
The Wonders
of Recycling

By Larry Lewis

Running the treadmill at a friend’s house in St.
Pete, I down a bottle of spring water and dutifully
toss it in the recycling bin. A year later, that clear
plastic bottle and more like it became the new sid-
ing on my home.  How did this happen?

Jan Tracy offers some insight. Her mantra
reflects the new 3R’s: “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.”
The program coordinator for Pinellas County Solid
Waste and assistant Jennifer Frey tirelessly extol the
benefits of efficient processing of trash at the facil-
ity’s Waste-to-Energy (WTE) plant, whose steam
stacks can be seen off I-275, and of recycling.  

Pinellas County uses an integrated approach to
solid waste management including: waste reduc-
tion/reuse, recycling, plus waste-to-energy and san-
itary landfill. It partners with 24 communities and
unincorporated areas, but most cities contract with
private trash haulers and recyclers. Six days a week,
1,000-plus trucks are hauling trash across Pinellas to
be burned at the plant on 114th Avenue North at
1,800 degrees F. The generated steam drives tur-
bines creating electricity which is sold to Duke
Energy, powering 40,000 homes. Water from a
nearby retention pond, treated by a sub-plant, cools
the steam seen emanating by the highway.

Now reduced in volume by 90 percent, the
resulting ash, with some metal content, joins a san-
itary landfill within the facility’s 705 acres called
Bridgeway Acres. Clay lined and capped, it’s the
only landfill at the county level, with a lifespan pro-
jected to 2100. St. Petersburg’s own adjacent previ-
ous landfill, Toytown, took more traditional
garbage and is sealed. Should the Rays wish to
build a stadium over it, as conjectured, Toytown
stays put.    

When it comes to recycling, the efficiencies are
impressive. “It takes 20 to 30 tons of (aluminum)
ore to make one ton of aluminum. Or, that ton (of
aluminum) can be made from just one ton of recy-
cled aluminum,” says Tracy. Frey adds, “Mining
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Good morning beautiful Tampa Bay–near Sunshine Skyway Bridge, St. Pete.

Participants are allowed to submit one photo per month by the 10th of the month 
for the next contest. Submit to: info@theislandreporter.com

Photograph by: Becky Rooks, St. Petersburg

Six days a week, 1,000-plus trucks haul trash 
to this Waste-to-Energy plant off I-275 where it is
burned at 1,800 degrees F. The resulting steam 
makes power which is sold to Duke Energy. 
Inset photo: Jan Tracy (left) is the county’s 

program coordinator assisted by Jennifer Frey.
Photo by Larry Lewis.

RECYCLE continued on pages 8

Thousands of run-
ners will descend on the
area supported by hun-
dreds of volunteers for
the annual St. Pete
Beach Classic Jan. 13 -
15. Billed as Florida’s
only race with a full
race weekend at the
beach, it is hosted by
the Sirata Beach Resort
and Conference Center.

There are four races: a
5K, 10K, half marathon
and a 3.8 mile twilight
beach run. There are also
kids dashes, plus a free Health and Fitness Expo
Friday and Saturday, and a free concert with Big
Brother and a bonfire Saturday night. 

The event is big business; last year’s econom-
ic impact was estimated at about $850,000 for
businesses and another $35,000 in tax revenue
for the city.

It’s also a community affair according to Al
Johnson, race manager.  That’s a good thing
because his volunteer goal is 500 people includ-
ing 235 course marshals to ensure runners stay
on the route, and people manning water stops or
helping with registration, logistics, post-race par-
ties and set-up and tear-down.  Volunteers must
be 15 years or older or accompanied by an adult.
They get a long sleeve volunteer T-shirt, access
to the post-race party, a post-race volunteer

party, and credit for hours worked, if requested.
“I print about 500 volunteer T-shirts and they

disappear every year,” says Johnson. Last year
about 400 people signed up in advance on the
website. “It’s hard to get people to commit early,
but they come out of the woodwork the last
week and a half. Somehow on race morning
they all show up. It’s a real community event,”
he says, “I just happen to be in charge.”

This year, the kids dashes for youngsters 
4 through 7 are sponsored by Synovus Bank and
there is a new age category of 80-plus–and they
run for free. There is also VIP parking options at
the Sirata for $40, but cars must be parked by
6:15 a.m. and can’t leave until 11 a.m. 

RACE continued on page 5

Classic Weekend Has 
Big Impact

By TIR Staff

The Classic Beach Fun Run of 3.8 miles is held on Saturday before 
the free and open to the public Big Brothers concert and bonfire.

Image from www.stpetebeachclassic.com
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OLLI Launches Ambassadors,
Winter Catalogue

By Betsy Judge

Marcelle Heerschap (main photo) and Walt Ulbrecht (inset) 
talk to attendees at an information session at HarbourSide.

Ambassadors for OLLI are volunteers who make presentations to
groups about the non-profit adult education program. TIR staff photo.OLLI continued on pages 12

All the fun of learning with no
tests, no books, no grades.  That is
what Eileen Warburton likes about the
Osher Life Long Learning Institute
(OLLI) at Eckerd College. At a recent
OLLI ambassador presentation to 
residents of South Pasadena’s
HarbourSide, the New Jersey native
gushed with praise about the program. 

“My husband and I got down
here about a year ago, and we’ve
been OLLI members ever since. And
it’s been fabulous. There is some-
thing for everyone from French
cooking, to music, to visual arts.  My
husband and I have a particular
interest in history and current events.
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Happy New Year everyone!  
It’s a gorgeous Florida day as I sit in my office to

write this portion of the paper. I chatted with hubby
Joe about what to do, and he started a speech off the
top of his head about how each new year is like a
commencement; a time for new beginnings. 

It made me think of the young people that I have
recently met while working on the paper. I remem-
ber thinking as I watched the Nutcracker, with 17-
year-old Olivia Parsley who we featured in the
November issue, that I needed to report what an
amazing production it was, and how much I enjoyed
watching all of the cast from the lead dancers down
to the tiniest tot during the show. It was so enjoy-
able, and made me realize that I personally need to
expand my entertainment repertoire.

It also made me think of 16-year-old Ethan
Bortnick who I chatted with via Skype for this
issue. He has raised more than $40 million for
charity since he first played at a fundraiser for the
hospital where his brother underwent three open
heart surgeries. He saw youngsters there who
needed operations, but their family’s couldn’t
afford it and was happy to help.  Now supporting
charity is a regular part of his work. He plays at the

Palladium on Jan. 15, and I am working on getting
tickets to the show. 

As the record recycler in the state, residents of
Pinellas County set the standard on new begin-
nings.  I have been curious for some time as to
why a few years ago we had bins for paper and
bins for plastic and glass. At the drop-off recycling
sites around the area, we had to separate glass
based on color: clear, brown and green. Now we
throw it all in one container. Larry Lewis took on
the task and wrote about recycling as it is today.
It’s called “single stream” recycling; it’s a growing
trend in the county and encourages greater partic-
ipation and higher amounts of materials recycled.
It seems to be working.  

It’s been 60 years since Long Key had its new
beginning when voters passed a referendum by a
very narrow margin to consolidate four towns
and some unincorporated land into what was 
St. Petersburg Beach now shortened to St. Pete
Beach. There will be events celebrating the 
six decades since consolidation beginning in
January. Sally Yoder shares here memories of the
historic vote in this issue.

Happy New Year and Happy January.
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The half marathon honors Maddie Zolpho, a
Treasure Island resident who passed away in July
at 51. She started running late in life, at 31, but
by 45, she had achieved status as an elite, long
distance Masters runner. Maddie won the
Sarasota Marathon and the New York City Half
Marathon; she took 3rd place, in her age group,
at the Boston Marathon, and first place female,
at the Tallahassee 50 Miler and the Croom 50K.
She also broke three hours at the Gasparilla and
Kiawah Marathons. This race honors her passion
and commitment to running, to her friends and
to life.

“We extend our hearty thanks to Mr. Alan
Johnson, his volunteers and the City of St. Pete
Beach,” say Gregg Nicklaus, CEO/President of
the Sirata. “These individuals put on a classic
race that makes hundreds of participants feel wel-
come. Sirata Beach Resort is proud to again serve
as the host location. See you there!”

This year’s race will benefit the American
Cancer Society, the Children’s Dream Fund and
local organizations.

“We want people to come out and spend the
weekend at the beach.  If you aren’t a serious run-
ner, come out and do the twilight beach run and
go to the concert and bonfire.  It’s fun.” adds Al. 

For more information or to volunteer go to
www.stpeteclassic.com.

RACE continued from front page

Runners take off for one of three street races during
the St. Pete Beach Classic. The event supports charity
and is a money maker for local businesses and the city. 
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In Case You Missed It

Local Government Update
By Doug Mason

Treasure Island
It’s a long way from happening, but

Treasure Island city leaders took the first step
Dec. 6 toward returning tolls to the Treasure
Island Causeway.

City commissioners passed a resolution to
enter into a contract with tolling consultant
Atkins North America, but stopped short of
approving $295,107 for the first phase of a
study.

Commissioner Larry Lunn voiced concern
that the city might be legally liable if they
approved the funds and suggested the city get
a legal opinion from an outside source on the
topic. The city previously got an opinion that
it was not liable, but it was not a legal opinion,
according to Lunn.

He is concerned because the city received
$50 million in federal funds to build the bas-
cule bridge and two other support bridges 10
years ago. The late Congressman Bill Young
brokered the deal and the money was awarded
to Treasure Island on the basis the city would
not return tolls to the causeway. It was a verbal
agreement. There was no formal contract
signed.

Now, 10 years later, Congressional earmarks
are a thing of the past and the city is on its own
to maintain the bridges and causeway. That
cost is now about $700,000 per year. It is pro-
jected to be $3.2 million over the next five
years and $22 million over the next 15 years.

The city now uses property taxes to fund
maintenance. A majority comes from a .1 mill
for the bridge fund, but it produces only
$550,000 per year. To reach the figure neces-
sary, city Finance Director Amy Davis said an
additional .4 mill in taxes would be needed.
On a home appraised at $300,000, that would
amount to $120 per year.

The latest request for a legal opinion will
take an additional 60 to 90 days to complete at
an estimated cost of $25,000.

St. Pete Beach
A four-level parking garage and conference

center is in the works for a site on Gulf
Boulevard next to the Postcard Inn (PCI).

Plans submitted to the city by the Carlyle
Group, owner of PCI, call for a 346-space park-
ing deck and 4,460-square-foot conference cen-
ter. The location is immediately north of the
hotel at the corner of Gulf Boulevard and 64th
Avenue where a group of small retail stores sits
now.

After a lengthy discussion at a recent meet-
ing, city commissioners approved a condition-
al use permit for the structure. The next step
will be for developers to submit a site plan.

The original concept called for entrance and
exit to the parking garage off 64th Avenue with
use available to the general public when not
being used by PCI guests. After protests from
residents of the nearby Silver Sands condomin-
imum, PCI officials agreed to not include an
entrance or exit off 64th Avenue. Instead,
access will be through the current PCI parking
lot.

Also, PCI officials agreed to allow only
hotel patrons in the parking garage and to pro-
vide bulked-up security along an east-west
walkway between PCI and Silver Sands leading
west toward the beach.

Earlier in the discussion, City
Commissioner Rick Falkenstein suggested
installing an electronic chain-link gate to pre-
vent beach access down the walkway. That idea
was met with opposition by PCI attorney Elise
Batsel. Falkenstein later agreed to stronger
security at the northeast corner of the hotel to
stop beachgoers from using the walkway to
reach the beach.

In other news, interim Mayor Deborah
Schechner and two others have thrown their
hats into the ring to be the city’s next mayor.

In addition to Schechner, John-Michael
Fleig and Alan Johnson have qualified for the
Mar. 14 city election. The winner will serve a
three-year term.

Falkenstein, who represents District 2, and
District 4 city commissioner Melinda Pletcher
were unopposed. They will serve two-year
terms through March 2019.

www.theislandreporter.com
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waste (debris from extracting minerals) is the
single largest waste source in the world. And
recycling one can saves enough energy to
power a TV for three hours.”

Pinellas County, which leads the state in
recycling, has had a growing trend in the use
of  “single-stream” recycling, a system in
which all recyclables, including newspaper,
cardboard, plastic, aluminum, junk mail,
etc., are placed in a single bin. It encourages
greater participation and higher amounts of
materials recycled–the ultimate goals.     

Independent haulers and some cities
engage with private local material recovery
facilities (MRFs pronounced “murfs”) which
separate the incoming loads into recyclable
components…plastics, steel, paper, alu-
minum, glass, cardboard and more.  Once a
loaded truck is weighed and drops its con-
tents on the tip floor, a giant claw scoops up

the materials, funneling them to a series of
conveyors, beginning a process of culling
by a combination of hand-sorting plus
electronic and mechanical means, includ-
ing spinning discs, screens, air eddies, mag-
nets and optical scanners. Even various
paper products are filtered by means of
subtle differences in weight and density.

Each unique material stream is then
compressed into bale form, sold on the
commodities market and shipped by truck,
rail or boat to firms around the world spe-
cializing in converting the goods into new
products.  One such firm, Georgia-based
Mohawk Industries, converts plastic water
bottles into carpeting.  The company goes
through 3 billion bottles a year.  

While fluctuating commodity prices
have lately decreased, using recycled items
in manufacturing is on the up.  “It’s good

business sense
as well as promot-
ing environmen-
tal stewardship,”
notes Tracy who
also mentions
that the Solid
Waste facility has
an “HEC3” col-
lection center,
accepting house-
hold electronics
and chemical
items for disposal
or swap. Yard
waste is convert-
ed to mulch for 
residents’ use.
There are also 

frequent mobile materials collection
events across Pinellas.

Jeff Donnel manages recycling for
the city of St. Petersburg, which handles
its own single-stream recycling collec-
tion, bringing its items to an MRF in the
city operated by Waste Connections.  

“When I moved here, I called the city
for recycling.  They told me to call
Waste Pro (a private contractor) who
gave me the two blue and green bins for
$40 a year.  That was it.”  St. Petersburg
implemented their own program in
June, 2015.  Participation is voluntary,
but a $2.95 fee is included on the
$25.50 monthly sanitation bill for all
residents of single-family homes and
apartment buildings with four or less

Employees hand-sort materials as they circulate through 
the process; just one of many methods of separating items 
from the loads brought in from "single-stream" recycling.

Photo courtesy of Waste Connections.

RECYCLE continued from front page

A payloader puts dumped materials onto an initial conveyor on the tip floor.
Photo courtesy of Waste Connections.

Finished bales....each with its    
materials and compressed are     

commodities market to a   
Photo courtesy of W  
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Jeff Donnel manages recycling for the city of St. Petersburg, 
which handles its own single-stream recycling collection.

Photo by Larry Lewis

Writer Larry Lewis took a ride on a recycle truck to get a 
first-hand look at the beginning of the process. 

Before containers are put into a recycle bin they need to 
be rinsed out. Plastic bags gum up the works when single 
stream materials are sorted and should not be recycled.

Photos by Larry Lewis.

   s unique type of recyclable
    ready for shipment on the

   ctual end processors.
   Waste Connections.

units, regardless of participation. Recycling
by the city is residential-only…businesses
wishing to recycle contract privately.

Each month, the city collects 1,100 tons
of recyclables from 76,000 homes, a huge
jump from the 2014 figure of 200 tons.
While co-mingling materials in the 95-gallon
blue bins risks contamination in later separa-
tion, St. Petersburg has a contamination rate
of 7 percent versus 25 percent for some com-
munities.  The specialized fleet of recycling
trucks operates four days a week, hitting each
of eight zones once every two weeks.

The city pays Waste Connections
$20/ton to take the recycled items. Under a
revenue sharing deal with that processor,
the city then realizes a small monthly prof-

it once the bales are sold; typically for $10-
$12,000. They pay the county $37.50/ton to
dispose of each ton of non-recyclable trash.  

Donnel has two growth goals. “First,
increase participation and reduce contami-
nation.” Those are achievable. The second is
market-driven…expanding recycling above
the four-unit apartment level. But,
“Commodity prices decreased dramatically
in the past two years.  That put a halt on
investing in expansion.”

While it is easier now to participate, there are
some specific dos and don’ts. For more infor-
mation go to www.pinellascounty.org/recyle or
www.stpete.org/recyle.

Meanwhile, my water bottle sits within a
bale, somewhere, ready to be born again.
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TRIVIA ANSWERS
1.c  2.b  3.b  4.a  5.c  6.a  7.b  8.a  9.c  10.b

Fruitcakes: No, Not
Anyone You Know

By The Old Professor

I have been receiving lots of inquiries about
my baking prowess. Word has finally leaked out
that I’m a fantastic baker. The Baker’s Guild is
fearful of my efforts. They sent me a letter of
warning threatening to cut off my supply of
yeast if I continue to bake to a standard they
can’t match. But I’ll fool them. I am developing
a flat angel food cake. 

The holiday season was busy for me because
of my fruit cakes. Everyone who has tried one
talks about it. In addition to being unique in
flavor, they keep forever. You can still enjoy
their goodness on St. Swithin’s Day, July 15. St.
Swithun, the spelling has somehow changed,
was Bishop of Winchester in the 9th century.
His day is important because, legend has it, that
if it rains, rain will continue for 40 days. If not,
it won’t. I like the name because of what hap-
pens when you turn the “w” upside down. 

I'm a big hockey fan, and the Lightning is an
exciting team. So I sent Coach Cooper a dozen
of my small round fruit cakes. They're about the
size of cookies. He just loved them, and asked
for another 20 dozen. It seems they make won-
derful hockey pucks. 

Mayor Kriseman and the city council sent an
emissary asking for my fruit cake recipe to use
to rebuild the Pier. My cakes are cheaper and
last longer than concrete. The local dental asso-
ciation has given me their “Good For Business”
award because of the increase the cakes have
sparked in after-holiday tooth repairs. 

It takes many different kinds of fruit to make
a fruit cake, but my favorite really is the
kumquat. They’re the cute little guys of the cit-
rus family. The name sounds so good it should
be dirty. Repeat it aloud. Kumquat. Kumquat.
Kumquat. The name derives from Cantonese
meaning golden tangerine. 

Jan. 28 is the biggest day of my year. I just
get so excited. It's The Kumquat Festival in met-

ropolitan Dade City. Dade City is, after all, The
Kumquat Capital of the U.S. Who do you sup-
pose decides that? Is there a Federal Bureau of
Fruit and Vegetable Capitals to whom someone
submitted a twenty page application? Maybe it
was longer than the one from Ball Club,
Minnesota. Or are there secret agents who, in
the dark of night, sneak around the country
looking for likely capitals of this or that? You
know it isn't the FBI. They are too busy with
their primary function, influencing elections. 

On the splendid day, 250 booths featuring
kumquat products bloom in downtown Dade
City. Can there be that many ways to use a poor
little fruit like that? They probably slice it, dice
it, toss it, squeeze it, roll it, slap it, beat it -
sounds like fun. Was it good for you too? The
Kumquat wine might be worth a sip. Watching
the breath taking Mr. and Mrs. Kumquat
Pageant will certainly boost your heart rate. Is
the winner’s prize dinner with Mr. and Mrs.
Potato Head? 

Formerly, a week or so before the festival
itself, the Kumquat Recipe Contest was held at
Betty’s Cake Shop. I stopped entering after
2012 when that Margie Goodwin won for both
main dish and dessert. She took Grand Prize
too, clearly a case of undue influence. How
could anyone think her Kumquat Cannoli Cake
could be better than my fruit cake? The contest
is no longer mentioned on the Chamber of
Commerce web site. Small wonder. Betty closed
in 2014–out of shame no doubt. 

Let us close this paean to the kumquat wth
an appropriate literary form. This a participato-
ry effort. Do your part. Me: “Knock knock.”
You: “Who’s there?” Me: “Kumquat.” You:
“Kumquat who?” Me: “Kumquat may, a fruit-
cake is forever!” 

Cooked up by the half-baked David H.
Smith, Ph.D., retired professor.

www.theislandreporter.com
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Music has always been a
big part of Diana Fish’s life.
As a child in Louisville, she
discovered the cello. Her
music teacher at Middletown
Elementary School was
impressed with her talent
and suggested she take pri-
vate lessons. Diana contin-
ued in middle and high
school where she played in
the string orchestra. But the
two biggest influences on her
decision to pursue music as a
career were her acceptance
into the Louisville Youth
Orchestra and her summers
at Interlochen Arts Camp. 

“It helped being around kids
with the same interests,” she
says. “It inspired me to want to
get into music professionally.”

After graduating from the
prestigious Curtis Institute in
Philadelphia, Diana did graduate work at
Indiana University before joining a trio that trav-
eled and performed chamber music concerts.
Then, in 1993, Diana decided to audition for the
Chamber Orchestra of “The President’s Own”
US Marine Band, an elite group of musicians
whose main duty is to play for the White House.
After being chosen, Diana enlisted in the
Marines as a non-combatant and spent the next
20 years in Washington DC delighting others
with beautiful music.

When Diana retired from the Marine Corps
and moved to Florida, she wanted to continue
using her music to enrich lives. “On a flight from
DC to Florida, a passenger told me about Bay
Pines Hospital and how some of the vets were
dying alone,” she recalls. “I decided to get
involved with Suncoast Hospice as a
Companion Respite Care volunteer. Music start-
ed creeping in as I learned more about the
Palliative Arts Music Program.” The program,
run by a licensed music therapist, trains volun-
teers to offer patients comfort and support

through music. 
As a volunteer, Diana

played in the care centers at
Suncoast Hospice and Morton
Plant/Meese Countryside
Hospital. She remembers one of
her earliest experiences. “I was
playing outside the nurse’s sta-
tion when a patient in a wheel-
chair asked to be wheeled out
into the hall to listen. I could
sense him behind me, and then
I heard him weeping so I ended
up playing several pieces with-
out stopping. When I finished,
he thanked me profusely. It was
something he really needed. I
reached a place inside him that
needed to mourn.”

Through her hospice work,
Diana became interested in
becoming a chaplain. She
attended an interfaith chaplaincy
program at Upaya Zen Center

in Santa Fe. There she learned about using music
for spiritual care in hospitals. When she heard
about a chaplain doing this at Morton
Plant/Meese, she contacted him and, under his
tutelage, became a volunteer pastoral care chap-
lain. “What’s interesting is that patients don’t nec-
essarily want to talk, but music can sometimes be
the conversation,” she says. “It’s amazing how
many people open up when you play the right
piece. Music is like a way in the door.”

Diana finds her “second career” as a volunteer
chaplain extremely rewarding. “I never imagined
how much I would get out of it,” she says. “It’s
so enriching to have the chance to connect with
people in a way you normally wouldn’t. I may
never see them again, but I feel that they’ve
touched me and I’ve touched them.” Her advice
to others considering volunteer work? “If you
really love people, volunteering is great. I never
imagined how much I’d get out of it. It’s won-
derful to know that people really appreciate what
you’re doing, and it makes me so grateful to have
the opportunity to be of service.”

Pride & Joy

Soothing Souls 
with Music

By Jackie Minniti

Cellist Diana Fish spent 20 years serenad-
ing dignitaries at the White House and
others as a member of “The President’s
Own” United States Marine Band.  Today
she soothes the souls of hospice patients

with her music as a volunteer with
Suncoast Hospice and with words as a

volunteer pastoral care chaplain.



“There’s a one star general who talks on the after-
math of the fall of the Soviet Union–he was there
in Moscow when it happened–it doesn’t get any
better than that,” she says.  “It’s mentally stimulat-
ing, and, as you say, ‘no tests, no books, no
grades;’ it’s just fun and everybody is excited when
they’re there, everybody’s participatory when
they’re there … It’s really a great experience. I real-
ly, really highly recommend it to anybody.”

The ringing endorsement prompts someone to
ask how much she was paid and laughter follows.
She starts up again and ends with, “Why should
we ever stop learning? What’s the point?”  

That’s the level of enthusiasm that OLLI
Director Monica Kile is striving to instill at the
non-profit education program designed for people
age 50+ and open to all adult learners.  

“I wanted to make the experience from begin-
ning to end smoother and more enjoyable for the
member,” she said about one of her first goals
after arriving at OLLI some 18 months ago. 

It must be working because membership was at
an all time high of 1,925 in early December. The
program has a history of steady growth, but
they’ve jumped by 30 percent since July of 2015. 

That record membership level is reflected in a
record number of classes for the upcoming Winter
Term.  “We grow membership because the more mem-
bers we have the more classes we can offer,” she adds.

The nearly 200 winter classes and activities are
captured in the recently released course catalogue. In
addition to classes about arts and theatre, film, histo-
ry, biography, culture and spirituality, current events,

health, nature and technology; they also have special
activities like day trips across Tampa Bay, special
interest groups and international excursions.  They
are also continuing recently added items like the
Metropolitan Opera and the National Theatre live in
HD and may offer TED Live, so members can expe-
rience this summer’s TED Conference in Vancouver.  

“We’re trying to do more things like that and
stay current,” says Kile. “We’re expanding our
travel program and trying to differentiate our-
selves from other programs that offer travel. We’re
trying to stay fresh for our lifelong learners.”

Members are free to suggest topics for classes and
they are always in need of instructors. With three
people on staff for almost 2,000 members, hunting
for lecturers can be a challenge.  “So I’m trying to
change the dynamic, so that we meet people who
would be good instructors and then we create a class
around them instead of trying to find instructors for
a particular topic.”  The process is relatively painless.
“If somebody has a solid idea, even if they never
taught a class before, we’re pretty open-minded,”
says Kile. And no lesson plan required.

Member involvement beyond taking classes is
important to Kile.  She wants it to be community.
“A place where members will come take a class in
the morning, go to lunch ($5 for members), then
maybe volunteer later in the day. To really give
meaning back to their lives because so many peo-
ple are from someplace else; this is a great way to
meet like-minded people in the sense that they
want to continue their education.”

“OLLI members are invested in the program,”

adds Walt Ulbrecht, a member, a volunteer on the
marketing committee and an ambassador, “but from
my point of view, I found a family. And I joke to peo-
ple that when I die down here, there might actually be
a few people that come to my funeral.”

The recent launch of ambassador presentations
like the one at HarbourSide is designed to spread the
word and encourage people to join. “If you would like
to have an OLLI ambassador come talk to your group,
just reach out to us,” advises Kile.  

They have gift passes for free entry into one
class so potential members may “test” OLLI with-
out a commitment. Most of their offerings are
available to non-members, but for $49 a year,
members generally pay between $10 and $45 for
classes, a substantial savings over non-member
prices, and they get other benefits as well. They
also have gift memberships available. 

If you happen to be an AARP member you may
participate in the upcoming Ride, Roll, or Stroll, a
three-tour program to explore St. Pete via bus, bike
or foot, at the OLLI member price, thanks to a
recent partnership between the organizations. 

For more information or to join go to 
www.eckerd.edu/olli.
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OLLI continued from page 3

David Smith, aka TIR contributor The Old Professor, plays the part during a class at OLLI. 
Members with a particular expertise or interest may also be instructors. Monica Kile, OLLI’s director, 

(inset) welcomes a new group of adult learners to OLLI.
Photos courtesy of OLLI

A record number of classes and activities
are listed in the Winter 2017 Course Catalogue.

Prospective members or friends
visiting members can get a guest pass 

(inset) to attend one class for free.
Images courtesy of OLLI.
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The Good Old Days (Part 1)
By Sabrina O’Donnell

“Eat healthier!”
“Lose weight!”
“Drink less coffee!” 
The New Year’s resolutions were flying around

the table. 
“Join that gym down the street,” Uncle Tom

suggested.
“Tommy you said that last year!” Great Aunt

Jamie cackled.  
“What about you sweety?” Grandma leaned

over to me. “What are you going to do different-
ly in 2017?” 

I hadn’t really thought about it.
“I don’t know,” I shrugged. “What was your

resolution when you were my age?” 
My grandmother’s face fell into deep thought. 
“When I was your age,” she answered slowly,

running calculations in her head, “it was 1957.
Dwight D. Eisenhower was well into his second
term as president, Notre Dame had just beat the
Oklahoma Sooners 7–0, ending their 47 consecu-
tive games in a row winning streak, and the world
was worshiping Elvis Presley like he was a deity.
My resolution was probably to get more of those
tight little bathing suits everyone was wearing.
They were all the rave even though our mothers
hated them to death. Gosh,” my grandma chuck-
led, “my mother would roll over in her grave if
she could see what you kids are wearing now.”

She began rifling through her oversized purse,
searching for her wallet. 

“Here,” she said, pulling an old Polaroid out.
“Me and my girls; we were about your age.  

I studied the picture of my grandma and her
friends in their old swimsuits sprawled out on the
sand. Everything looked so foreign, even the
beach.  

“Wow,” I gazed down at the photo. “Sure was
a different time.”

“Oh, it was wonderful. You would’ve loved it,”
my grandma fondly recalled. “Hey, there’s a reso-
lution for you; learn more about history.” 

“Well I take history in schoo-“

“No, no, not the common core history lessons
they give you,” my grandma motioned down to
the Polaroid still in my hands. “You know, the
good old days.” 

“The good old days,” I repeated, “not a half
bad resolution.”

“I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised,” My
grandma gave me a little smirk. 

“Guys!” Uncle Tom shouted from the other
room. “The countdown is starting!” 

We all rushed to the back room to watch the
New Year’s Eve celebration in Manhattan. 

“Five! Four! Three! Two!” We stared at the big
shiny silver ball that was about to bring us into
2017.

“Learn more about the good old days,” I said
to myself as the ball plummeted through the
brisk New York air. 

“Happy New Year!” The house roared, fol-
lowed by hugging, kissing and cheering. 

I woke up disoriented; my head was spinning.
I reached for my phone to see what time it was
but my hand found…the head of a sprinkler? I
sat up and couldn’t help but gasp when I found
myself sprawled out on a front lawn, watching the
sun rise. 

“You alright?” A voice yelled to me from
behind. I spun around and was greeted by a
stranger, about my age, walking out of what
appeared to be her house.

“You drink a little too much last night too?”
She laughed. There was something very familiar
about her. “No better way to open 1958 than with
a hangover I guess.”

“Nineteen…what?”
“C’mon,” she helped me up. “You seem nice.

You can come out with me and my girls today.
I’m Barb.”

“Barb,” I repeated. “Like Barbara?” 
“Yes ma’am like Barbara. Why? Don’t like the

name?”
“No, no not at all,” I explained. “It’s just, that’s

my grandmother’s name.”

w w w . t h e i s l a n d r e p o r t e r . c o m
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SPB Celebrates Two Milestones
By Sally Yoder

Photos courtesy of the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum

Editor’s Note: Writer Sally Yoder shares some per-
sonal memories of the consolidation of St. Pete Beach.
2017 is the 60th anniversary of the vote and events are
planned beginning this month.

It is hard for me to believe 60 years have passed
since that night on July 7, 1957, when I stood with
others on Gulf Boulevard at about 43rd Avenue in
front of the tiny Belle Vista Town Hall. We
watched closely as election votes were counted to
form a new consolidated city, St. Petersburg Beach.
The vote count began about 7:30 p.m. before a
gathering of residents, reporters and officials, with
the final announcement made at 9:30 p.m. 

After several efforts to create a new city by peti-
tions filed in Tallahassee failed, the referendum
for consolidation passed by five absentee ballots.
The result was greeted by shouts of joy and boos
of rejection! A very historic night by any means.

The southern most town of the newly consoli-
dated city was the old town of Pass-a-Grille (PAG)

Beach, incorporated in 1911. At the north end
was the old city of St. Petersburg Beach incorpo-
rated in 1943; they both had their own police
and fire departments and protected, by mutual
agreement,  the middle towns of Don CeSar
Place and Belle Vista Beach, each incorporated in
1950s. But a large swath of unincorporated area
north of Belle Vista had no such protection
except from an occasional ride through by a
Pinellas County Sheriff.

They all constituted the island known as Long
Key (which is still on some navigation maps). The
island towns were growing in population as the
Florida West Coast was discovered by sun-hungry
northerners, and with the construction of the
Sunshine Skyway and the Howard Franklin Bridge,
the islands were opened to a vast traffic flow. 

With this growth came strain on the small
towns’ infrastructure.  Water and sewers became a
priority, and the Long Key Sewer District was
formed in 1952 to start the lengthy process of get-
ting homes and businesses on a main sewer sys-
tem. Many homes still had septic tanks or lines
that dumped into the bay waters. I recall sitting on
the seawall by the PAG Yacht Club, watching and
listening to sewer lines dump raw sewerage into
the bay just a few feet from where we were sitting.
The growth also taxed police and fire resources
and revenue became burdensome.

Consolidation was the only valid solution to
solve the problems, but giving up the little, quiet
towns to a larger city proved difficult to many
locals. Tough political lines were soon established
and the "pro's and con's” of a united island were
soon rampant in the media, at meetings and ral-
lies, and on yard signs. Two “aye or nay” original
posters are on display at the Gulf Beaches
Historical Museum (GBHM).

As a reporter for a weekly beach paper, I attend-
ed all the town commission meetings and sat
untold hours in long boring sewer meetings. To
even mention consolidation brought forth tirades
of opinion and downright outrage! My father was
a commissioner in PAG Beach, and like most
island commissions, PAG Beach heavily backed
the idea to become one larger city. Sometimes the
atmosphere was so tense houses were egged 
(ours included) and phone lines unplugged. As I
look back; in it’s own way, it was kinda fun and

certainly an interesting example of the human
response to crisis!

But 60 years have passed and the new town
became a reality and has become a modern city
and accepted the changes as they were made by
many dedicated men and women.

In addition to celebrating 60 years as what it
now called St. Pete Beach, 2017 is also the 100th
anniversary of what was the PAG Community
Church.  The tiny building, which now houses the
GBHM, was built of rusticated block with red
grout and opened its doors in 1917 to an excited
congregation that was having services in hotel lob-
bies and private homes.  

By the late 1950s the church was straining at its
seams and the leadership looked for new property
to build a bigger facility. The original building was
bound for the inevitable wrecking ball, but Mrs.
Joan Haley, an island resident, bought the church
property and turned it into her home. In 1989 she
passed away and left the property to Pinellas
County to be used as a beach museum.

There will be events throughout the year to cel-
ebrate these milestones by decade starting on Jan.
8, Elvis’s birthday, with a Sock Hop to celebrate
the ’50s at the Community Center. A celebration
of the ’60s will coincide with the annual Island
Festival on Mar. 4. 

Watch for all events to be publicized in TIR.
Happy Anniversary!

This 1925 photo shows the original 
Pass-a-Grille Community Church which opened 
its doors in 1917. It now houses the Gulf Beaches
Historical Museum and will be celebrated Mar. 4 

at the annual Island Festival. 

This original poster prompting residents to 
vote no on the consolation referendum is on display 

at the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum.
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Sharing love and passion for St. Petersburg
and liking people are two main qualifications for
volunteers of the Sunshine Street Team (SST).

The program connects visitors with knowl-
edgeable and enthusiastic volunteers in order to
enhance their downtown St. Petersburg experi-
ence from October through May.  The goal is to
build lasting relationships between visitors and
St. Pete establishments and generate metrics
about visitors.

Decked out in bright yellow T-shirts advertis-
ing “Ask Me,” team members work two-hour
shifts Friday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., anywhere between 300 Beach Drive and
the Mahaffey to the south, and west to about the
Chihuly at 720 Central Ave. They walk or just
hang out in the area to welcome visitors to the
city, recommend landmarks, shopping experi-
ences, museums, galleries, etc., and entice them
to spend locally.

The program of the Downtown Business
Association of St. Petersburg is under the leader-
ship of Executive Director Sharon Fennell-
Kennedy. The Buffalo native has sunshine writ-
ten all over her and it pours out with almost
everything she says.  

“We call ourselves visitor guides, but we’re
here for locals as well,” she says beaming. “We
want to make it fun, we want to make people feel
welcome. I’m really big on gratitude. I don’t
want to sound drippy, but it is about the grati-
tude that the volunteers have; they’re able to vol-
unteer in the community and pay it forward.”

Resident Terry Watson came up with the idea
for the SST. It is based on a program in Ybor
City a friend of his created that included a very
detailed tour. “When he moved down here, he
envisioned engaging people, so he took it to the
Downtown Business Association and they
picked up on it,” adds Sharon.

At a recent training session Sharon outlined the
duties of the volunteers: complete the training, be
able to be outside; have a positive attitude; be
friendly, courteous and confidant in conversations

Terry Watson (left) came up with the idea for 
the Sunshine Street Team (SST) based on a program

he was familiar with in Ybor City. He and 
volunteer Desiree Noisette (center) pose with 

Sharon Fennell-Kennedy, the executive director.
Photo courtesy of SST.

Volunteers Spread Sunshine
in St. Pete

By TIR Staff

VOLUNTEERS continued on pages 21
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Piano Prodigy Plays with 
a Purpose

By Betsy Judge
When Ethan Bortnick takes the

stage at the Palladium on Jan. 15, the
16-year-old entertainer will be doing
what he likes to do best, make music
and raise money to help people.

He was 3-years-old when he start-
ed playing piano and could hear a
song once and play it back. At 6, he
held his own with Jay Leno on the
Tonight Show; playing for the audi-
ence like someone who had studied
piano for decades, shortly after gush-
ing and giggling as he told Leno he
had ridden “hundreds and hundreds
of times” on Disney’s It’s a Small World. 

A year later, the young prodigy
who has raised more than $40 mil-
lion for charity, reminded Oprah,
“We need to stay humble.”

When his brother Nathan
required three open heart surgeries,
the frequent trips to the hospital
inspired him to play to help others.   

“As I visited more in the hospi-
tal, I could see a lot of other kids
were literally struggling. Some of
these kids could not afford surgery,
so the hospital raised money for
them.  I’d started to play a lot and
the hospital actually took notice
and asked me if I would play for
their fundraiser,” he said, in an
interview with TIR over Skype
from his home in Hollywood
Florida.  

“I played a little gala, and we
raised a good amount of money, and
they asked me again,  and we raised
even more money.”  He recalls being
about seven or eight when the hospi-
tal leadership asked if he would host
the fundraiser.  They got a director
who had produced the Grammys,
brought in talent like Beyoncé,
Gloria Gaynor and Smokey
Robinson, and raised $10 million. 

“That is when I said, ‘This isn't
something for me to have fun with;
this is something for me to have
fun with and help people at the
same time,’ and for me that’s the
most important thing,” he adds. 

In addition to holding a Guinness World
Record as “The World’s Youngest Solo Musician

to Head-line His Own Concert
Tour,” he has a movie under his
belt.  “We met the investor and lit-
erally he said, ‘Let’s make a
movie.’” Ethan agreed and six
months later they met with the
director and started building the
script around the whole idea of
music.  Ethan wrote the score.  

“Anything is Possible,” is a
poignant drama about a young boy
who looses his mother when she
goes on a military humanitarian mis-
sion after a Tsunami. He then learns
the man he thought was his father is
not his biological dad and runs away.
A homeless veteran helps the boy
who turns out to be musically gifted.

“It was an awesome experience,”
he says. “I think my favorite part
was playing all the music for it, but
the acting stuff was really cool, I’ve
never really done anything like it.”

It was his experience doing a
USO show that inspired Ethan
Presents: A Celebration of America,
which honors the men, women and
families of the U.S. Armed Forces
with songs like “America The
Beautiful,” and “God Bless America,”
and an original song penned and
composed by Ethan for “Anything is
Possible,” titled “They Shine.” 

In 2010, he was the youngest per-
former in an all-star line-up with
Barbra Streisand, Tony Bennett,
Celine Dion, Carlos Santana, and
others for We Are The World 25 For
Haiti.  He has a highly successful
nationally televised show, The Power
of Music, which was the number one
concert pledge show on Public
Television for 2014/2015, and is still
running nationwide continuously.
He was on the cover of Esquire mag-
azine's 80th anniversary edition, has
been featured in Gap's global celebri-
ty ad campaign, and continues to
share the stage with music legends.

The list of charities he has
supported exceeds 50, and he is

focusing on giving back to local organizations

Ethan Bortnick speaks to TIR
from his home in Hollywood
Florida. The 16-year old musi-
cian loves to entertain audi-
ences and has raised more
than $40 million for charity.

TIR staff photo.

Ethan Bortnick is playing the
Palladium on Jan. 15.  He says
he has a surprise in store for the

audience here.
Image courtesy of the Palladium. 

At age 6, Ethan Bortnick
wowed the audience of the

Tonight Show.  Just a “regular
kid,” he also relished recount-
ing hundreds of trips on It’s a
Small World at Disney while

talking with Jay Leno.
Image from www.ethanbortnick.com.

ETHAN continued on pages 19
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Fitness

A few Germs is a Good Thing
By Carol Hollenbeck

A germaphobe is a person who has an extreme
fear of germs and an obsession with cleanliness.
This behavior is actually a form of OCD (obses-
sive compulsive disorder). Germaphobes general-
ly have erratic behavior that takes over their life.
They tend to wash or clean repeatedly even
though they know the behavior is foolish.

The opposite would be people who rarely wash
their hands before they eat or after using the bath-
room. They may eat food off the floor and share
their food with their pets. They don’t worry about
shaking hands and drink from communal cups. 

Luckily most people lie somewhere between
these two extremes. 

Regardless of where you fall in this spectrum,
there is a lot of sound research from microbiologists
on just how dirty or contaminated with germs our
world is. You might be surprised to learn the control
buttons on an office copier machine have four times
more bacteria than a pet bowl. The kitchen counter
and refrigerator handle both harbor twice the bacte-
rial colonies per square inch than the kitchen floor.
Examining the surfaces in the bathroom scientists
found the toilet handle and sink faucet have far
more bacteria than the toilet seat. Why? Because
people tend to clean the toilet seat and floors more
than handles and buttons of many common items. 

Items that are seldom cleaned get even worse
including cell phones, iPads, laptops or other elec-
tronic devices. A recent study concluded that 95
percent of hospital healthcare workers cell phones
were contaminated with nosocomial bacteria
which can cause pneumonia and infections of the
urinary tract, bloodstream and other parts of the

body. Of those found to test positive for staph,
more than half were contaminated with MRSA
(Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus)
which is tougher to treat than most strains.

Paper money and coins are another area of con-
cern. The same study found 94 percent of one-dol-
lar bills were colonized by the type of bacteria
harmful to 7 percent of healthy people and 87 per-
cent of people recently hospitalized or with com-
promised immune systems. Think about where
you keep your money - in your purse and wallet.
When is the last time you cleaned those items?

Don’t let this make you even more compulsive
with germs and cleaning because our immune sys-
tem has developed over thousands of years and is
pretty strong. Constantly wiping down your world
with antibacterial products is not the solution. And
in fact many experts promote using antibacterial
products sparingly to help build your own immune
system and prevent the creation of  “super bugs.”

The good news is most of us can handle
germs and touching all this dirty stuff. You
might want to refrain from using your cell
phone while eating and of course washing your
hands before you eat is still the best defense for
prevention of illnesses. Other good habits are
gargling first thing in the morning and blowing
your nose hard to get rid of germs that may have
built up overnight in your nose and throat. Also
you can use Vaseline in your nose before you fly
for an extra barrier. Other than that don’t worry. 

Carol Hollenbeck is a physical therapist in St.
Pete Beach and owns Fit For Life Fitness Center.
(727) 367-0075 or www.iamfitforlife.com.

when he is on the road.
Ethan says he’s just a regular guy.  “I woke up

pretty late today because I was up last night doing
homework. I play video games and play sports with
the neighbors. I do everything a kid usually does.”

The tenth-grader goes to school when he can.
“The teachers are very flexible, and they’ll send me the
homework ahead of time; we email each other, and
will actually Skype together,” he says. The school also
records all the classes so students can see them online.

His parents were born in Ukraine. His mom’s
family moved to Israel where she was raised, and
his dad was seven when his family emigrated to
the U.S. and made Philadelphia their home
before moving to Florida years later. The whole
family can speak Russian.

Ethan’s a big foodie and when he travels he asks
for recommendation for local restaurants. He credits
an Ethan-themed cruise where he performed various
shows as the best place he’s ever eaten. He racks his
brain to come up with the worst food he’s eaten and
settles on a small town in Montana. “The population
was around 3,000 or something. We had half the city
at our show.” They found about the only place in
town to eat, a buffet which was about to close. “The
food wasn’t very fresh,” he says diplomatically. 

When asked if he would play the piano where
he was sitting, he considered giving us a sneak pre-
view of a surprise he has in store for the concert
here, but instead opted to create and play a com-
position based on our ring tone–something he
likes to do for audience members at his concerts.

For more information and about Ethan go to
www.ethanbortnick.com.

ETHAN continued from page 18
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Sarasota writer Sally Fernandez is a
self-described political junkie. In fact, it
was the 2008 presidential election that
kick-started her writing career.

“I had a lot of questions leading up
to the election,” she says. “My husband
challenged me to put my ideas on
paper.” Meeting that challenge proved
to be the inspiration for a series of what
she calls “thinking person’s books” that
weave contemporary political events
into fictional plots.

Fernandez attended Pace University in
New York and the University of San
Francisco. She worked for Citibank and JP
Morgan in New York City and provided
technology consulting while living in
Hong Kong. But it wasn’t until she moved
to Florida in 2009 that she began a career
as a writer. Her debut novel, “Brotherhood
of the Yard,” (published in 2011) is an
international thriller that takes readers
from the streets of Florence, Italy to the
highest seats of power in Washington D.C.
It was the first in what was to become a
series titled The Simon Tetralogy. The
story introduces the enigmatic Simon
Hall, a man Fernandez describes as a
“cross between Brad Pitt’s character in
‘Meet Joe Black’ and Leonardo DiCaprio’s
character in ‘Catch Me If You Can,’.” As
the leader of a group of scholars known as
La Fratellanza (The Brotherhood), Simon
brings an intellectual game into real life by
involving the election of a president, the
banking crisis and international terrorism. 

“Throughout the tetralogy, the hunt
for Simon never ceases as he continues to
unleash diabolical plots in the US and
abroad,” Fernandez explains. “The readers
and the characters are led first to admire him and
then slowly grow to fear him.”

In the sequel, “Noble’s Quest,” the hunt for
Simon continues with a joint investigation between
Interpol and the States Intelligence Agency as a result
of earth-shaking events in the United States and
Europe. In Book 3, “The Ultimate Revenge,” Simon

escapes from a high-security prison
and leads his captors on a chase that
reveals plans for the establishment of a
one-world government under the guise
of global warming. “Redemption,” the
final book of the series, begins with the
news of Simon’s apparent suicide.
Meanwhile, the newly-elected US pres-
ident calls on La Fratellanza to help
solve the economic crisis that threat-
ens the country’s survival. 

Fernandez’s most recent novel,
“Climatized,” is the first of what she
calls “The Max Ford Thrillers.” The
signature character, Maxine Ford, is a
private investigator and former
deputy director of the States
Intelligence Agency who is hired by
the wife of a deceased senator to look
into the suspicious circumstances sur-
rounding his death. The investigation
leads Max to the mysterious deaths of
three scientists who were scheduled to
give testimony to the senator’s com-
mittee investigating global warming.
Max finds herself in a race with an
unknown killer when a fourth scien-
tist goes missing. Dr. Harold Doiron,
chairman of The Right Climate Stuff
Research Team and NASA Apollo
space mission veteran, praised
“Climatized” as a “murder-mystery
thriller, full of political intrigue and
meticulous scientific accuracy, that
gets about as close as you can get to
the truth…and still call it fiction.”

Fernandez is planning to start
work on the second Max Ford
Thriller early in 2017. The topic
remains under wraps, but it is cer-

tain to challenge readers to look at things from a
different perspective. “I set out to inform the read-
er subliminally, letting the characters debate while
I stay out of the fray,” she says.  “I hope readers
will close my books and wonder, ‘What if?’”

For more information, go to www.sallyfernan-
dez.com.

Florida Author

Ripped From the
Headlines  By Jackie Minniti

Sally Fernandez (top)
parlayed her curiosity
about the 2008 election
into a writing career.
Her books weave con-
temporary political
events into fictional
plots. Her first series 
of four books features
mysterious Simon Hall,
an intellectual who gets
involved with elections,
banking  and terrorism.
She introduces Maxine
Ford, an intelligence 
professional turned 

private eye in
“Climatized,” the first of
her new thriller series.

Saving Your
Hair from
Salt Water

By Gloria Huffman
One of the pleasures of living around the

Gulf is an early morning swim, a later afternoon
dip or a day in the sand and water with friends,
but what does it do to hair?

While salt water has been shown to help treat
some skin and scalp conditions, too much expo-
sure to salt water and salt air leads to real prob-
lems for hair.  Just like skin, water helps maintain
the elasticity and moisture in hair.  When the salt
contacts hair it removes the water and moisture
in it. The result is extremely dry, dull hair that
tangles easily.  The ends of hair can become brit-
tle which often leads to splitting and breaking.
Colored hair can fade and become dull.  Salt
water can also affect the longevity of Keratin or
other smoothing treatments.

There are ways to enjoy area waters and still
have great hair.

Wet your hair with fresh water at an outside
shower before taking a dip in the gulf to help
reduce the amount of salt water absorbed by the
hair. Applying a heavy, water soluble condition-
er or sun screen to the wet hair will act as a bar-
rier.

Shampoo and condition your hair with a sul-
fate free, sodium chloride free shampoo immedi-
ately after the beach. Rinsing is not enough.
Always use a leave in conditioner with UV pro-
tection and avoid mousse or high alcohol styling
products, as they will dry hair out.

Your stylist can advise you of the best prod-
ucts to keep your tresses shiny and smooth.

Enjoy your time in the sun and water and
remember that great hair begins with knowledge.

Gloria Huffman owns Hair Gloria located in
Rapunzel's at Treasure Island.

Staying Safe
on the Water

By John Bryant
As a boat captain in the Tampa Bay area, I

see all sorts of mistakes made by boaters and
most of them are easily avoidable. Here are a
few common ones that you can take measures
not to make. 

Check the weather forecast and consider if
the vessel breaks down will it be safe. Anchoring
in high winds can easily flood a boat or cause a
vessel to drift into damaging obstructions. Make
sure the anchor is the right size for the boat and
that there is enough line for it to set.

Have a method to determine GPS location. If
the vessel has navigation equipment, know how
to use it in order to determine the boat’s position
in case you need help. Sea Tow has a free app that
will give coordinates when they are needed.

Have a way to call for help. If the vessel
doesn’t have a radio make sure to have a way
to charge a cell phone in case there is a delay
in being assisted.

Lastly make sure to have a good light, at
least 300 lumens, in order to navigate. Even
though you might have planned to return
before dark often, it could be dark by the time
an assistance vessel gets you underway again.

John Bryant is a USCG licensed at Sea Tow
Tampa Bay.
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with visitors; and glean information, to the extent
possible, of where the visitors are from, reason for
their visit, interests, where they are staying and
other information. Volunteers submit their infor-
mation including referrals they made to Sharon
so visitor profiles can be developed.

“You don’t want to interrogate people, but
yet you have to be able to find out some infor-
mation. So many times it’s just a casual.
‘Where are you from?’,” she says. “John and I
met a guy from Grand Rapids and found out
that he was an engineer, he was staying at the
Vinoy, he was at a conference, and he wanted
to know where some exercise place was, and
we were able to give him directions.

“It will come naturally to you, but you don’t
want to be pushy about it,” she added.

Volunteers do not have to live downtown nor
do they have to know everything. “You don’t
have to answer every single question somebody
has,” says Sharon. The training program arms
them with the resources that are available.

One such resource is Shelli Hermans, coordina-
tor at the chamber’s St. Pete Store & Visitors Center.

“I talk to visitors all day long, and I’ve been

doing it for about three years, so it comes really
naturally to me,” says Shelli. “It’s a joy to do it,
and I thank each of you guys because it is your
time, and there may be other things that you
might want to be doing, but you choose to do
this. I am a lifetime volunteer. I love it, and I say
I get twice as much out of it as I’m giving. I real-
ly believe in volunteers, and I learn a couple of

things every day. If you don’t know the
answer, it’s not a big deal, you don’t
have to be an expert,” she says noting
she uses Google a lot.

Sharon says it’s all about relation-
ships. “The street team is the story,
but it’s really all about us; our sense
of place and loving St. Petersburg is
what is driving this initiative. I’ve
had lots of fun. The last thing I say
is, ‘enjoy yourself.’ The idea is not to
make this work; it’s not a job, it’s a
volunteer thing,” she adds.

For more information or to volun-
teer go to stpetedowntownbiz.com.

VOLUNTEERS continued from page 17

Sunshine Street Team Executive Director Sharon
Fennell-Kennedy (standing) talks to new volunteers
for the downtown program which connects visitors
with knowledgeable and enthusiastic volunteers to

enhance their experience.
TIR staff photo.

Support from 2016-17 sponsors makes 
the Sunshine Street Team possible.

Image courtesy of SST. 
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Better Weather... A new and improved U.S. weath-
er satellite blasted off from Florida's east coast in
December promising to deliver continuous high-defi-
nition views of hurricanes and other storms over the
Western Hemisphere. A detailed stream of images pro-
vided by the satellite is expected to sharpen weather
forecasts, provide more advanced warning of floods
and better tracking of wildfires, plumes and volcanic
ash clouds. Carried atop an Atlas 5 rocket, the GOES-
R satellite was launched from Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station. Once in position, 22,300 miles above
the equator, it is designed to take a complete picture of
the hemisphere every five minutes while simultane-
ously zooming in on specific regions to monitor fires,
volcanic eruptions, heavy rainfall and storms. The
satellite’s capabilities go beyond weather forecasting;
it’s sharper view will enable forecasters to see waves in
clouds, for example, so pilots can avoid turbulence
and give airline passengers smoother rides. The
GOES-R is the first of four satellites in a system
upgrade that will cost $11 billion, with the next one
slated for launch in 2018.

Confining Chernobyl... In the middle of a vast
exclusion zone in northern Ukraine, the world's largest
land-based moving structure has been positioned over
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster site to prevent deadly
radiation from spewing from the stricken reactor for
the next 100 years. On April 26, 1986, a botched test
at the Soviet nuclear plant sent clouds of smoldering
nuclear material across large swathes of Europe, forced
over 50,000 people to evacuate, and poisoned
unknown numbers of workers involved in its clean-
up.  A concrete sarcophagus was hastily built over the
stricken reactor to contain the worst of the radiation,
but a more permanent solution has been in the works
since 2001.  Easily visible from miles away, the 36,000
ton 'New Safe Confinement' arch was slowly pulled
into position over four days in mid-November to cre-
ate a casement to block radiation and allow the
remains of the reactor to be dismantled safely.  Shortly
after, a ceremony was held at Chernobyl to mark this
major milestone that has been funded by donations in
excess of $2 billion from more than 40 countries and

organizations. Even with the new arch, the surround-
ing 1,000 square miles will remain largely uninhabit-
able and closed to unsanctioned visitors.  Today trees
sprout from the rusted roofs of apartment blocks in
the ghost town of Prypyat, while some animal popu-
lations are booming in the absence of humans.

Do You Know Mercury?... Here's a quick primer
on Mercury.  The closest planet to our sun circles the
orb faster than all the other planets, which is why
Romans named it after their swift-footed messenger
god. Because the planet is so close to the sun,
Mercury’s surface temperature can reach a scorching
840 degrees F.  However, since the planet doesn't have
a real atmosphere to entrap the heat, at night temper-
atures can plummet to minus 275 degrees F, a temper-
ature swing of more than 1,100 degrees F, the greatest
in the solar system.  As close to the sun as Mercury is,
in 2012, NASA's MESSENGER spacecraft discov-
ered water ice in the craters around its north pole,
where regions may be permanently shaded from the
sun. Comets or meteorites may have delivered ice
there, or water vapor may have out-gassed from the
planet's interior and froze at the poles.  As if Mercury
isn't small enough, it has shrunk and continues shrink-
ing.  The tiny planet is made up of a single continen-
tal plate over a cooling iron core.  As the core cools, it
solidifies, reducing the planet's volume and causing it
to shrink.  It also speeds around the sun every 88 earth
days, traveling through space at nearly 112,000
mph–faster than any other planet. It’s oval-shaped
orbit is highly elliptical, taking Mercury as close as 29
million and as far as 43 million miles from the sun.
And finally, if one could stand on Mercury when it is
nearest to the sun, it would appear more than three
times as large as it does when viewed from Earth.

But That’s Not All... After exhausting everything I
know about the Middle Ages the past three years, we
start 2017 with some “Interesting Facts.” Interesting
Fact #1: “A shot of whiskey.” In the old west, a .45 car-
tridge for a six-gun cost 12¢, the same price as a glass
of whiskey.  If a cowhand was low on cash he would
often give the bartender a cartridge in exchange for a
drink.  This became known as a shot of whiskey.

Wayne’s World

Better Weather…
Containing Chernobyl…
Do You Know
Mercury?… and More…

By Wayne Shattuck

Calendars for
a Cause

Once again the Tampa Bay Rays and Pet Pal
Animal Shelter have partnered to create the “Players
& Pooches” calendar. 

“The Rays have been steadfast in their commit-
ment to Pet Pal with the calendar being just one of
the many things they do to sponsor us, “says Scott
Daly, executive director of Pet Pal. “We are very
thankful for their ongoing support. Go Rays!” 

Its has 14 months, each with a player and pet(s).
Some theirs some Pet Pal’s recently adopted pooches.
Except Matt Duffy and his cat Skeeter–the first ever
cat included–photos are by Sarah Wood.

The 2017 calendar includes: Evan Longoria, Alex
Cobb, Kevin Kiermaier, Logan Forsythe, Brad
Boxberger, Jake Odorizzi, Rocco Baldelli, Steven
Souza Jr., Drew Smyly, Nick Franklin, Brad Miller,
Ryan Garton, Matt Duffy, and Luke Maile. Calendars
are $15 and made possible through the Rays and the
Ted Williams Museum and Hitters Hall of Fame. 

Calendars
are available
for pick up at
the following
St. Petersburg
locations:  Pet
Pal Animal
Shelter, 405
22nd St. S.; Pet
Pal Veterinary
Clinic, 1900
34th St. S.; and
Pet Pal Thrift
Store, 1500
34th St. N.

Third basemen Even Longoria with his pals.

Centerfielder Kevin Kiermaier 
and  Kiwi.  
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Business of the Year
Century 21 Coast to Coast on Tierra Verde has been

voted the Business of the Year for 2016 by the Tierra Verde
Business Partnership. The firm has been on the island for 36
years and is a part of a four office chain with over 130 real-
tors along with a global division. Under the leadership of
Realtor-Emeritus and Managing Broker, Randall K. Ierna,
GRI, realtors from the Tierra Verde office are active in the
community, sponsoring island events and volunteering to
support various island non-profits. Read about other win-
ners and the event on page 27. Photo by Linda Steiner. 

Leadership 101
Members of the Tampa Bay Beaches

Chamber of Commerce graduated
from chamber’s Institute for
Leadership.  Congratulations to: Jeff
Baker, Kasey, Brussell, Sofie Caruso,
Tara Clarini, Greg Czyszczon,
Stephanie DelMonte, Adam Doles,
Melissa Faint, Troy Hayes, Emily

Hillenbrand, Buddy Hyer, Shannon Kelly, Wendy Kirkwood, Stella Laclé, Teresa
Mc Guiness, Bobby Morig, Rachel Perny, Susan L. Thompson, P.A., Meghan
VanDeVeire, Stephen Witts, and Annie Woods. Photo by Bob Schlesinger.

Local Artist Work Featured
A painting by Homer Prentice, a 98-year-old artist who

lives at The Fountains at Boca Ciega Bay, is featured in the
Expressions 2017 Calendar, an award-winning calendar
that celebrates active aging and the arts. His oil painting,
titled “Grouse Drumming on a Log,” was selected from
over 200 entries nationwide. The calendar is published by
Watermark Retirement Communities, a national senior
housing operator that manages 39 communities nationwide, including The
Fountains. Congratulations Homer.

Giving to Others
Members, friends and family of the Gulf

Beach Masonic Lodge helped bring Holiday
cheer to eight local families in need prepar-
ing and delivering prepared and delivered
Thanksgiving food baskets to less fortunate
families in the area. They also took part in
the Salvation Army Angel Tree program at
Tyrone Mall. The Angel Tree program is
designed to get holiday gifts to needy chil-
dren in the community.  Photos courtesy of
the Masonic Lodge.

Notable Achievements

A Fantastic Facelift
Tosti’s Spirits and Fine Wines has a brand new look. Owner

Ellen Capitosti who took over an adjacent store years ago to cre-
ate the fine wine side of her business has truly integrated the two

sections. She tore
down a portion 
of the adjoining
wall and com-
bined two check-
out areas into one
that serves both
sides. She also
updated the floor
in the liquor side
and repositioned
the fully stocked
humidor.

Business News

The New Pro in Town
Treasure Bay Golf and Tennis welcomes Bruce Olson to

their team. The professional golf coach with more than for
decades of experience, started his PGA apprenticeship in Texas.
He has coached and managed golf courses in Minnesota and
San Francisco before relocating here. Bruce has three adult chil-
dren and a beautiful wife of 30 years, Dainora. He will be offer-
ing a variety of instructional programs, “on the course” from
November through April annually.

Hot Shave & Hair Cuts
For 10 years barber Steve Pope had a vision: to bring back

the hot-towel-shave and haircut with a straight razor finish on
the neck while serving cold refreshments in a warm, welcom-
ing barber shop.  He brought his vision to life when he opened
the 9th Ave Barber Shop & Men’s Salon behind Admiral
Farragut. Check it out at 7107 9th Ave. N. or call 727-345-4769.

Triathlon Triumph
Jackie Yost, a long time resident of Treasure Island, was inducted in the the USA Triathlon Florida Regional Hall of Fame. Sports, fit-

ness, and athletic competition have defined the 88 year-old since childhood.  At 63, she with husband Larry (65), competed in her first
triathlon and competes in 15 plus triathlons a year, as well as running in road races.  She has been consistently ranked first or second in
her age group by USA Triathlon and has won her age group in many races. Way to go Jackie. Photo by Steve Edwards.
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Puzzlers can find the answers to all these brain teasers at
www.TheIslandReporter.com under “Puzzles”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10
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Gulfport
Jan. 6 & 21: Gulfport Art-Walk, 6 - 10 p.m.

Beach Blvd. S., Waterfront District.
Jan. 14: Gulfport Beach & Area Cleanup, 

9 - 11 a.m.  p.m., Gulfport Municipal Beach, 5500
Shore Blvd.
Jan. 14: Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service,

8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  This day recognizes service
projects that make a difference. Create a team and
a project. Learn more and register at http://mygulf-
port.us/mlkdayofservice/. Info at 727-893-1118.
Gulfport Public Library: Go to events at

www.mygulfport.us/gpl for library events or visit at
5501 28th Ave S.

Each Week
Gulfport Fresh Market: Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 

3 p.m. 3007 Beach Blvd. Info at 727-278-4285.
Jan. 10 is Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA.
Gulfport Toastmasters: Wednesdays, 

6:15 - 7:30 p.m. Community Room, Gulfport
Public Library. 5501 28th Ave. S. Info at 727-537-
9098, info@gulfporttoastmasters.com or www.gulf-
porttoastmasters.com.
SoTangerine Market: Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Tangerine Greenway, 5022 Tangerine Ave. Info at
727-439-0164.

Throughout the Month
Gulfport Casino: Dance Lessons. $5 for mem-

bers, $8 for non-members. Gulfport Casino: 5500
Shore Blvd. S.  Info at www.mygulfport.us.
Senior Center Events: Calendar available at

www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org or 727-893-
1231.

Madeira Beach
Jan. 26 & 28: Old Salt Johnny Kellar Inshore

Tournament,  Annual Inshore fishing tournament,
food and fun. Supports All Children’s Hospital.
$25 registration. Info at www.OldSaltFishing.org.

Each Week:
Wednesdays: Madeira Beach Morning

Market, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Open air market in down-
town Madeira Beach. Vendors with everything from
arts to hydroponic, locally grown produce.  Info at
www.thebeachmarkets.com.

S. Pasadena
Feb. 2: Mark Your Calendar: S. Pasadena

Community Band Concert, 7:30 p.m. Free con-
cert at Galatea Garden, 7015 Sunset Dr. S. 

St. Pete Beach
Jan. 7: Lightning Watch Party, Noon. Bring

your beach towel and chairs and support the
Lightning against the Flyers with your toes in the
sand.  Games, DJ, Lightening Girls, ThunderBug
and contests. Parking available for $10. Guy
Harvey Outpost, 6000 Gulf Blvd. 
Jan. 13 - 15: St. Pete Beach Classic, Times vary.

Four races, free Health and Fitness Expo and free
bonfire and concert with Big Brother Band
Saturday night. Details on page 1. info at
www.stpetebeacclassic.com. Sirata Beach Resort,
5300 Gulf Blvd. 
Jan. 21: Community Yard Sale, 8 a.m. - noon.

Come and shop over 75 vendors. Someone’s trash
is another’s treasure.  Vendor space limited. Info at
363-9245. Community Center, 7701 Boca Ciega Dr.

Each Week
Corey Avenue Sunday Market, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Up to 75 vendors with locally produced and home-
made items including produce, plants, take home
foods, ready to eat lunch bites, hand crafts, eco--
friendly and fair trade products. Live music. Info at
www.TampaBayMarkets.com.

St. Pete Beach Public Library. Check the
library section of www.stpetebeach.org for the latest
events.

St. Petersburg
Jan. 7: The 2nd Annual Kettle Krush 5K/1

Mile Fun Run, 7:30 registration begins. Race to
KRUSH hunger and homelessness for families in
St. Petersburg. Supports The Salvation Army. Info
at www.salvationarmyflorida.org. Albert Whitted
Park, 480 Bayshore Dr SE.
Jan. 8 & 20: Winter Concert Series, 3 p.m.

Series will feature the Saint Mary Voices of Grace,
and the new viscount organ. Jan. 8 is Messe
Solennelle by Louis Vierne. Jan. 20 is Around the
World in 30 Instruments. Open to the public.  Info
at www.stmaryolg.org. Saint Mary Our Lady of
Grace, 515 Fourth St. S.
Jan. 15 & 16. 32nd Annual MLK Celebration.

Various times. Parade, battle of the bands and drum
line extravaganza. Info at wwwmlkdreambig.com.
Tropicana Field. 
Jan. 20. 18: Military Officers Association of

St. Pete, 11 a.m. Social hour, lunch and program.
Retired, active duty and former military, NOAA
and Public Health Service officers and spouses
invited. RSVP required. Call 727-360-2936.
Pasadena Yacht & Country Club, 6300 Pasadena
Point Blvd. S. Gulfport.

Each Week
Monday's: Toastmasters, 6:15 p.m. PARC,

3190 Tyrone Blvd. N. Info at: 727-422-8856.
Saturdays: St. Petersburg Saturday Morning

Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 170 approved vendors 
selling ethnic and artisan foods, crafts and music.
Al Lang Field parking lot, First Avenue S. and 1st
Street.  Info at www.saturdaymorningmarket.com.

Tierra Verde
Build Oyster Domes at TBW, weekdays 9 am -

Noon. Tampa Bay Watch needs 10-20 hard-working
volunteers to help build oyster domes periodically
throughout the year. Volunteers pour marine-
friendly concrete into fiberglass molds to create
oyster domes and un-mold other domes. Minimum
age is 16. Artificial domes allow oysters to attach to
a hard structure in order to grow. Oyster communi-
ties help stabilize shorelines, provide hard bottom
habitats for fish and wildlife resources and 
promote water quality improvements in the Tampa
Bay ecosystem. Marine Center, 3000 Pinellas
Bayway South in Tierra Verde. Visit www.tam-
pabaywatch.org for dates.

Treasure Island
Jan. 14-15: 20th Annual TI Sport Kite

Competition and Festival, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Kite
flyers perform to music in dual-line and multi-line
sport kite flying. Kite demos, hourly raffles and
possibly a night flight. For more info go to
www.easternleague.net. Thunderbird Beach Resort,
10700 Gulf Blvd

Each Week
Thursday Bingo, 6:45 p.m. Early bird, 

7:45 p.m. Regular. Cash prizes. Snack bar & free
coffee.  Hosted by the Treasure Islettes.  Treasure
Island Community Center 1 Park Place and 106th
Avenue.

Seminars and Classes
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 Safe

Boating Classes, 7 p.m., each Tuesday.   A 13 week
continuous cycle of classes; start at your conven-
ience; includes 400 pages of materials. Arrive the
first time at 6:30 p.m. to register. $40 for 13 weeks
($55 for couples sharing a  manual) . Call Jim at
727-360-4846, Warren at 727-321-7801, or Phil at
865-2226.  1500 Pass-a-Grille Way, St. Pete Beach.  

Jan. 3: Your “Highway” Signs, Jan. 10:
Rules of the Nautical Road, Jan. 17: Boating Safety,
Jan. 24: Introduction to Navigation, Jan. 31:
Powering Your Boat

All Month: 
St. Pete Beach Recreation Center Classes,

Classes in art, dance, self defense for women and a
variety of other topics throughout the month.
Classes for kids too. Go to www.spbrec.com for a
complete listing or call 727-363-9245.
Treasure Island SilverSneakers® FLEX

Program, Tue. 10:45 a.m. Free for Silver Sneaker
members, others $5. TI Community Center, One
Park Place. Info: 920-376-0214.
Treasure Island Art Guild Workshops,  Info at

treasureislandartguild.org. 
Each Month
Suncoast Hospice Caregiver Education and

Support, Gain new skills, self-confidence and emo-
tional support with Suncoast Hospice’s caregiver
programs.  Info at www.suncoasthospice.org/care-
givers
St. Petersburg General Hospital Community

Support Groups, Weekly support groups covering
different areas of concern including stroke, breast
cancer, sleep apnea and breast feeding. Visit
www.StPeteGeneral.com and select Classes &
Events under Patients & Visitors tab. 

Golf Tournaments
Jan. 30: The Tournament of the Rosette,

Inaugural golf tournament to help promote envi-
ronmental awareness, community engagement and
raise funds to support the efforts of our nonprofit,
grass roots organization.  Cypress Run private Golf
Club, Tarpon Springs.

Local Events, Activities & Announcements
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY & COUPONS

MISCELLANEOUS
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER!
Only $39.99/mo. Plus
$14.99/mo. Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE
HD-DVR. Call 800-438-8168
DRIVE WITH UBER. No experi-
ence is required, but you'll
need a Smartphone. It's fun
and easy. For more informa-
tion, call: 1-800-578-9366
FAST INTERNET! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15
mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price 1-
800-958-6917
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of
a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if
you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-370-4824!
SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles! Order the best exclusive
cable and satellite deals in
your area! If eligible, get up to
$300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-736-9957

SUPPORT our service mem-
bers, veterans and their fami-
lies in their time of need. For
more information, visit the
Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in
2-Year Price Guarantee
($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for
Three Months, No Cost! Call 1-
800-769-1035

SERVICES
A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-800-671-9104.
COMPUTER PROBLEMS -
viruses, lost data, hardware or
software issues? Contact
Geeks On Site! 24/7 Service.
Friendly Repair Experts. Macs
and PCs. Call for FREE diagno-
sis. 1-800-995-0869

I BUY RV’S $$$$ If You Would
Like A WHOLESALE Cash Offer
On Your 2005 Or Newer
Motorhome Call 817-899-6090
PRESCRIPTION MEDS Verified
Pharmacy Affiliate in Florida.
Up to 80% Less! (Viagra, Cialis,
Lipitor, Advair, Crestor, Cozaar,
Lantus, Harvoni) and Many
More! Prescription Required.
www.AffordableRxMeds.com
1-800-786-1237
PRIVATE ADOPTION Living/
Medical Expenses Paid. Select
& Meet a Loving Family to Care
for Your Child. Call 24/7
Attorney Charlotte Danciu. 1-
800-395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar #307084
RV-4-CASH-WANTED Cash on
the Spot!! ALL Motor-Homes,
Travel-Trailers, 5th-Wheels,
Pop-Ups, Camper, Conversion-
Vans! Any Condition accepted!
954-789-7530

FINANCIAL
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact
Bill Gordon & Associates at 1-
800-860-6175 to start your
application today!
HEALTH & BEAUTY

CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint
pain, arthritis? Recent
Medicare/health coverage
changes may benefit you!
Products are little to NO COST,
if qualified. FREE Shipping.
Accredited Pain Specialists.
CALL 1- 800-498-9321
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now! 1-
800-752-2108

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB
ALERT FOR SENIORS. Bathroom
falls can be fatal. Approved by
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic
Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-In.
Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors.
American Made. Installation
Included. Call 800-886-9771 for
$750 Off.

AUTOMOBILES
DOES YOUR AUTO CLUB
OFFER NO HASSLE SERVICE
AND REWARDS? Call
American Auto Club (ACA) &
Get $200 in ACA Rewards!
(new members only) Roadside
Assistance & Monthly
Rewards. Call 800-519-6058
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-800-902-
7815

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR
RV? Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane
Society. Call 1- 800-831-6309

EDUCATION
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM
Get your high school diploma.
Fully accredited. Call now 1-
800-590-9611. Visit our page
www.educatorsinc.org. Like us
on Facebook: https://www.face-
book.com

HELP WANTED
$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn
Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR
LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-
405-7619 Ext 320 www.easy-
work-greatpay.com
SURROGATE MOTHER NEED-
ED To Carry Our Baby!
Generous Compensation and
Expenses Paid. Call Attorney
Charlotte Danciu 1-800-395-
5449 www.adoption-surroga-
cy.com FL Bar #307084

  Florida Statewide Network Ads
For information on placing a network ad that will run throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers, 

contact the classified department at 727-631-4730, or via email at info@theislandreporter.com.

RESERVE A BUSINESS CARD OR CLASSIFIED SPACE TODAY! Email: info@theislandreporter.com
Classifieds:  25 words - $20/month or $50/3 months Black/White Business Card Ads: $60 or buy three get one free.

CLASSIFIED ADS
SERVICES

JOSEPH LIPINSKI, Attorney at Law, 
St. Petersburg, 727-643-8964. Family Law, Probate,
Consumer Bankruptcy and Employee Rights. Info
at joelipinskiattorney.com



Spreading Good Cheer
Members of the Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce

celebrated the holidays at Billy’s Stone Crab, Seafood &
More. Participants enjoyed the food and bid on prizes 

donated by members including a vacation to Omni Resorts
on Amelia Island, salon & spa packages and sunset cruises.

Photos by Bob Schlesinger.

TVBP Recognizes Members
Members and guests of the Tierra Verde Business
Association gathered at The Island Grille for their

holiday celebration. They used the occasion to recog-
nize outstanding members of the group. This year’s
recipients of awards included: Century 21 Coast to
Coast as Business of the Year (see page 23); Corrine

St. Jean was recognized for her role in founding 
Go Verde, a group in the Tierra Verde Women's Club
that has spent more than 1270 hours collecting near-
ly 4 tons of trash–the equivalent of a female

African Elephant! Captain Larry Thompson and
the Tierra Verde firefighters got the

Appreciation Award for their service to the
community. They also presented a $5,000 check
from their Octoberfest to George Stone with the

Miracle League to help the nonprofit get 
a new ball field.

Photos by 
Linda Steiner.
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A Holiday Meal for Heroes

Mid Peninsula Seafood Restaurant hosted a free holiday dinner for
veterans from homes bought, remodeled and furnished by Heaven

on Earth for Veterans (HOEV), a nonprofit that provides living
spaces for veterans who cannot afford to own or rent on their

own. The local Military Officers Wives Club purchased gifts for the
patriots and distributed them at the dinner. It was a first trip out

for HOEV founder Carol Barkalow, who
recently had a knee replacement.

Photos courtesy of HOEV.

Keeping Aquatic Life Safe
The 23rd Annual Fishing Line Cleanup, organized by Tampa Bay Watch
(TBW) and Audubon Florida and sponsored by Sea World Busch Gardens
Conservation Fund and Restore America’s Estuaries, was a great suc-

cess. Fifty-three volunteers cleaned 44 different
sites around Tampa Bay and along the Gulf of
Mexico shoreline. They removed an estimated
22,106 feet of fishing line and 225 hooks from
bird nesting islands and mangrove shorelines.
They rescued two peli-
cans, but found 52 birds
that had died entangled
in line. Proper disposal of
fishing line is imperative.

Photos courtesy of TBW.

Making
Masterpieces

Sculptors worked their magic
on the sands of Treasure Island

at the 8th Annual Sanding
Ovations Master Cup Sand
Sculpture Competition. All it
takes is several tons of sand,
plenty of water, and lots of

imagination to build a master-
piece – at least for the partici-

pating master sculptors.
Photos by Joe Martin.
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We need more inventory, and would love to add your property to our rental inventory to be featured on our web sites. Our team of professionals have been serving your community for over 25 years. CALL US TODAY!

LOTS OF LOTS! 
1) Twin lots! on 7th Ave

side by side, 
$249,000 each. 

Call Brent Travis, Realtor
727-902-5255. 

2) Large Park St. Lot. $375,000. 
3) Lakefront Lot, Oceanview Dr. $650,000.

4) Fabulous Greenland Preserve, 
1.3 Acre lot w/ covered boatslip, $1,100,000.
Call Randall Ierna, Broker/Realtor 727-647-0813

Large Sands Point Pool Home. 
Great Room, 3 B/R & 2 Ba 
2 CAR Gar & 2 Large Bonus

Rooms. $500,000. 
Call Randall Ierna, Realtor

727-647-0813

Century 21 Coast to Coast
150 Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

727-867-8633

~~~~ TIERRA VERDE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2016 ~~~~

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
2016 was a great year for
Real Estate. Home sales and
prices are on the rise in the
surrounding St Pete Beach

area, and I am getting homes SOLD. 
If you’re thinking of selling your beach or
luxury home call me today and let me
show you what I do to get homes SOLD.
Michael Sorah, Realtor- 727-692-6013
www.saintpetebeachhomes.com 
"Your Beach & Luxury Home Realtor:
Serving Pass-a-Grille Beach, St. Pete
Beach, Tierra Verde Island and 
surrounding Boca Ciega Bay.” 
“Wishing everyone a Prosperous New
Year!”

TREASURE ISLAND - Walk to the beach from this 3BR/3BA
townhouse with private elevator. $559,900/MLS

U7795606 Call Gabrielle Bettig, Realtor 727-385-9017

Over 4000 Sq Ft of Luxury, 
4 BR Townhouse on the GRAND CANAL.

Two Boat Slips! $1,300,000. 
Gaby Bettig, Realtor v727-385-9017 OR
Randy Ierna, Realtor 727-647-0813

Tierra Verde 3/2.5/1 car rarely 
available! $339,900. 

Gary Steinhauer, Broker Assoc.
727-642-4855

Sandbar Town Home on the 
East Canal  $499,000. Put your boat 
on the lift and life the life style! 
Gary Steinhauer Broker Assoc. 

727 642-4855

Bayway Isles gated community waterfront
oasis! 4/3/2 car garage on oversized lot
just listed by Blanka Prusova-White 

Call for private showings 727-480-6126
Our GLOBAL Division is looking for more
listings for our international clients!

2 at The Village!  1. 1 level, elevator $299,000 
2. Townhome 2/2 1/2 garage. Tennis, 

Heated Pool, Gated. $322,000 
Judy Bader, Broker/Realtor 727-698-3831


