurrected in the 2000’s when the shoe maker
Christian Louboutin partnered with PiperHeidsieck and released a limited edition Cuvée
Brut Champagne with a crystal Champagne flute
masquerading as a red-soled stiletto.
It is also widely thought that Monk Dom
Perignon was the “Father of Champagne;” however, other monks are known to have produced
sparkling wines more than 100 years earlier. Monk
Dom Perignon did alter the method of making
Champagne (for the better), that continues to this

day including blending still wines prior to the secondary fermentation, and using a cork to cap off
the creation. Interesting to think how different the
Champagne experience would be without it beginning with a “pop!” of the cork.
“Why does Champagne tend to be so expensive?” After all, it’s just a sparkling wine, right?
Well, yes, technically, but true Champagne not
only has some of the most intricate laws governing
its winemaking process, it is grown on the most
expensive, French vineyard real estate on the planet. Land prices for these vineyards can top 1 million euros an acre, due to their unique characteristics that allow wines to be consistent in quality.
Also less than 2 percent of the Champagne region
can be planted with vineyards. This region grows
more potatoes than grapes. Additionally, hundreds
of wines may be blended to produce a single

Champagne–all adding to the base costs of a quality French Champagne.
Sparkling wines marked “Champagne” when produced in the U.S. are known to be inferior to the
many high quality U.S. produced “sparkling wines.”
The domestic “Champagnes” are denoted in this way
because the large producers would have a difficult
time selling it, if not marked as such. Champagne carries a certain prestige, for good reason; it is one of the
few commodities in which purchase price truly does
denote the quality of the product.
While Valentine’s Day may cost a bit more to satisfy your heart’s desire with Champagne, or domestically produced sparkling wine, it is worth it. After
all, true love is truly priceless.
Ellen Capitosti is the owner of Tostis Spirits &
Fine Wines.
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From the Publisher
By Betsy Judge
Pondering what to write in this space for
February, my husband suggested something about
Valentine’s Day. That is my regular default for this
month unless it is a leap year. Anyway with my
mind set on that as a subject, I began to consider
what about the special day should it be?
I thought about using a poem to get my ideas flowing or writing about its history. Then I caught a portion of CBS Sunday Morning and learned the story of
Clarence Purvis and his undying love for his wife. He
lost Carolyn four years ago. The 93 year-old Reidsville,
Georgia resident shows his continued devotion to her
by starting four days a week at her grave sight and kissing a photo of her on the headstone. Six days a week
he takes a photo of her to Smith’s Restaurant, where
they frequently dined, and sets it his table for lunch
and shares his memories with anyone who cares to listen. He has kept her favorite lamp in the living room

lit since she went into the hospital before she died.
I believe most people yearn to be with someone
they love and who returns that love.
There is no doubt she is one loved lady, and I
daresay most of us do not have spouses or partners
who would go to such an extreme, but maybe that’s
not so bad. I get fresh flowers almost every week and
Joe has been a Godsend to me, particularly when I
was laid up last fall.
When my mom passed away at 64, my dad was
62 and I worried about him being lonely. When he
started dating and found a second love, I was happy
for him and humbled when he asked me if I was OK
with them getting married. They married, but photos of mom were always in the house; he never forgot his first love. I am sure she was more than satisfied with that sign of devotion.
Happy February and Happy Valentine’s Day.

SPPD Briefs Bayway Residents
By Bill Blazowski
Harold Butler,
ABC
Safety and security in the
Principal and point of contact
Pinellas Bayway area was a key
for the CSOs, reported that he
topic at the January Alliance for
saw a definite reduction in
Bayway Communities (ABC)
speeding when the sign was in
seminar. Sgt. Patty Houston
use. The sign records the time
with the St. Petersburg Police
of day and speed of all passing
Department (SPPD) was the
vehicles. Sgt. Houston indicatspeaker. She leads seven other
ed that top speed recorded in
Community Service Officers
this 45 mph speed limit area
(CSOs) in District 1 which
was 86 mph.
includes the Bayway area,
where Officer Meghan Rulison
The data that was recorded
is the CSO main contact.
is being analyzed and will be
While the crime rate in the A portable radar speed detector monitored used to schedule the SPPD
ABC area is very low, Sgt. the speed of drivers at the eastern base of speed prevention unit’s presHouston encouraged contin- the St. Pete Beach bridge during December ence on the Bayway. During
January. The data gathered will help
the past year, about 50 traffic
ued diligence to be sure it stays anddetermine
future police presence on
that way. The focus is on vehi- Pinellas Bayway. Officer Meghan Rulison citations per month have been
issued in this area.
cle crime and SPPD’s guidance
(left inset) is the main contact for the
Bayway. Sgt. Patty Houston briefed
on this matter has been very
Meeting attendees thanked
Bayway residents in January.
consistent … close all windows,
Sgt. Houston, who is retiring
lock your vehicles, never leave
in March, for her service.
the keys in the vehicle, and keep valuables in the
Officers in the CSO program are always interestvehicle out of site.
ed in hearing from associations and individual resiSgt. Houston also addressed traffic issues, espedents. They are available to speak with groups and
cially speeding on the Bayway where SPPD placed
will also address individual questions. The CSO
one of three, recently acquired, portable radar speed
non-emergency number is 727-551-3181.
detection signs at the eastern base of the St. Pete
Bill Blazowski is an ABC Principal.
Beach bridge.
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Let’s Make It Official!
By The Old Professor
I watch educational TV – college football.
Twas during such a study session that my wondering eyes beheld a new fact: Wendy’s is the official
hamburger of the NCAA. A bit of research
revealed that Coors paid $300 million to be the
official beer of the NFL. Colleges across the land
have been queuing to get official beers: New
Mexico State has “Pistol Pete’s 1888 Ale,” Tulane
“Green Wave Beer,” and Purdue “Boiler GoldAmerican Golden Ale.” The University of
Houston chose “Bud Lite,” uncreative at best in a
town with twenty-plus craft breweries. The city of
San Diego has an official beer, “72 and Hoppy.”
But it’s not just beer. Dunkin Donuts is the
official donut of the Jacksonville Jaguars. Baby
Ruth is the official candy bar of major league
baseball. Conventions have official airlines.
Companies have official web sites. NASCAR has
both an official web site and official airline. PGA
says that its tournament scores aren’t official until
they’re posted on its official site by its officials.
California has four official state nuts. I see more
than four walking about every day I’m there. A
newspaper reported that a decision by a
European Court that bridge is not a sport, makes
it official. “Official Payments” will send your
dough to the IRS, for a fee of course. “Official”
clothing company will sell you apparel marked
“Official.”
In my research I discovered the official relationship. Google yielded many articles about
how to know when your relationship is official.
Most targeted female readers. An official relationship is apparently honest and monogamous.
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To achieve official status one must have the
apparently dreaded RDT, relationship defining
talk. The articles reveal angst among women as to
when to initiate such talk. There are indicators:
You’ve met each others’ families. You have left
personal articles at each other’s apartments. He’s
seen you without make-up. You’ve been dates at
others’ weddings. You can sleep together without
having sex. In my age cohort non-sex sleeping
happens a lot.
Once you’ve had the RDT and are official,
you can call each other boyfriend and girlfriend.
Such a thrill! I have always thought there were
better terms once you passed sixteen: sweetheart,
lover, flame, beloved, beau, partner, inamorato,
soul mate, swain, one and only, and even main
squeeze. The Census Bureau uses POSOLQ,
Persons of Opposite Sex Occupying Living
Quarters. Ain’t bureaucracy grand? The sociologists have given us significant other. Academia’s
grand too. Flame and inamorata are pretty good,
but my favorite has always been paramour.
Which would you rather be a significant other or
a paramour?
In my day it was simpler. Marriage hadn’t
gone out of fashion. You went steady with your
steady. If in college, you were pinned to a pinmate. You got engaged to your fiancee. You got
married to your wife or husband. The engagement and wedding were announced in the newspaper. Now things are more complicated, but
official status apparently matters. When it is
achieved you can announce that you are official
PROFESSOR continued on page 10

Luxury Waterfront Living

/FX4JOHMF'BNJMZ)PNFT

35 Jefferson Ct – RESALE

Discover the luxury of Marina Bay, a magnificent master-planned waterfront community
featuring a wide selection of villas, single-family estate homes and low-rise condominiums.
Almost 60 acres of resort-style living overlooking breathtaking Boca Ciega Bay!
t &YDFQUJPOBMRVBMJUZ NBTPOSZDPOTUSVDUJPO MVYVSZGFBUVSFTBOEPVUTUBOEJOHDPOUFNQPSBSZEFTJHO

t Elevated construction for reduced flood insurance premiums.
t8IPMFIPVTFOBUVSBMHBTHFOFSBUPSBWBJMBCMFJOFWFSZOFXVOJUXJUIBVUPNBUJDUSBOTGFSTXJUDI
t"MMMJWJOHTQBDFJTPOone-levelXJUIQSJWBUFFMFWBUPSGSPNHBSBHFCFMPX
t$MVCIPVTFXJUITUBUFPGUIFBSUëUOFTTDFOUFS HFPUIFSNBMIFBUFEQPPM TQB EBZEPDLBOEëTIJOHQJFS
tMPNFOUTUPXPSMEDMBTTCFBDIFTBOENJOVUFTUPEPXOUPXO4U1FUFSTCVSH 5BNQBBOE4BSBTPUB
t%FFQXBUFSCPBUTMJQToOPCSJEHFTUP(Vlf of Mexico.
t(BUFE FYDMVTJWF JODSFEJCMZBDDFTTJCMF

$PNNVOJUZ$MVCIPVTF

Financing Available

727-906-3300

Sunchase Realty, LLC

4BMFT$FOUFS0QFO.PO4BUt4VO/PPO

www.MarinaBayStPete.com

Building #1 Sold Out
Now Selling Building #2

From the $400’s to over $2 million
Broker participation welcome. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change
without notice. Offer void where prohibited by law.

Sales Center: 4 Franklin Court S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
On Pinellas Bayway, just west of Eckerd College
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Tax Return Preparation
Let us prepare your
Federal & State Income Taxes
Business & Personal Tax Returns
Prior Year & Amended Returns.
Tax Prep since 1987

Save $20 With This Ad

Call for an Appointment

KOKOMO
Salon and Spa

Full
Service
Salon
Color/Cut/Style - $65
Cut n’ Style - $35
Men’s Haircut - $15
Pedicure $ 35
Gel Manicure $ 25

727-867-1925

th

$5 Off

4915 34 St. S. • St. Petersburg

with this Ad
First Time
Guests Only

Pride & Joy

All Her World’s a Stage
By Jackie Minniti
theater scene,” Lisa explains. “I wanted to help bring
Lisa Marone of Pass-a-Grille never considered
that back.” So she volunteered to serve on the board.
herself a theater person. While she enjoyed attend“It’s a dedicated group with a diverse skill set,” she
ing an occasional performance, she didn’t give
says. “Some of us have a child in the program and
much thought to what went on behind the scenes.
others have theater experience themselves, so we all
But all that changed when she discovered a local
have a stake in it. We’re focused on connecting with
treasure – the St. Petersburg City Theatre (SPCT).
the community. In the 60s, the theater was so popFounded in 1925, SPCT is the longest continular it had to limit memberuously running community
ship. We’re trying to revive
theater in the state. Once
something in St. Petersburg
housed in an old gristmill, its
that has an incredible history.”
mission was to use communiThe Pass-a-Grille Women’s
ty-produced theatrical proClub, founded in 1922,
ductions to enrich the lives of
reached out immediately to
St. Petersburg’s diverse popusupport that mission.
lation. In the 1950’s, the theAs a member of the board,
ater purchased the building
Lisa does everything from
where it stands today, a
changing toilet paper and meet14,000 square foot structure
ing with electricians to organizlocated at 4025 31st Street S.
ing fundraisers and reaching
When her daughter,
out to local businesses. But for
Georgiana, attended the 2016
Lisa, all the hard work is worth
SPCT summer theatre camp,
the satisfaction she gets when
Lisa’s interest was piqued.
she sees how the theater touch“I was smitten with the
es lives. “This theater affects so
stage,” she recalls. “It’s an old
many people,” she says. She’s
Broadway-style wooden stage
observed children learning life
with big curtains. “ She was also
Pass-a-Grille resident Lisa Marone
impressed with the enthusiasm stands by a sign advocating the salvation skills of empathy, supporting
of the interns and educational of St. Petersburg City Theatre. She joined one another and working as a
cohesive group; the autistic
director. In fact, Georgiana
the board of directors to help save the
child
on stage where all limitaenjoyed the summer camp so oldest the longest continuously running
community theater in the state.
tions are gone and the audimuch, she decided to join the
ence can’t tell the difference,
school year program.
and
the
89-year-old
woman
who organizes the ushers
Lisa also appreciated SPCT’s support for other
and
says
that
this
is
her
home.
According to Lisa,
non-profit organizations. “I’ve enjoyed being
“Something wonderful happens every day.”
involved in community events in St Pete Beach,”
She encourages everyone to join the SPCT
she says. “When The Friends of Gulf Beaches
family.
“It’s much more than a great theater,” she
Historical Museum hosted a fundraiser at SPCT
says. “We’d like people to experience the building
where they purchased a command performance,
and suggest ways to expand its use to other comthe collaboration between two history rich, nonmunity
events. Donations and volunteers to work
profits really touched me.” So when the former
on
productions
are always needed. This is a place
SPCT board made the decision to close the theater,
where everybody can give. There’s a spirit of unity
Lisa decided to get involved. “I’d gone to the perin this community, a level of acceptance when
formances and thought they were wonderful, but I
you
come into the theater. We celebrate that
could tell that the organization was in need,” she
unity,
where everyone is coming together for a
says. That’s when she reached out to Sharon Cook,
common cause; the love of community theater.”
prior board president, to see how she could help.
For more information, go to spcitytheatre.org.
“The SPCT had been the heart of St. Petersburg’s

SIP &
SAVOR
Enjoy a two-course Early Bird Dinner
Special for $10* from 4-6pm daily
at Compass Grille
For reservations, call 727-363-5129
5300 Gulf Boulevard
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
727.363.5100
sirata.com
*Does not include tax and gratuity. Menu items are subject to change.
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Bring Out Your Dogs for SEGD
Story and photos by TIR Staff
On a brisk Saturday afternoon in January,
The Ale and The Witch welcomed well-behaved
dogs and their two-legged masters to enjoy a
beer and learn about the upcoming
Southeastern Guide Dogs (SEGD) Walkathon in
St. Petersburg Feb. 24.
Many of the canines sported vests showing
they were associated with SEGD. Some were puppies being raised by volunteers for a year or so
learning house manners and basic obedience
before they head to formal training. Some were
ambassadors for the program who, with their handlers, go out in the community to conduct educational outreach. A few were breeder dogs who stay
with a host family in their homes until they are
needed for breeding or whelping, and some were
working guide or service dogs.
The non-profit’s eight Walkathons held from
Orland to Ft. Myers each spring are their largest
fundraisers and allow them to raise, train, and
match their guide dogs to visually impaired persons and veterans or others with post-traumatic
stress disorder and other disabilities.
Two and four-legged friends are invited to join
in this exciting community event being held in
Vinoy Park with a 3K walk, live music, local vendors and the SEGD Gift Shop. Festivities begin at
8:30 a.m. with opening ceremonies at 9:30 a.m.
and the walk at 10 a.m.
There is a raffle drawing onsite for $1,000 at
11 a.m., and tickets are available for a $10,000
drawing to be held on May 7.

Participants may join a team or sign up as an
individual. There are also individual fundraising
incentives including Walkathon Dog Bandanas,
T-shirts, polos, tumblers and top incentive is naming a Southeastern Guide Dog puppy or funding
a student scholarship.
For more information or to sign up go to
www.GuideDogsWalkathon.org.

Taylor Dechen, SEGD’s associate director
of philanthropy (center), prepares to promote
the Feb. 24 St. Petersburg Walkathon.

Vicki and John Critchlow from St. Pete
brought their ambassador dog, Coco,
to help promote the Walkathon.

Art Galleries
Unique Boutiques

A curious customer goes nose to nose with
a Southeaster Guide Dog ambassador canine
at The Ale and The Witch.

Co re y Area Businesses

Shop • Dine • Unwind in the Heart of Beautiful St. Pete Beach

Great Dining
Home Furnishings
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Hidden Gem Offers Fun, Challen
They are almost invisible–50 feet up in the air,
backlit with the leafy canopy and branches of the big
Live Oak blocking what light successfully filters
through on the first chilly Saturday morning in
January.
They are kids as young as 6 along with kids at
heart including grandparents who have waited
patiently for their turn to climb the tree at
Pathfinder Outdoor Education in south St.
Petersburg.
Potential climbers check-in, sign waivers, then
hang out until it’s their time to go. Parents and supporters remain outside the yellow tape encouraging
climbers and offering suggestions to those struggling
at it. There are chairs, corn-hole and hula hoops,
watermelon when it's hot and hot chocolate when
it's cold, to help pass the time.
Vale Stradley and daughter Avery from St.
Petersburg wait in line. Avery is a veteran having
made it up about 12 feet the last time they were
there. Vale heard about it on Facebook and watched
that attempt. “I’m trying today,” she says.
Dan Davis from Seminole is there with his son
Noah. Noah has been rock climbing since he was
four and now at six can give the tree a shot.

Open tree climbers are camouflaged
by the Live Oak branches and leaves
against the backdrop of the sun.

“I saw it on a Facebook post,” says
Dan, “someone liked it and I thought it
would be interesting to go.”
Shirley Buckland has made the drive
from Tampa and has been coming for
about five years. This trip includes her
grandson and a neighbor. “What’s so
great about it, is how
much stuff the children
are getting from it. That’s
the biggest thing … they
see the effort and they
feel so good about doing
it and they want to come
back.” She was raised in
a city up north. “I did
not have this opportunity and that’s the good
part about it.”
Pathfinders was the
brainchild of Marsha
Lane.
The
former
Michigander who had
been actively involved in
YMCA Storer Camps
there moved to Florida.
“She didn’t see the same kind of organized
opportunities for kids to get together outside, so she
started Pathfinders literally out of the trunk of her
car and was the first facilitator,” says Amy Durand,
the organization’s co-executive director. “She got
three schools that first year to sign up for field trips
with her and grew the business from there.”
The non-profit is dedicated to building personal,
social and environmental responsibility through the
power of shared experience. They offer experiential
educational programs that develop leadership,
increase self-confidence, and enhance communication through trust and team building activities.
The free Open Tree Climb affords people the
opportunity to get a little taste of what they do.
Dan Joyal, a trained facilitator, is one of a dozen
or so paid staff under the tree working with the
climbers.
“We are going to give you a quick instructional
on how to climb and the rules to climb,” he says as
a group forms around him. “We will be using ropes,
knots and climbing hardware to climb the tree as
opposed to good old fashion hands and feet,” he
says at the start of a very detailed brief on the equipment, process and rules.
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NEW LOCATION • NEW ISLAND GRILLE

By Betsy Judge
reach; that we’re working with people
from all over the state,” she adds.
Because of the rigorous training, they
don’t use volunteers except in the office.
They do need monetary help and sponsors for the Open Tree Climb because
they dropped the $10 per climber
charge in November so anyone could
do it. “It’s a really unique opportunity
for a business. We promote beforehand
on Instagram and Facebook. We put it
on our website, in our e-news letter, and
on banners at the climb. If they are a
retailer they are welcome to set up and
sell during that climb. It’s a great way for
businesses to support a nonprofit while
getting in front of local families and
encouraging people to get outside and
have fun.”
They hold periodic fundraiser with a
big hootenanny in April. This year it’s at
The Side Lot. “It’s a lot of fun. Many of
our
staff are trained and highly skilled
From left, Pathfinder facilitators demonstrate how to use
musicians and we do a hootenanny
the climbing gear before outfitting a group with harnesses
and helmets and helping them clip in for the climb.
(square dance).”
They have fisher people on the
Pathfinders has between 18 and 20 facilitators
staff too. Convenient since it is a fish fry and last
who are part-time. “Many of them have other jobs,
year it was all provided by the staff. “It was delisome of them work more for us than others; we
cious,” adds Durand.
have some people who just come in and help when
Durand says they are also always looking for
we have a really large group,” says Durand. “But
new clients. “Anybody with a school or business
they are phenomenal, we do a lot of training with
that is interested in team building, give us a call and
the staff, we pride ourselves on being a smallish
we’d love to work you. We’ve been around for
nonprofit, but we put a lot of training, trust and
25 years; I think we’re a secret hidden gem.”
faith in our staff-because they literally have kids
For more information go to www.pathfinderlives in the balance.”
outdooreducation.org.
They offer everything from half-day sessions to
five-day overnight trips; each experience tailored for
a particular client’s needs based on the size of the
group, their goals, the time they have available and
any other parameters.
“Sherry (Bagley) my co-director, will pick classes
that she thinks works for them and then put them
into a schedule. We can go to schools, we can meet
people at parks, we have the overnight sites and we
do programs at Boyd Hill. If corporate groups don’t
want to go outside and they have enough room, we
can meet there. We really work with the client to figure out what their goals are.”
Pathfinder Outdoor Education supporters
have a hoot at last year’s Hootenanny,
The have more than 5,000 participants every
their big fundraiser held each April.
year. “That’s pretty impressive. I think people know
This
year it is Apr. 14 at The Side Lot.
us just from the tree climbing and don’t realize our

SAME GREAT FOOD & SERVICE
INDOOR-OUTDOOR BAR

- 125 SEATS OUTSIDE
- LOUNGE AREAS
- VIEW OF THE GRAND CANAL

DOCK AND DINE
PUPPY FRIENDLY
3 OYSTER SHUCKING STATIONS
LIVE MUSIC DAILY
GREAT, CASUAL ISLAND ATMOSPHERE

Daily Specials

Happy Hour: Open - 6 p.m.
Early Bird: 3 - 6 p.m. • 75¢ Oysters: 4 - 6 p.m.

Weekly Specials - Dine In Only

Mon: 1 lb. Snow Crab w/fries & coleslaw – mkt
Tue: $.75 Oysters All Day
Wed: BBQ Blowout w/different BBQ Specials – $18
(after 4 p.m. only)

Thur: 10 oz. Prime Rib Special (after 4 p.m. only)
210 Madonna Blvd., Tierra Verde
727-767-0020. • www.theislandrawbar.com

Home
Marine
Liability
Dental

Auto
Flood
Commercial
Umbrella
Health
Workers Comp
Disability Long Term Care

“I have more than 30
years experience in the
insurance industry. Our
staff is committed to
delivering world-class
service, exceptional
insurance products, and
competitive premiums
to our clients.”

Tom Torgersen,
President

727-577-7222
Next to you, nobody loves your furry family
members more than our Bay Moorings Team
$10 OFF
FULL GROOM
With Patti on Thursdays

FREE INITIAL EXAM
New Clients Only• Expires 3/31/18

$48 Value

Dr. Scot M. Trefz Dr. Jennifer DeStefano Dr. Austin Plummer

Top Honors UF Grad
Owner & Medical Director
18+ Years Experience
St. Pete Native/Resident
25+ Years Experience
UF Graduate
and Ultrasonographer
Tierra VerdeFull
Resident
St.
Pete
Resident
Service Facility “One Stop Shop”

t'SJFOEMZ'BNJMZ0SJFOUFE
t6MUSB$PNQBTTJPOBUF&YQFSJFODFE5&".
t'VMM4FSWJDF'BDJMJUZi0OF4UPQ4IPQw

For all your furry family member’s needs!
3695 50th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg
Next to Publix & the “Maximo
Moorings Round About”

727-867-0118
www.baymooringsanimalhospital.com

4615 Gulf Blvd., Suite 104, St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
tom@aiainsurancecorp.com • www.aiainsurancecorp.com
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Encouraging Words

Looking For Love In All
The Wrong Places?
By Dennis Merritt Jones
“What you seek is seeking you...Your task is not to
seek for love, but merely to seek and find all the barriers
within yourself that you have built against it.” ~ Rumi
With February being the month when the
words, “I love you” seem to be more freely spoken
or expressed, it seems appropriate to explore some
of the different aspects of love. From antiquity,
masters, poets, writers, songsmiths and just about
every person on the planet has sought to fathom
the eternal depths and the meaning of love–from
whence it comes and why it seems that some people experience it more than others.
The fact is, love is not in short supply. Are
there any beliefs hanging out in the shadows of
your mind that are tied to thoughts that perhaps
you are not lovable? If there is, it’s a lie you know.
You were not born with those beliefs someone put
them there, and over time those false beliefs can
become the barrier between who you think you
are and who you really are. Who you truly are was
with you at birth and before, and still is in this
very moment (and it is quite love-able); it waits in
smiling repose for you to pull away the shroud of
false beliefs that have you scampering around,
looking for love somewhere “out there.” You
came “hardwired” from the Creator to love and
be loved; to be a conduit through which love
freely flows both ways.
Rumi is spot on: What you seek is seeking you

follow us!

60+

10a
-2p

WWW.TAMPABAYMARKETS.COM

and has been since the day you were born. The
practice is to slow down so it can catch up with
you. Discover it within first and trust that the law
of attraction will kick in and do its thing, drawing
to you the people who will reflect and affirm the
love you have for yourself.
As a way to make this awareness more palpable, consider taking some time today to spend
outside. Stand in the sunlight and feel its penetrating presence and warmth sharing itself with
you and all others, holding itself back from none.
Then find a flower and observe it receiving
warmth from the same source of light. Finally,
find a weed and discover that it too is basking in
the glory of the same light from which you and
the flower benefit. Then, repeat the exercise and
visualize the sunlight as love offering itself to you
unconditionally, no strings attached. Can you
receive that love as freely as you do the sunlight?
Perhaps the real question is, can you extend that
love to others as freely with no strings attached?
Take your cue from the sun; this would be a
good day to enter into a more indiscriminate loving of all that is, and perhaps the best place to
begin is in the mirror with that beautiful being
you see looking back at you.
Copyright © 2018 - DMJ Presentations
www.DennisMerrittJones.com
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on Facebook. Once again social media rules
the day.
Official may mean something legal. Marriage
licenses are official. They are issued by public
officials in official bureaus and made official by
the signing of officially licensed presiding officials like priests, notaries, or judges. Birth certificates are official too. Anyone, even Barack
Obama, can get a copy.
In the world of commerce, official, however,
means big bucks to your advertising agency. So
there is great scrambling to get some product or
event named official by some entity with presumed influence. Am I likely to eat more official

hamburgers than unofficial ones? Are Houston
students more likely to drink “Bud Lite”?
Since the answers are obviously yes, Coors
bet $300 million, the Old Professor is happy to
offer official status to any person, place, or thing
that meets his high standard, a fat bank account.
Just send an email with an appropriate monetary
offer to oldeprof@gmail.com. I promise a quick
response. I’ll even send an official certificate.
What could be more official than that? You can
announce it on any social medium you choose.
Certified Official by David H. Smith, Ph.D.,
retired professor.

GOLF THE MOC!
Tee off on this newly renovated championship course
featuring tifeagle greens, celebration Bermuda fairways
and tees. Experience why the MOC is becoming "One
of the best public facilities in the Tampa Bay Area."

20 minutes from St. Pete. Closet course in Manatee County.
Wednesdays are
first responders and
sports bar I full clubhouse I weddings banquets
military appreciation day. Get 10%
and events l semi-prIvate memberships
discount on golf and restaurant PURCHASES.
I driving range I lessons available

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1.b 2.a 3.a 4.c 5.a 6.c 7.b 8.a 9.c 10.b

Open to the public • Call for Tee Times (941) 723-0500 or book online at
GolfTheMoc.com • Located just seconds off of I-75 and I-275 in Palmetto at
exit 229 • Just 20 minutes from St. Pete. Closest course in Manatee County.
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It’s Festival Time at the Museum

“Let Us Help You Lift Your Spirits Everyday”

By Sally G. Yoder with TIR staff photos
The Gulf Beaches Historical Museum’s annual
Island Festival on Saturday, March 3, will be a
double event celebrating the festival’s 15th year
combined with the museum’s 25th anniversary.
The museum is a special treasure located in the
Pass-a-Grille area of St. Pete Beach and its mission
is “to collect, preserve and exhibit island history,”
which is accomplished by a dedicated group of
volunteers.
The building was built in 1917 to serve as the
Pass-a-Grille Beach Community Church whose
congregation had held its meeting in an old
school house and hotel lobbies. In 1959 the congregation moved to their new church on Pass-aGrille Way, and former D.C. preservationist Joan
Haley bought the property, saving it from demolition. She made the old church into her home.
She died in 1989 and left the property to Pinellas
County. She stipulated in her will it had to be
used as a museum of history; it opened to the
public in March, 1993.
As the community became comfortable with
the museum, its collection grew to include more
than 1,000 old postcards, thousands of photographs from as far back as 1890; memorabilia
from Sunshine School, Gulf Beaches School and
island churches; a time-line from 1800-present,
a WWII display; a Don CeSar exhibit, and more.
A 55 inch TV tells a photographic story of the
development of the beaches, a gift shop has books
by local authors and a special exhibit changes
yearly. It is one of most visited of the small museums in the area, with 4,500 plus people per year.
Many projects and events, like Island Festival,
are held by the Friends of the Museum, a nonprofit organization that manages the museum.
Pinellas County takes care of major upkeep, but
the friends handle the balance.
The Island Festival was first held in 2000 and
included the Suntan Art Center, the St. Pete Beach
Library and the former Island Community Theater to
help make the community aware of these volunteer
organizations. Today the museum carries on the event.

It was a beautiful day for festival goers to
enjoy all that Island Fest had to offer including
the entertainment. This year’s festival is Mar. 3.

Over 1,500 Wines - Speciality Spirits
Domestic & Imported Beer - Unique Gifts
Made-to-Order Gift Baskets

Wine Bar Now Open
Tues. - Sat. 2 to 9 p.m.

Competitive Prices

Sign Up at

tostisspiritsandfinewine.com

for our Fabulous Monthly
Event Email Blasts

Great Service

10% OFF Wine

Vendors line almost all available walkways in
Pass-a-Grille Park at last year’s Island Festival.

Coupon Expires 2/28/18

Excludes wine with prices ending in 5.

Outstanding Selection

Our prices are so
competitive you
don’t need to shop
the big stores.

5125 34th St. S. St. Petersburg l 727-867-7772

Accounting & Consulting
Taxes Business & Individual
Sales Tax / Payroll
Trusts & Estates Tax Planning

727.367.9175

Clare Garaty, EA

7310 Gulf Blvd, St Pete Beach, FL 33706 | www.clairestax.com

YOUR 2018 TAX REFORM EXPERT
We can help you navigate the changes

Friends of the Museum man a table at the
2017 Island Festival. They are volunteers who
staff the museum and keep it up and running.
The non-profit is always in need of additional help.

This year’s festival will feature vendors, support
from the City of St. Pete Beach including the fire
department with their food booth, the business
community, and the MG Car Club along with
entertainment, a fund raising raffle, and an
author’s row with local writers signing books. The
festival is free and runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The museum is also free and open four days a
week in the winter and three in summertime. The
Friends of the Museum are always in need of volunteers to help staff the museum or work behind
the scenes. Information and how to become a volunteer is available at the museum, 115 10th Ave.
or www.gulfbeachesmuseum.com.
Happy 25th Anniversary Gulf Beaches
Historical Museum. It’s festival time.

www.theislandreporter.com

Reece
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Windows & Doors
By

Family Owned Since 1972

Energy Efficient - Hurricane Protection
Get a Free Estimate Good for a Year
(Rep) Dave Lippy

727-270-1227

ReeceBuilders.com

CGC#1507607 • 7180 30th Ave. N. St. Pete FL 33710

Simply Suzette’s
7232 Central Ave., St. Pete
727-202-7082
Suzette’s on the Rocks
400 Indian Rocks Rd. N.,Suite B,
Belleair Bluffs
727-595-8700

Suzette’s Boutique
Main Street, Highlands, N.C.

SMD continued from front page

There is still much work to be done with plans
to replace a transformer, paint the building, get a
new marquis, update the landscaping and sprinkler system and maybe get a mural painted on
one side of the building in keeping with the district’s plan to incorporate art in the area.
New SMD Executive Director Misty
Borttoff, whose experience includes a stint as
the executive director of the Otsego-Plainwell
Chamber of Commerce in Michigan and the
promotions chairperson for the Otsego Main
Street, is excited about the potential for the area.
Sitting in the mall at the counter of
Brea’s Coffee Shop, owned by Bruce and
Andrea McWilliams, she talks about the previous night’s association meeting and successfully
recruits a volunteer for one of the SMD committees which include: Marketing/Promotions, Arts
& Design, Organization, and Economic Vitality.
She oversees the committees, recruits and
renews members, applies for grants and runs
the meetings. She is continuing to use the Main
Street Four Point Approach to manage the SMD
that was already in place, and she plans to take
advantage of the technical assistance available
through the Florida Main Street program.
In addition to volunteers for committees, the
district needs volunteers for events they support
like the upcoming Skyway Bridge Race on
March 4, the first ever St Pete Tiny Home
Festival & Live Local Expo, Apr. 7 and 8 at the
SPC Allstate Center, and SMD’s May Day Race
at Ceridian on May 5.
“I’m trying to grow and get a lot of creative
juices flowing," she says. She also wants to make
residents and businesses know they can participate. “I want them to be a part of this, and we
can make it great together. I will make it my
baby, but share with everyone; everyone’s a
babysitter.”
She also wants to get a “center” for the district. “My mind automatically goes to a fountain
where the fountain is the center of the area, and
that’s where we hold our events.

“We are hoping to make this a destination of
the people in the area and those people can
invite their friends from out of the area, and it
just becomes a great place to visit and live.”
“We are delighted the district is undergoing a
renaissance, reinvigorating the highway 19 south
corridor with the city's support. We're all very
excited for its future and the SMD's commitment
to realizing its potential for the residents and
businesses invested in the community,” says
Karen Trefz with Bay Moorings Animal Hospital.
“We are optimistic about future plans. Every
success starts with ideas and I've heard some
good ideas from the association,” says Michael
Murpy, owner of Anytime Fitness on 34th Street
S. “The mere fact that we are now ‘branding’ the
area and have constructed signs will help us
define ourselves.”
Michael Mavro, owner of Orvee’s Pet
Centers & Dog Grooming wants the district to
work at keeping things local.
“As a charter member of the Skyway Marina
District I am proud to have served this community since 2006. I would like to see the district
focus on bringing in more locally owned small
business. I believe that we should be keeping the
money in our district.”
For more information go to www.skywaymarinadistrict.org.

Skyway Marina District members have a chance
to meet new Executive Director Misty Borttoff in
early January. She and committee members
provided updates on association activities.

Master Colorist and Stylist

JULIE O'BRIEN
at Kokomo Salon and Spa
5FYUGPSBQQPJOUNFOUT
UI4U4PVUI4U1FUFSTCVSH'-tTIPQ

The 80+ shops in the Skyway Marina Mall are located along color-coded corridors for ease of navigation.
Hungry shoppers can grab a bite to eat at the food court in the northeast end of the mall.

Come to a neighborhood meeting to learn more about your UnitedHealthcare
Medicare Advantage plan options.
Candace Reistrom
Licensed Sales Agent

727-434-1803, TTY 771
UHCMedicareAgent.com

Don't wait! If you are turning 65 or
new to Medicare, call me today!
This is an advertisement
ADXCMEN000_0VSP1
4188Y0066_130718_13
0705 Accepted
5D265FB8

Join me to learn more:

Thursday, February 8 • 10 a.m.
Thursday, March 8 • 10 a.m.

Panera Bread, 1908 4th St. N., St Petersburg

Monday, February 19 • 2 p.m.

Dunkin Donuts, 1200 Pasadena Ave. S., Pasadena

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company and
its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a
Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan's contract renewal with Medicare. A sales person will be present with information and applications.For accommodation of persons with special
needs at sales meetings, call 727-434-1803, TTY 711.
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Florida Author

The Stuff Of Nightmares
By Jackie Minniti
he liked. “I admired the writing of Poe and
Some people might consider working as a perLovecraft who played with madness, and I wantformer at Disney World a nightmarish prospect.
ed to play with the psychological side of horror,”
Deland writer Michael Warriner, however, used
he says. “I tried to avoid things
his time there to pen “The
I didn’t like in other stories,
Man in the Forest,” a debut
and I wanted to attack clichés.
horror novel that is as unique
There are no teens or summer
as it is terrifying.
camps in the book, and each of
Warriner, a native Floridian,
the nightmares has its own hidwas always fascinated with stoden
message. At the end, they
ries and music.
all
come
together to tell a dif“In high school and colferent sub-story and add up to
lege, I was more into science,
the
realization of the one true
but writing was always in the
thing
in the world to fear.”
background,” he explains. “In
The idea for the story came
college, I began writing stofrom a spooky experience
ries to kill time. I learned to
Warriner had while walking in
see the stories in music and
the woods one night. “I was
movies and liked to take charlooking at the tree line and
acters and find different ways
thought I saw the outline of a
to tell their stories.”
man,” he recalls. “When I
After earning a degree in
looked again, nothing was
psychology
from
the
Michael Warriner poses with a
there.
I began asking myself
University of Central Florida, murderous jester, a feral blind girl with
‘What
if?’ questions, and the
Warriner was offered a job as a taste for blood, and an evil ventriloquist
dummy
named
Johnny,
characters
Forest
Man
was born.”
a group home manager and
in “The Man In The Forest.”
Warriner admits that his
later worked in a behavioral
characters
are a bit like him.
health hospital for children
“The
three
main
characters
together
form a full
with trauma backgrounds. While there, he took
person,” he says. “I took each side of my persona part-time job at Disney World. When the hosality and thought of how I could make a characpital unit closed, he transferred to Disney fullter out of it. That made the dialogue exchange
time and stayed for three years “I put pen to
easy - you talk to yourself and reply to yourself.”
paper with ‘The Man in the Forest’ about halfway
The thing he likes best about the story is its ambithrough my time at Disney and finished it after I
guity. “I like stories where a lot is unexplained,”
left,” he says. “I wrote in the break room.”
he
says. “By explaining, you lose the horror.”
“The Man in the Forest” is the story of
Since the publication of “The Man in the
Vincent Morales, a musical prodigy who travels
Forest,” Warriner has written a short story for the
to a mysterious town in Romania to give a conupcoming horror anthology, “Shadows and Teeth
cert with his sister, Mary, and his friend, Tyler
Vol.4,” and is working on “The Devil’s Right
King. While there, he falls prey to the curse of the
Hand,” the two-book story of a child who grows
Forest Man, a horrific apparition who roams the
up seeing a demon and, as an adult, learns that
woods bordering the town. Those who see the
the line between good and evil is greatly blurred.
Forest Man are destined to lose their sanity as
“I like exploring ‘What if?’ questions from many
they are haunted by a series of horrific nightangles in my stories,” he says, “and eventually
mares peopled by a murderous jester, a feral blind
answering them by the time I finish.”
girl with a taste for blood, and an evil ventriloFor more information, go to Warriner’s
quist dummy named Johnny.
Facebook page @ The Man in the Forest.
Warriner was motivated to write the novel
because he had a hard time finding horror stories

Sunshine
By Sabrina O’Donnell
I always used to say that the sun felt different
everywhere. The sunshine in my hometown
reminded me of spring flowers. I swear basking in
its essence was therapeutic, as if daffodils and
tulips bloomed from the cracks between my
bones. It wasn’t until I moved away from the place
where I was born and raised that I realized the sun
was not the same in all places. The sun in my new
home gave a whole new definition to what I used
to call the golden hour. Amber rays danced with
the sky, frolicking through the holes in the treetops and bouncing off my bedroom window every
afternoon.
A passing thought one morning lead me to
question where I could find the most radiant sunshine. One vague internet search later and my
mind was made up. Making a impulsive purchase,
I booked a flight for Yuma, Arizona, also known
as the sunniest city in the world. With 4,015 hours
of sunshine per year, my trip could not come soon
enough. My plan was set in stone, that is, until I
died.
If anything was going to kill me, I always
thought, it would be a day where the sun wasn’t
there to protect me. Low and behold, I passed on
a cold and rainy afternoon at the hands of a drunk
semi-truck driver. I woke up on a stretcher in the
hospital, the ringing in my ears ceased just in time
to hear the doctor declare me dead upon arrival.
Being present in a room of people discussing
the logistics of your death is something I never
thought I’d experience. No matter how loud I
yelled, no one heard me, and upon standing I
found that I had no weight. No arms, no legs, no
anything. I existed–but I didn’t.
Rain and slush greeted me outside the hospital
doors. Realizing that I couldn’t exactly call a cab
as a ghost of my former self, I began to wander
home. I discovered that no matter how far or fast
I went, I never grew tired. The drive home
would’ve taken me 40 minutes. My ghostly commute took me what felt like five.
Floating through my front door I began to
ponder what was next. I felt unfinished, unfulfilled. A glance at the plane ticket on my coffee
table confirmed what I needed to do.
The car ride from Illinois to Arizona takes an
average vehicle around 24 hours. I came to find
that same trip takes your average ghostly presence
around three. This included a stop I took to steal
a muffin, only to be reminded that I had no arms
or any sense of appetite.
I stayed in Yuma for four rainy days and nights.
Waiting for the sun wasn’t something I had to
question. I knew I was doing what I needed to be
doing. The only thing I feared was that I would
come to find that basking in the glow of the sunshine was a luxury limited to those existing
through human form.
On my fifth day in Yuma, the sun peaked its
head out from behind the clouds. Immediately its
presence drew me in. I stared at the sun, something my human vision never could tolerate. I let
it warm me, allowing me to rise towards it. I floated up above the trees and the buildings and the
clouds with arms outstretched. I felt nothing but
love for the sunniest city in the world. As I sailed
into the sun unafraid, I knew I was safe. I knew I
was going home.

THANK OUR
ADVERTISERS
WITH YOUR
PATRONAGE!
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CASA continued from front page

Last year they collected about five months of
food and Venouziou hopes to get at least seven
months worth of food this year. “And if we can get
the whole year covered that would be great.”
In addition to individual support, they have
great success with local businesses and supporters
like Scott Leemon, with Eagle Asset Management,
a subsidiary of Raymond James. He stopped by
CASA on Jan. 15 to pick up boxes for donations
and posters.
“They have been involved since our first year
and are a top supporter,” says Venouziou. They are
putting boxes in the eight buildings they own.
Dr. Daniel Strauss is the next to arrive. He is the
dean at National University of Health Sciences in
Pinellas Park, a chiropractic institution. He is also
chairman of the Pinellas Park Medical District, on
the board at Vincent House, incoming president of
the Pinellas Park Chamber of Commerce and is on
this year’s Soup-er Bowl planning committee. He
helps Leemon carry boxes to his truck.
“I saw Mo at several events and when I had the
opportunity to get involved with the 2018 Soup-er
Bowl food drive, I jumped all over it,” says Strauss.
He notes that it dovetails nicely with a new university effort to implement CCL (co-curricular learning) which is designed to enhance students’ classroom learning experiences with activities outside
the school.
“I’ve been involved with trying to get students
out into the community to do volunteer work and
they’ve done an amazing job.”
He says the City of Pinellas Park has been very
supportive. “We have a number of city buildings
that we will be putting boxes in and they invited

Mark Trujillo from UF/IFAS Extension Family
Nutrition Program (FNP) picks up supplies for his
organization and Pinellas County. They teamed up last
year and collected about a quarter of all the donations.

me to speak at their last city council meeting so I
talked about CASA and the food drive. It’s pretty
amazing the support that we get from the city. It’s
nice because even though CASA started here (St.
Pete), we don’t want it to be restrictive. It includes
the beaches, Pinellas Park, Clearwater; the more it
branches out, the more we can help.”
Kiki Russell with Visit St. Pete/Clearwater stops
by to pick up boxes and posters. The county’s
tourism bureau splits their local staff into six teams
that take turns coordinating monthly birthday
socials and community outreach for the staff.
As a survivor of abuse, Russell appreciates the
role of CASA in the community including: operating the area's 24-hour crisis hotline and 133-bed
emergency shelter, offering community support
groups, providing courtroom advocacy, assisting
the Child Protective Investigative teams, and conducting community and corporate education. They
also educate youngsters through their Peacemakers
Program which teaches anti-bullying and healthy
relationship curriculum in local schools from pre-K
to middle school.
The University of Florida’s Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences and Pinellas County also got
involved last year. Mark Trujillo representing the
county and the Family Nutrition Program, stopped
by to pick up supplies. “They were huge part of it
last year, I think they collected maybe a quarter of
the food,” adds Venouziou.
He attributes the success and growth of the
effort to the contributions of planning team members like Strauss and Trujillo. Other committee
members include: Cesar Apolo, H&R Block; Rena
Bello, SPC Women on the Way; Brian Clark,

Soup-er Bowl planning committee member Dr. Daniel
Strauss talks to Kiki Russell who is picking up boxes
to collect donations at Visit St. Pete/Clearwater.
The dean at National University of Health Sciences
in Pinellas Park, Strauss is getting his students into
the action as well as the City of Pinellas Park.

CASA Foundation, Principal Financial Services,
and Edible Tampa Bay; Clint Elbow,
United Nations Association of the U.S., and
CCS Medical; Michael Lewallen, United Way
Suncoast; Mark Pappalardo, Catalina; Monique
Serata, Kvantis; and Laura Ward,
West Pharmaceutical Services.
Donations can include all nonperishable food items like canned
soups, veggies, fruits, meats and pastas, boxed cereals, juices, crackers,
rice, condiments, cookies, snack
bars, taco kits, and other new and
unopened storable foodstuffs. They
also welcome checks/cash/gift cards
valid at grocery stores and warehouse clubs or donations online.
For more information go to
www.casa-stpete.org.

CASA St. Petersburg Soup-er Bowl
2017 Official Partner, @St. St.
Petersburg College Women on the
Way sorting 2,000 pounds of food for
domestic violence survivors!

A well-appointed full service Hatteras yacht

Sunset Family Cruises • 3-Day Stays • Week-long Cruises• Weddings • Catering • Private Parties • Special Events
802.752.9422 • Adrasteia8@yahoo.com • Port of Call: Tierra Verde
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VALENTINE’S
SPECIAL:

Two 90 Minute Massages - $179

1110 Pinellas Bayway #210 | Tierra Verde, Florida 33715

727.864.6688

www.IslandMassageOnline.com
Limit one per recipient. Offer expires February 28, 2018. MM31363

TIERRA VERDE, FL

BUILDING THREE

Luxury Beachfront Condominium Residences

Enjoy the View
• Taking Reservations for Building Three
• Building One: Sold Out | Building Two: One 5,550 ft 2 Penthouse Available
1110 Pinellas Bayway #113, Tierra Verde, FL 33715
(727) 865-1000 | www.SunsetPointeFL.com | Equity Consultants, Inc
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, REFERENCE SHOULD BE
MADE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 7185033 TO BE FURNISHED BY THE DEVELOPER TO A B UYER OR LESSEE. THIS
DOES NOT EQUAL HOUSING CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. DEVELOPER IS A LICENSED FLORIDA REAL ESTATE BROKER.
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T

TEAM
MARCUM

bdr

1110 Pinellas Bayway S. # 113
Tierra Verde FL 33715

Joanne Staffieri

Deb Marcum

Mary Jo Branco

debmarcum555@gmail.com
727-542-2877
joannestaff5@gmail.com
727-421-7181
maryjobranco5@gmail.com
727-409-4063

#1 Selling Team for 2017 on Tierra Verde, Isla Del Sol & Bayway Isles.

LIVE IN THIS MOMENT...

SUNSET POINTE
From $1,189,000 - $3,795,000
From 2,780 sq.ft. - 5,500 sq.ft.

Pinellas County's premier location overlooking the beach
and Gulf of Mexico, plus walking distance to the shops
and restaurants of Tierra Verde.

Fitness Room, Pool, Spa, Fire Pit, Outdoor Kitchen & Beach.
An 1,800 acre state preserve with miles of sandy beach
attached to Shell Key.

Spectacular Pass-A-Grille
views & access to Shell Key
Beach. 3bdr/3.5ba & den.
2-car private garage.

AT COLLANY KEY

OTHER PROPERTIES FOR SALE

SUNSET WATCH 4TH LEVEL • $975,000

An amazing
opportunity over
looking the
Gulf. This
coastal
living condo
offers 3
bdr/3ba, bonus room, locked elevator to a
private foyer, 2 car private garage, walking
distance to downtown T.V.

BAHIA DEL MAR • $469,900

S

OLD

Beautifully
Updated 2bdr/2ba
condo in the most
desirable building.
Spectacular
sunset & sunrise
views.

RENTALS

LA PUERTA DEL SOL

Be a part of the Isla Del
Sol Community. 3month waterfront 2
bdr/2.5ba furnished
$3,800/month or annual
unfurnished at $1,900/month.

BOCA SANDS $889,000

3bdr/3ba/2c
garage.
Sunset & sunrise
views on Boca
Ciega Bay. In the
heart of St. Pete
Beach. Boat slip available separately.

BAHIA DEL MAR - $359,900

S

OLD

Fully Furnished
2bdr/2ba w/full water
view in popular Bahia
Del Mar. Great rental
investment.

Sale $230,000
Rent $1,900/month

2bdr/2ba Beautifully
remodeled condo overlooking Tampa Bay. Private
patio and covered parking.

HIDDEN BAY

sunsetpointefl.com
727.865.1000

MAXIMO MOORINGS • $275,000

3bdr/2ba on a quiet
cul-de-sac. Nicely shaded
backyard with screened-in
porch. Split floor plan. Put
your own touches on this
ranch style home w/over
1,600 sq. ft.

CHANNEL LANDINGS • $410,000

Waterfront w/Boat
Slip. 2bdr/2ba/1c
Townhome with
2 screened-in
balconies & tandem
garage. Must See!"

D
PEN

ING

POINT BRITTANY
$449,000

1st floor, waterfront
renovated 3bdr/2ba/1c
garage in a gated
community with
wonderful amenities!
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Local Entrepreneurs Invest in
Traffic Alternatives
Publisher’s Note: This is the third article in our series
about finding solutions to Tampa Bay’s transportation
challenges.
As Tampa Bay’s roads grow more congested, local
visionaries look to privately funded ambitious alternatives promising relief by means that are both cuttingedge and as ancient as the seas.
In 2014, Tom Nocera, a Clearwater resident and
the youngest launch crew engineer on the Apollo 11
moon landing in 1969, launched BeachTran
Clearwater LLC. It will utilize 3rd generation solar
powered MagLev (passive magnetic levitation) technology to move two and four-passenger LevCars
along dedicated monorail “guideway” lines in the
region. The computer controlled, frictionless system
has few moving parts, no drivers, redundant safeguards and will provide environmentally sound, ondemand mobility, unlike trains and buses with fixed
schedules and required station stops.
The investor-funded $45 million pilot project will
connect Court Street in downtown Clearwater to
Clearwater Beach via a five-station, 2.8 mile route with
LevCars moving at 40 to 50 mph. Riders will reserve
a car via an Uber-like app and at station kiosks with
tickets set at $4 for an uninterrupted three minute scenic ride to/from the beach and no parking hassles
along a waterfront hosting over 5 million visitors

Tom Nocera points to the planned Court Street
station in downtown Clearwater. It will be
one of many stations for BeachTran Clearwater LLC
which will utilize 3rd generation solar powered
MagLev (passive magnetic levitation) technology
to move two and four-passenger LevCars
along dedicated monorail “guideway” lines.
Photo by Larry Lewis.

annually. The route awaits approval from FDOT to
use the Clearwater Memorial Causeway bridge (SR60)
with a spring 2019 target date.
“This is a winning traffic solution,” says Nocera,
who anticipates rapid expansion of routes throughout Pinellas and Hillsborough counties. The key is
the concept’s ingenious flexibility, as the system is
mostly in the air. Guideway rails are suspended 30
feet high on bollard-protected poles located off roadways with lease rights. “We can build lines at the rate
of a mile a week at $1 million per mile. That’s 1/10
what it’d cost for light rail,” Nocera explains, noting
that the planned expansion of the Howard Frankland
Bridge anticipates adding rail. “They won’t need it,”
he adds. “We can build over that bridge’s bike paths.
The failure of the Greenlight Pinellas initiative in
2014 was a blessing.”
BeachTran will purchase turnkey systems from
Google-invested builder skyTran which is negotiating a lease for a demo track from Space Florida, the
state’s aerospace development agency, on 15 acres
along the former shuttle landing strip at Kennedy
Space Center. NASA’s Ames Research Center is
assisting and that track is planned for March. A
demo track is operating already in Israel.
Stations will vary in size and sit along major roadways, bike trails, etc. Spur lines into the stations will
assure a nonstop route flow. The first expansion will
be eastward along the Courtney Campbell to Tampa
International Airport and, later, Raymond James
Stadium in time for Super Bowl LV in February 2021.
“You can be delivered right to your seating section
inside that game or the Rays’ field. Hotels along the
beaches will want stations…colleges, hospitals, shopping centers, business parks enticing firms and employees. The system will be a tourist attraction in itself.”
Nocera expects to move into southern Pinellas by
the end of 2021. “You can’t widen Gulf Boulevard.
We’ll be the solution to move locals, tourists and
beach employees, on time, 24/7. We’ll penetrate
downtown St. Petersburg. We’ll be the first company
offering this in the western hemisphere. We’re already
fielding inquiries from many cities like Atlanta.”
“We’ll eliminate the second family car, reduce
maintenance/insurance costs and parking, while
increasing transit safety. I feel like my whole life
has led me to this point of building the team that
can make this happen.”

By Larry Lewis

This rendition shows a potential station concept .
Stations will vary in size/scope, depending on the
immediate area they're serving. Guideway rails are
suspended 30 feet in the air on bollard-protected poles.
Image courtesy of BeachTran.

For Captain Sherman Baldwin, who grew up on
New England’s Cape Cod, boating has been a way
of life for 46 years and water is an alternative. The
longtime manager of Paradise Boat Tours in
Bradenton Beach has spent four years spearheading
the Sarasota Bradenton Ferry, a new service
approved a year ago promising near-hourly
Intracoastal roundtrips from 8 a.m. until 10:30 p.m.
daily, from Sarasota’s 10th Street Boat Basin to
Bradenton Beach and Bradenton’s Riverwalk. Once
completed in two years, a stop at the new Anna
Maria Island pier will be added.
The service will use two purpose-built,
149-passenger, environmentally friendly catamarans…no exposed propellers, a 14 inch wake at 30
knots, and “the ability to slowly burn waste oil, so
we’re not putting it in a dump,” notes Baldwin.
Concessions, TV’s, and comfortable seating assure a
pleasant trip. One boat awaits certification; the second is under construction. The ferry service gets
underway this month, if contractors finish cityfunded modifications to the dockage near Sarasota’s
Van Wezel concert hall in time. The project is privately-funded, in contrast to the Cross Bay
Ferry, which has sporadically operated between
St. Petersburg and Tampa to mixed success.
“The Intracoastal Waterway was created to move
commercial traffic, so our plan is an ideal use,”
Baldwin says. “It makes perfect sense.” Key to the
TRAFFIC continued on page 18

Donna Hargrove D.O
Bio Identical Hormone Specialist

Addalittlebit of body text

Put the sexy back into your
Valentine's Day with
Bio Identical Hormone Therapy
712 16th St N, St. Petersburg FL, 33705
727-954-8744
BayGynecological.com
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Business News
Orvees Celebrates 12 Years
Orvee's Pet Centers & Dog
Grooming has been serving the
needs of discriminating pet owners
for 12 years. Their next AnesthesiaFree Dental Clinic is Feb. 7, and
their next monthly vaccine clinic is
Feb. 10, 12:30-1:30. They have
assisted Pinellas County Animal
Services by finding forever homes
for 22 kittens and are also scheduling some educational clinics with
Nature's Pet Herbals. In honor of their anniversary, they have a
$12 off a purchase of $100 in this month’s issue.

Welcome
Home Dr. J.
Dr. Joubert Desulme,
D.C. a USF grad, and
members of the Tampa
Bay Beaches Chamber
celebrate the opening of
Welcome Home Family
Chiropractic & Wellness
Center in St. Pete. Following his credo, “Helping as many people as possible,”
Dr. Desulme welcomes potential new patients with an initial consultation to discuss specific
health-related concerns followed by a complete examination to determine if chiropractic care can
help. Check him out at 3775 Central Avenue, Suite B.

Notable Achievements
TI Resident Spruces up Pirate

Bruce Norris, artist and TIR contributor of Island
Toons, was selected to draw the illustrations for an
upcoming book, “My Life …. don’t try this at home,”
by Scott Flynn. Bruce does caricature drawings, comic
strips of pop-culture and political topics, satirical
paintings and humorous illustrations, and cartoons.
His illustrations have been in major daily newspapers
and prestigious local magazines. He has done in-person caricatures of Bill Maher and Rosie O’Donnell.
See his work at www.artbybrucenorris.com.

Long-time Treasure Island
resident Johnna Patterson,
restored the antique pirate that
greets visitors as they cross the
causeway onto the island. She
invested more than 20 volunteer hours and coordinated
with the city. Her restoration
project was completed as a
Treasure Island Historical
Society community project.
Photo courtesy of Ginger
Goepper.

First Try Takes the Prize

Schlesinger Takes Over Ambassador Lead
Bob Schlesinger was recently selected as
the chair of the Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber
Ambassador Group. Bob who is also a
chamber mentor and TIR contributor, owns
Tropical Focus Photography. He teams his passion behind the lens with his wife and partner
Karen’s post-production artistry. Learn more at
www.tropicalfocus.com. Pictured with South
Pasadena Mayor Max Elson Sr. (left).

Bruce Norris in Print…Again

Artist Arlene Kitchin
formerly of Treasure Island
won Honorable Mention
and People’s Choice awards
for work she did in her first
abstract class taught by
Patricia McEntire. The piece,
titled Serenity, was painted
during the T.I. Art Guild’s
“Anything Goes” class.
Congratulations Arlene.
Photo by Joe Martin.

Numbers That Could Save Your Life
By the American Heart Association
On Friday, Feb. 2, the Tampa Bay area will “Go
Red” to recognize the American Heart Association’s
(AHA) National Wear Red Day® and spread awareness about the impact cardiovascular diseases, including stroke, have on all women.
According to the AHA, heart disease is the No. 1
killer of women, who also account for more than 4
million stroke survivors. It prompted the AHA to
launch the Go Red For Women® movement, which
aims to end heart disease and stroke in women.
“Cardiovascular diseases claim the life of a woman
about every 80 seconds,” says Charles Lambert, MD,
Medical Director of Florida Hospital Pepin Heart
Institute. “But the good news is that about 80 percent
of cardiovascular diseases may be prevented through
education and lifestyle changes.”
Women can reduce their risk of these medical conditions by learning about their family history.
It’s also important to “know your numbers” as
they relate to the following factors:

Cholesterol. This fat-like substance in the blood
and cells is influenced by heredity and diet. There are
two types of cholesterol, good (HDL) and bad (LDL).
Too much LDL adds to fatty buildups in the arteries,
raising the risk of heart attack or stroke. Controlling it
gives arteries the best chance to remain clear.
Blood Pressure. High blood pressure is a leading
risk factor for heart disease and stroke. Nearly half of
American adults have high blood pressure. The
American Heart Association and American College of
Cardiology recently released new guidelines redefining high blood pressure.
Blood Sugar. Most of the food we eat turns into glucose (or blood sugar) for energy. High levels of blood
sugar can damage the heart, kidneys, eyes and nerves.
Women can manage blood sugar by eating healthy and
consuming less than 6 teaspoons of sugar daily.
Body Mass Index (BMI). This numerical value of
weight related to height is an indicator of body fat and
a tool to determine ideal weight. A BMI between 18.5

and 25 is deemed healthy. Maintaining a healthy
weight helps regulate blood pressure and reduce
blood sugar.
Exercise and healthy eating are key to weight
maintenance.
“The American Heart Association recommends
adults exercise at least 150 minutes per week,” says Dr.
Lambert. “Regular exercise has numerous benefits
including reducing risk of heart disease and stroke,
enhancing mental well-being, and improving blood
pressure and blood sugar.”
The AHA also recommends that women eat at least
one serving of fruits and vegetables at every meal.
“Increased fruit and vegetable consumption may
decrease stroke risk by lowering blood pressure and
improving small vessel function,” says Dr. Lambert.
“A brain-healthy diet that is high in fruits and vegetables and low in sugar and saturated fat can also
improve memory.”
For more information go to www.goredforwomen.

include an on-call water taxi service to shuttle passengers from the ferry’s docks to waterfront attractions.
Baldwin is a believer in waterborne transportation. “It’s a powerful local tool to relieve pressure on
our rampant infrastructure and improve our quality
of life and attract jobs. There are communities

across this country that would give their eye teeth to
have a resource like our waterways available to take
pressure off their land-based infrastructure. We have
it. It’s time to use it.”
For more information go to www.beachtranclw.com and www.sarasotabradentonferry.com.

TRAFFIC continued from page 17

ferry’s long-term success is expansion by 2019 to
St. Pete Beach, downtown St. Petersburg and even
MacDill Air Force Base, which Baldwin sites as a
major employer of people from Pinellas County.
“We won’t survive unless locals and commuters use
it. We know the tourists will come.” Future plans
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Wayne’s World

Hope for Citrus… Don’t Skip Breakfast…
Brighter Earth… and More…
By Wayne Shattuck
Hope for Citrus... At one point, it could be
argued, citrus grew the state of Florida. That may
not be the case today, but citrus still is a vital part
of the economy. And lately citrus has been taking
a serious hit due to the disease called Citrus
Greening. Now, researchers have identified the
molecule that attracts the insect that transmits citrus greening disease, a development expected to
help farmers control a plague that has destroyed
trees in growing regions across the U.S. and Brazil.
The scientific breakthrough is the result of six years
of research on Diaphorina citri, the insect responsible. The molecule was discovered by Fundecitrus,
a research center sponsored by farmers and orange
juice producers in Brazil, in partnership with the
University of California-Davis and the University
of Sao Paulo's Agricultural College. The next step
will be to synthesize the pheromone from the molecule and create a product that will work as a kind
of trap to attract and neutralize the insect. This
will not cure the greening disease, one of the most
serious citrus plant diseases in the world, but it will
hopefully control the spread of the insect responsible. The first commercial solution should be
available to farmers in a year.
Don’t Skip Breakfast...People who skip breakfast may be more likely to develop atherosclerosis,
or hardening of the arteries, than individuals who
start each day with a hearty meal, a new study suggests. Even after researchers accounted for diet
and other risk factors for heart disease, people
who routinely skipped breakfast were significantly

more likely to develop atherosclerosis compared
to individuals who normally had a morning meal.
Previous research has linked skipping breakfast to
a higher risk of problems that can lead to heart
disease such as obesity, diabetes and high cholesterol, researchers note in the Journal of the
American College of Cardiology. For the current
study, researchers examined data from dietary
questionnaires completed by 4,052 adults who
didn't have a history of heart problems. Those
who skipped breakfast were more likely to be
male, smokers and dieters who consumed the bulk
of their daily calories around lunchtime. When
they ate, breakfast, skippers tended to spend no
more than five minutes on their morning meal
and consumed mostly coffee or orange juice.
Compared to people who had a hearty breakfast,
individuals who had a light breakfast were still 21
percent more likely to have damage in a major
artery in the neck 17 percent more likely to have
damage in a major blood vessel in the abdominal
area. In addition to having the greatest risk of
hardening of the arteries, people who skipped
breakfast also had the greatest waist circumference, body mass index, blood pressure, cholesterol
and blood sugar levels.
Brighter Earth... Researchers in December said
satellite data showed that Earth's artificially lit
outdoor surface at night grew by 2 percent annually in brightness and area from 2012 to 2016,
underscoring concerns about the ecological effects
of light pollution on people and animals. The rate

of growth observed in developing countries was
much faster than in already brightly lit countries.
The researchers said the U.S. National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administration weather satellite data
may understate the situation because its sensors
cannot detect some of the LED lighting that is
becoming more widespread, specifically blue
light. With few exceptions, growth in nighttime
light was observed throughout South America,
Africa and Asia. Light remained stable in only a
few countries. These included some of the world's
brightest such as Italy, Netherland, Spain and the
U.S., although the researchers said the satellite
sensor's “blindness” to some LED light may mask
an actual increase. Australia's lit area decreased
due to widespread wildfires. Nighttime light
declined in war torn Syria and Yemen. Ecologist
Franz Holker of Germany's Leibniz-Institute for
Freshwater Ecology & Inland Fisheries said light
pollution has ecological consequences, with natural light cycles disrupted by artificial light introduced into the nighttime environment. Increased
sky glow can affect human sleep too, he noted.
Nighttime lighting also obscures the stars that
people have witnessed for millennia. Experts had
hoped the growing use of highly efficient LED
lighting might lessen energy usage worldwide. But
the new findings indicate use of artificial lighting
instead is growing energy demand.
But That’s Not All... Where do we get the word
cobweb? Well, the Old English word for spider
was “cob.”
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Sudoku

Puzzlers can find the answers to all these brain teasers at
www.TheIslandReporter.com under “Puzzles”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10
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Local Events, Activities & Announcements
Gulfport
Feb. 3 & 4: 2Cool Art Show, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Exclusive, free, indoor show packed full of high quality,
award-winning work. Painting, fiber arts, glass, photography, jewelry, sculpture and mixed media. Free with
cash bar available. Gulfport Casino, 5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Info at www./pava-artists.org.
Feb. 2 & 27: Gulfport Art-Walk, 6 - 10 p.m. Shop,
eat and enjoy more than 35 unique businesses, boutiques, galleries, bars, and restaurants along with arts
and craft vendors. Beach Blvd. S., Waterfront District.
Feb. 17: Gulfport Fine Arts Festival, 10 a.m. 5 p.m. Juried art show with fine works of art in 2D, 3D,
ceramic, glass, metal, mixed media, wood, acrylic, collage, oil, pastel, ink, photography, watercolor, and jewelry. Free with courtesy transportation. Veteran’s Park,
5350 31st Ave. S. Info at www.visitgulfportflorida.com.
Feb. 25: Gulfport Get Rescued, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Animal pet rescue festival and fundraiser featuring animal rescue organizations, adoptable pets, animal-related
vendors, arts & crafts, pet parade. education and services. Pet food and supplies drive plus free samples, training demos, food, music & more. Well behaved pets and
their leashed people welcome! Info at www.gulfportsgetrescued.com.
Gulfport Public Library: Go to events at
www.mygulfport.us/gpl for library events or visit at
5501 28th Ave S.

Each Week
Gulfport Fresh Market: Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
3007 Beach Blvd. Info at 727-278-4285. Sept. 12 is
Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA.
Gulfport Toastmasters: Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.
Community Room, Gulfport Public Library. 5501 28th
Ave. S. Info at 727-537-9098, info@gulfporttoastmasters.com or www.gulfporttoastmasters.com.

Throughout the Month
Gulfport Casino: Dance Lessons. $5 for members,
$8 for non-members. Gulfport Casino: 5500 Shore
Blvd. S. Info at www.mygulfport.us.
Senior Center Events: Calendar available at
www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org or 727-893-1231.

South Pasadena
Feb. 17: Annual Yard Sale, 8 - 4 p.m. Shop till you
drop at this community yard sale. Pasadena Isle, South
Shore Drive South (enter across from The Palms of
Pasadena Hospital, 1609 Pasadena Ave S.)

St. Pete Beach
Feb. 3-4: Seafood & Music Festival, 10 a.m. Unique
blend of food and music. Corey Avenue. Info at
www.paragonartevents.com.
Feb. 3: Senior Excursion, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. A trip to
TECO Manatee Viewing and Channelside Drive. Let
someone else do the driving and relax with friends or
meet new ones. $15 covers transpiration only. Any
admission fees and lunch are extra. Info at
www.spbrec.com. Other trips: Feb. 10—Florida State
Fair, Feb. 17—St. Armands Circle, Feb. 24—Ybor City
and the Columbia Restaurant.
Feb. 10: Pancakes at PAG Church, 8 - 10:30 a.m.
Pre-Lenten pancake breakfast with “all you can eat
menu” of pancakes, sausage, orang juice, fruit, coffee
and tea. Tickets are $5 in advance or at the door. Pass-aGrille Beach Community Church, 107 16th Ave. Info at
727-360-5508.

Each Week
Corey Avenue Sunday Market, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Up to 75 vendors with locally produced and homemade items, ready to eat foods and hand crafts. Live
music. Info at www.TampaBayMarkets.com.
PAG Thrift Shop, 9 a.m. - noon, Tuesday - Thursday
and Saturday. Shop quality new and used items.
Supports local charities. 17th Ave. and Pass-A-Grille
Way. Info at 727-360-5508.

All month:
St. Pete Beach Public Library. Check www.spblibrary.com for the latest events.
Honor Walk Brick Campaign. The 2018 Brick
Campaign is on through March 19. Installation of
the bricks will occur early summer. Call 727-363-9232
to order.

St. Petersburg
Feb. 10: Second Saturday Art Walk, 5 - 9 p.m. Take
in the St. Pete arts scene after hours. Info at
www.stpeteartsalliance.org.
Feb. 24: St. Petersburg Walkathon, 8:30 a.m.
Annual fundraiser for Southeastern Guide Dogs. A 3K
walk, live music, local vendors, Southeastern Guide
Dog Gift Shop and family-friendly fun. Info at
www.GuideDogsWalkathon.org.

Each Week
Mondays: Toastmasters, 6:15 p.m. PARC, 3190
Tyrone Blvd. N. Info at: 727-422-8856.

All Month:
Soup-er Bowl Food Drive, Help CASA provide
healthier, home-cooked meals for victims of domestic
violence. Donations and sponsors needed. See story on
page 1. Info at www.casa-stpete.org.

Tierra Verde
Feb. 2, 6, 9, 13, 21, and 23: Build Oyster Domes at
TBW, 9 am - Noon. Tampa Bay Watch needs 10-20
hard-working volunteers to help build oyster domes.
Volunteers pour marine-friendly concrete into fiberglass
molds and un-mold other domes. Minimum age is 16.
Marine Center, 3000 Pinellas Bayway South in Tierra
Verde. Visit www.tampabaywatch.org.
Feb. 23: Bay Life, 4 - 9 p.m. Exhibit by distinguished
Florida wildlife artists. A portion of proceeds benefit
Tampa Bay Watch. TBW Community Room, 3000
Pinellas Bayway S. Info at www.tampabaywatch.org.

Treasure Island
Feb. 16: Women’s College Tennis Challenge,
4 p.m. Cheer on St Pete College Women’s Tennis Team
as they challenge Hillsborough Community College.
Reception, silent action and catered dinner following
for $25 per person. Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis, 10315
Paradise Blvd. Info and dinner RSVP at 727-360-6062.
Feb. 17: 19th Annual Rotary Tennis and Golf
Challenge, 9 a.m. - noon. Men’s and women’s doubles
round robin for all playing levels at 9 a.m. Golf scramble shotgun start at 9:30 a.m. Silent auction. Proceeds
benefit children’s recreation programs. Treasure Bay
Golf and Tennis, 10315 Paradise Blvd. Open to the
public. Info at 727-360-6062.
Feb. 27: Annual Spaghetti Dinner, 5 - 8 p.m.
Hosted by the Isle of Palms Civic Association and
open to the public. Live entertainment. Adults $10 in
advance or $12 at the door. Children under age 10 are
$5. Tickets available at the TIMB Chamber or call
860-480-3035. TI Community Center, 154 106th Ave.

Each Week
Thursday Bingo, 6:45 p.m. Early bird, 7:45 p.m.
Regular. Cash prizes. Snack bar & free coffee. Hosted
by the Treasure Islettes. Community Center 1 Park
Place and 106th Avenue.
Friday Morning Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Open air
market featuring local art & crafts, produce,
plants/flowers, independent distributors, fair trade, and
interesting flea items. Free. Community Center Park,
154 106th Ave.

Seminars and Classes
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 Safe Boating
Classes, 7 p.m., each Tuesday. A 12-week continuous
cycle of classes; start anytime; includes 400 pages of
materials. Initial registration is 6:30 p.m. $45 for
12 weeks ($60 for couples sharing a manual) . Call Jim
at 727-360-4846, Warren at 727-321-7801, or Phil at 8652226. 1500 Pass-a-Grille Way, St. Pete Beach.
Feb. 6: Powering Your Boat, Feb. 13: Lines and
Knots, Feb. 20: Weather, Feb. 27: Your Boat’s Radio
St. Pete Beach Recreation Center Classes, Classes
in art, dance, self defense for women and a variety of
other topics throughout the month. Classes for kids
too. Go to www.spbrec.com for a complete listing or
call 727-363-9245.
Treasure Island Art Guild Workshops, Info at
treasureislandartguild.org.

Each Month
Suncoast Hospice Caregiver Education and
Support, Gain new skills, self-confidence and emotional
support with Suncoast Hospice’s caregiver programs.
Info at www.suncoasthospice.org/caregivers.

Announcements
Calling All Artists and Volunteers, The City of
South Pasadena is looking for volunteers for the 32nd
Annual Artspring Exhibition. Shifts are available Mar.
19 – 26. Artists are also needed to exhibit their work in:
clay, fiber, wood, metals, glass, photography, paper or
paint. Sculptures may be submitted in clay, wood, metals or glass. No entry fee required. For info call 347-4171
or email cityhall@mysouthpasadena.com.
General Pension Board Vacancy. The City of St.
Pete Beach seeks a city resident with knowledge of financial investments/transactions for this volunteer board
seat. The board meets quarterly during business hours.
Applications are at www.stpetebech.org or the Office of
the City Clerk at 727-363-9201.
The Treasure Island Art Guild (TIAG). The TIAG,
is the oldest non-profit art guild in the state. Meetings
are held September through May on the second
Saturday of the month and they offer painting workshops and portrait classes working in all mediums as
well as prized art exhibitions throughout the year.
Email judithvo@sbcglobal.net for information.
Bay Sailors, a sailing club for singles celebrating
25 years of fun and sailing is looking for a few good
skippers with sailboats. Info at www.baysailors.org.

Fundraisers
Feb. 10: Casino Night, 5 p.m. Games, food, music,
silent auctions, raffles and fun. Helps the Veterans Art
Center Tampa Bay support support veterans, first
responders, active military and family members cope
with PTSD and other associated trauma through our art
and music. Tickets are $15 in advance; $20 at the door
and include one drink and one raffle ticket plus $500
playing card. Palms of Largo, 300 Lake Ave NE. Info at
www.vactb.org.
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured
$($

813-440-9572
813-498-7457
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

RESERVE A BUSINESS CARD SPACE TODAY! Email: info@theislandreporter.com

Black/White Business Card Ads: $60 or buy three get one free.

Florida
Statewide
Network
Ads
For information on placing a network ad that will run throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers,
contact the classified department at 727-631-4730, or via email at info@theislandreporter.com.
AuTOmObIlES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1800-902-7815
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR
RV? Do the humane thing. Donate
it to the Humane Society. Call 1800-831-6309
FINANCIAl
ARE YOU IN DEBT? Get help now
with a 30 minute Phone debt
analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00
pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All
Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331
HAVE 10K IN DEBT? National Debt
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB.
You could be debt free in 24-48
months. Call 1-866-465-4307
now for a free debt evaluation.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY?
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paidin amount.) FREE evaluation! Call
Bill Gordon & Associates. 1-800860-6175. Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar.

HEAlTH & mEDICAl
DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? If you have insurance,
you may qualify for the perfect
brace at little to no cost. Get yours
today! 1-800-862-8392
FDA-REGISTERED
HEARING
AIDS. 100% Risk-Free! 45-Day
Home Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it, PAY
ONLY $299 per aid. FREE Shipping.
Call Hearing Help Express 1- 877442-6921
LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If So,
You and Your Family may Be Entitled
To A Significant Cash Award. Call
855-839-6761 To Learn More. No
Risk, No Money Out of Pocket
OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE
info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944
PORTABLE
OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR
MAY
BE
COVERED BY MEDICARE! Reclaim
independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-397-7056

YOU OR A LOVED ONE HAVE AN
ADDICTION? Very private and
Confidential Inpatient care. Call NOW
for immediate help! 800-756-1363
HElP WANTED
$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn Extra
income assembling CD cases from
Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com
mISCEllANEOuS
AT&T HIGH SPEED INTERNET
Starting at $40/month. Up to 45
Mbps! Over 99% Reliability! Bundle
AT&T Digital TV or Phone Services &
Internet Price Starts at $30/month.
Call 1-888-274-1454
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1844-506-6434
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now – Get
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM AllIncluded Package. Over 185
Channels. $60/month (for 12
Months.) CALL – 877-808-9508

DISH
NETWORK
Satellite
Television Service. Now Over 190
channels for ONLY $49.99/mo!
FREE Installation, FREE Streaming,
FREE HD. Add Internet for $14.95 a
month. 1-800-496-2603.
DISH NETWORK. 190+ CHANNELS. FREE Install. FREE Hopper
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos).
Add High Speed Internet – $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE
25%! 1-855-895-7245
EARTHLINK
HIGH
SPEED
INTERNET.
As
Low
As
$14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-877-929-1176
ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED,
DELIVERED
TO-THE-DOOR
OMAHA STEAKS! SAVE 75% PLUS
get 4 more Burgers & 4 more
Kielbasa FREE! Order The Family
Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.
Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code
51689CZX
or
visit
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43

FAST INTERNET! HUGHESNET
SATELLITE INTERNET. High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price 1-800-958-6917
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the
Research & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call 1844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.
SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV,
INTERNET & VOICE FOR $29.99 EA.
60 MB per second speed. No contract or commitment. More
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. 1-877-279-4652
SUPPORT OUR SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES in their time of need. For more
information, visit the Fisher House
website at www.fisherhouse.org.
CALL EMPIRE TODAY® to schedule
a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1800-214-0166

WATER DAMAGE. Dealing with
water damage requires immediate
action. Local professionals that
respond immediately. Nationwide
and 24/7. No mold calls. Call
today! 1-800-730-6976.
SERVICES
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-855836-8564
EDuCATION/INSTRuCTION
AVIATION CAREERS – Hands on
training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call
AIM 866-314-5838
HElP WANTED
SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED To
Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 1800-395-5449 www.adoptionsurrogacy.com FL Bar #307084
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Area Chambers Celebrate Businesses
The Treasure Island & Madeira Beach Chamber held their Annual Installation
Gala and Awards Dinner at the Club at Treasure Island. The evening began with
cocktails and music, followed by dinner, awards and installation of officers. Bob
Minning, T.I. mayor and Pinellas County Commissioner John Morroni were
invited speakers. Photos by Patty Sebok.

Members and guest of the Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber enjoyed this year’s
Annual Dinner preceded by a business expo, all under the canopy at the
Tradewinds Island Resort. They celebrated the success of 2017 and welcomed new
leadership. Tampa Bay Rays President Brian Auld, Tampa Bay Sports
Commission Executive Director Rob Higgins, and Tim Ramsberger were
speakers. Photos by Bob Schlesinger.

Because Moments Matter
At TIR we know when the first papers start hitting mailboxes each month because
the photos start coming in. Here are the best from the February contest. Photos must
be received by the 10th of the month for the following month’s contest; one photo
per person. Winners get dinner for two at the Compass Grille in the Sirata.

ISLAND TOONS
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THIS IS A MUST SEE. Bbeautiful restored home in the much
desired Crescent Lake area. You will fall in love with its
character and charm. You will have your own private
oasis in the backyard with privacy fence, beautiful
mature royal palms and landscaping complete with
landscape lights with dimmers and timer controls as well
as additional storage shed . The back has the ability to
park up to 6 vehicles as well and an out of site area large
enough for an RV or boat with trailer. Everything has been
restored to its original state. Kitchen has high in stainless
steel appliances, granite counter tops with gas range.
Amazing large Master bedroom with huge custom walk-in closet with air and ceiling fan. There
are so many extras you have to see it to believe it. Call Kim Shuey, REALTOR™ 727-488-7627

UCED
PRICE RED

Century 21 Coast to Coast
150 Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

727-867-8633
UCED
PRICE RED

ST. PETERSBURG-TROPICAL PARADISE!
Many upgrades to this elegant and spacious
3600+ sq. ft. custom built BR/3.5BTH. Two Levels.
Well equipped kitchen with granite counters, Jenn Air
stainless appliances, solid wood cabinets and walk in
pantry. Master suite with two walk in closets. Screened
patio with custom designed pool and spa in a
private setting. Convenient to everything! $540,000.
Contact Sam Bennett, REALTOR 727-710-1334

G
NEW LISTIN

PRIZED WATERFRONT TOWNHOUSE AT THE VILLAGE
Spacious 2/2 1/2 town home with open floor plan,
garage & bonus room, and direct water views
surrounded with all the resort style amenities the
Village has to offer. Heated pools, spas, saunas,
clubhouse with fitness center, party room, and kitchen,
Har Tru tennis courts, fishing pier, nature walk, and
gated 24/7. Enjoy the benefit of lots of room with the
perks of condo living. Recently listed at $399,000 and
ready to be your primary or second home.
Call Judy Bader 727-698-3831 to see this great property.
LOTS OF LOTS!
1) Historic Roser Park $100,000.
2) Large Park St Lot. $350,000.
3) Lakefront Lot, Oceanview Dr. $650,000.
4) Fabulous Greenland Preserve, 1.3 Acre lot
w/ covered boatslip, $1,250,000.
Call Randall Ierna, BrokerREALTOR™ 727-647-0813

CONGRATULATIONS TO GABRIELLE (GABY) BETTIG,
for achieving our top realtor status for 2017.
This makes five times in the last six years that she
has been our #1 realtor call her at 727-385-9017.

G
NEW LISTIN

G
NEW LISTIN

TIERRA ISLE MARINA RESIDENCES CONDO. Executive
3BR/3.5Bath with flowing floor plan that brings the outdoors
in and captures the peacefulness of a nightly sunset over
the Pass-A-Grill Channel. Gourmet kitchen, granite counters,
cherry cabinets, designer range hood and six burner gas
range. Walk in pantry and wine reserve cooler. All BR's have
private baths. Jetted tub & walk in shower in master bath.
Great room features and elaborate fireplace of carved
cherry wood. PRIVATE DOCK two covered parking garage
spaces. Come make this your own tranquil retreat.
Contact Charlotte Wright, REALTOR 502-599-6974
TIERRA VERDE! ST PETE BEACH! Boaters,waterfront townhome
with DEEDED BOAT SLIP 8,000 lb. LIFT on sailboat (deep) water.
This spacious 2BR/2.5BA/2 car tandem garage townhome
has an open floor plan with living/dining rm & separate
eat-in kitchen with laminate floors. Living room has
wood-burning fplc, balcony overlooking the canal and
docks. Master bath has dual sinks, separate shower with
jacuzzi tub while the Master bdrm has a balcony with
one of the best views in the complex. Asking $310,000.
Contact Gabrielle Bettig, REALTOR 727-385-9017
DOLPHIN WATCH - TIERRA VERDE $284,500 Impeccably
kept 2 Br, 2 ½ bath town home. Turn key-one owner.
Custom kitchen with granite counters. Formal Liv rm & din rm
w/ wood burning fplc. Sliding Glass doors which open to
large balcony. Spiral stairs to lower level patio. Pet friendly
community. Many amenities in this waterfront complex.
Call Gabrielle Bettig, REALTOR™ at 727-385-9017
for details on all the great features and updates.

Are you looking to sell your home…find a new home?
Let me do a free no obligation Market analysis of your home and area.
I can do the job, and do it right! Call or email Kim Shuey, REALTOR™
727-488-7627 shueyk19@gmail.com Century 21 Coast to Coast

We need more inventory, and would love to add your property to our rental inventory to be featured on our web sites. Our team of professionals have been serving your community for over 25 years. CALL US TODAY!

