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Local Libraries Keep Up With
the Times

Story and photos by Larry Lewis

“Do we still need
libraries?”
Some people might
ask that question in
today’s era of advancing
technology, global communication and increasing social media interaction. It may be valid for a
segment of taxpayers
who believe the corner
library has devolved into
a mere competitor of
Barnes & Noble or
Netflix, reduced to loaning DVDs and CDs; that
Patrons enjoy a reading area in the Gulfport Public Library.
Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy a book in the Library Garden.
they are outdated, failing
the public they serve and
myriad of ways their libraries invest in their
no longer an iconic reference source.
communities. And the evidence speaks for itself,
Chat with the heads of two libraries in southon an ever-widening basis; not just in activities
ern Pinellas County and you’ll feel quite the
but
demographics.
opposite is true.
“A lot of seniors are utilizing libraries, but we
Betcinda Kettells took over as administrator of
see
a mix of people. We get all age ranges here.
the St. Pete Beach Public Library in October. The
Weekly, we see children and adults getting library
Maine native has worked within the Pinellas
cards,”
says Kettles, shortly after her facility
Public Library Cooperative (PPLC) for 15 years.
opened
on a recent Monday morning with a
The non-profit office oversees the county’s 15
steady
stream
of patron traffic.
member library systems. In Gulfport, Dave
“This is typical,” she notes. “In December, our
Mather became that city’s library director in
average
was 300 patrons a day and this is a small
2012. He’s also Gulfport’s director of information
library.”
They have three librarians and six
technology and is currently Florida’s Librarian Of
staffers, compared to Gulfport’s 12 employees.
The Year.
LIBRARIES continued on page 13
Both directors passionately lobby for the

PHOTO
OF THE
MONTH
Photograph by: Heather Lepley, St. Pete Beach
Yes I did catch it ;)! It’s a 50 lb. amberjack!

Participants are allowed to submit one photo per month by the 10th of the month
for the next contest. Submit to: info@theislandreporter.com
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Candidates
Vie for Votes
By TIR Staff
Publisher’s Note: TIR reached out to the candidates
running for office for input to some basic questions for our
readers. Responses for South Pasadena and St. Pete Beach
follow. We plan to afford the same opportunity to candidates running for office in Madeira Beach and Treasure
Island for the March issue.

South Pasadena City
Commission
Voters pick up to two candidates.

Dan Calabria
1. Tell readers about
yourself.
I believe that commissioners should have some knowledge of city government. As a
resident homeowner since
1992, I was the founder of
South Pasadena Voters Watch
in 2000, a non-partisan citizen’s organization that focuses on city government
and what is best for all residents. In addition, I
served on two city charter review committees as
well as one term as mayor of the city.
2. What things do you intend to focus on if
elected?
We need to focus on assisting local businesses to
thrive and expand, and encourage new businesses
to locate in South Pasadena. That’s how Walmart
chose to locate in South Pasadena, which began
with an email I sent to them in 2010, followed up
by regular contact over the next three years.
3. Why should residents vote for you?
I am independent and not part of any clique or
those who consider the city commission as a social
group. Just last year we had three (3) members on
the commission who had never run for office or
received a single vote from any residents – they
were appointed to office because no one else
applied to run for the open seats. As a result, they
simply filled out a form and were appointed to
office. Based on the challenges we face as a small
city, we need to have informed, qualified residents
run for office so that citizens will have a choice of
the best qualified candidates to confront the challenges we face in the future.
Gigi Esposito
1. Tell readers about
yourself.
My husband George and I
moved to Bay Island in
South Pasadena in 2015. I
lived in Largo for over 40
years and retired from
Pinellas County Government
ELECTION continued on pages 10
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Local Events for Causes

By TIR Staff

February is full of events to help worthy local causes. More details are
available on page 21.
On Feb. 11, Pet Pal Animal Shelter hosts is annual Pub Crawl at five
participating establishments downtown.
Feb. 18 is the first ever Jazz & Gumbo Festival hosted by Volunteers of
America of Florida and The Rotary Clubs of The St. Petersburg and Gulf
Beaches Areas to benefit homeless veterans.
Homeless veterans will also benefit from the Wine Tasting at Vino
Simpatico to support Heaven On Earth for Veterans on Feb. 21.
And last but not least, animals of all types will benefit from Gulfport’s
Get Rescued on Feb. 25.
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From the Publisher
By Betsy Judge
I was going to include a fun fact for every day
of February (source www.theteacherscorner.net.) I
soon realized, I needed more room, so I had to
pick and chose. Hope you like it:
Feb. 1: First meeting of the Supreme Court. (1790)
Feb. 3: Vietnam War ended. (1973)
Feb. 4: Facebook was launched. (2004)
Feb. 5: Hank Aaron was born. (1934) We could
see the stadium and heard him break Babe Ruth’s
record on a 1974 trip to Florida.
Feb. 6: Babe Ruth was born. (1895) Did Hank
try extra hard on the 5th?
Feb. 9: Hershey’s Chocolate was founded. (1894)

Feb. 10: Ratification of the 25th Amendment.
(1967) Presidential Succession?
Feb. 12: First Barbie Dolls were sold. (1959)
Feb. 18: Planet Pluto discovered. (1930)
Undiscovered 2006.
Feb. 23: U.S. Flag raised on Iwo Jima. (1945). I
was honored to visit there in 1998 with the
Commandant of the Marine Corps and others.
Feb. 26: Levi Strauss was born. (1829) Love my
jeans!
Happy Groundhog, Valentines, President and
International Dog Biscuit Appreciation Days.
And Happy February.

Emails to the Editor
Recycling and Germs ( January 2017)
You outdid yourself this month! I thought the article by Larry Lewis, “The Wonders of Recycling,” was
very well written and did a great job of explaining the
process. I learned so much. And how nice they take
the time to teach school children about -- yes -- the
‘wonders’ and benefits of recycling! Then I read “A few
Germs is a Good Thing” by Carol Hollenbeck -- world
class information! She should send that to the WSJ.
She should have titled it, “A Few Good Germs.”
We are residents of Pinellas County and so proud
of this area – your paper is one of the reasons why.
Donna Warren
St. Pete Beach

In Case You Missed It ( January 2017)
Doug Mason, thanks for your informative articles.
Regarding the Post Card Inn’s proposal for new parking/convention center, I do not understand. How
can we add any structure until we solve the infrastructure problems ranging from traffic to sewage? I
know it is hard for politicians, but we must focus on
upgrading quality of existing assets before talking
about assets that add more people. Thanks again!
Ed Cockman
St. Pete Beach

Notable Achievements ( January 2017)
Betsy,
Thanks so much for the article on my mother-inlaw, Jackie Yost. Jackie was humbled and thrilled
with your article as was our whole family. On behalf
of Jackie and our entire family, many thanks.
Steve Edwards
Treasure Island
Betsy,
I am a full time resident on Isla Del Sol, less than
2 miles from the Don Cesar. I, along with many others, was very unhappy with the elimination of the
annual beach pass for Pass-A-Grille and St Pete
Beach. I live here full time and enjoyed going to the
beach, even just for a walk or shopping. It appears
those in power do not want the local people going
there. We want to let the city leadership know we
would like them to reconsider this decision.
Lynn Briggs
St. Petersburg

We want to hear from you. If something you
read inspires you, or you have a concern of a general nature e-mail info@theislandreporter.com.
Letters may be edited for propriety and length.
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The Ins and Outs of
Craft Brewing!
By The Old Professor
Things change, but they stay the same.
As a young Minnesota prof I learned
Minnesota culture: Elmo Lunkley and The Band,
Ole and Lena jokes, booya dinners, fishing
through the ice, and shoveling snow at 10 below.
I also discovered that small towns in Minnesota
and Wisconsin housed small breweries. The variety
was fun. But over the decades they were snapped
up by major brewing companies. Heilman became
Strohs and then Pabst. Pabst has absorbed most
other Wisconsin beers and is now based in
California. Linenkugel’s lives as part of the Miller
empire. Cold Spring now brews proprietary suds.
The same thing happened in Cincinnati,
Cleveland, and Pittsburgh. A Christmas special,
Old Frothingslosh, the Pale Stale Ale with the
foam on the bottom and plus-size lass, Fatima
Yechburg, in a one piece swimming suit on the
label, is no longer with us. They even had a TV
commercial where the foam went to the bottom
as the bottle was poured.
Enter the craft beer fad. I counted 17 local St.
Pete craft breweries on Yelp. Florida had 151
craft breweries in 2016, and we’re not one of the
leading states. The number of brands has skyrocketed. I counted 16 taps in one spot I frequent with lots more in cans and bottles. A
downtown sports bar has 40 taps. Its manager
told me of his former joint with a $3 million
chilling system and 140 beers on tap. The choices must be boggling. How long must it take to
sample the lot? And how do you get home?

Each of the brands has a name. From where
do they come? From the owner’s mother-in-law
who loaned the start up capital? From a beer
nomenclature division in an ad agency? The
same team that thinks up names for new autos
and drugs? Must be crafty folks.
Beer aficionados now sound like wine snobs.
“Have you tried Unwashed Socks Pilsner? It blends
a hint of boysenberry with an undertone of rosemary and yak sweat.” The ingredients become subject for debate. “Four-in-Hand Not” is made with
hops grown upside down between alternating rows
of alfalfa on the shady side of an enchanted mountain in inner Bohemia, not the ordinary uninverted California variety.” It used to be just the water
that distinguished one beer from another.
A beer drinker consumes more volume. A
wine glass is 4-6 ounces. A cocktail, the same. But
a beer mug holds a pint, not to mention the
64 oz. growlers now sold legally. The result is an
increase in total beverage intake volume. And
what goes in must come out. Is it any wonder that
our sewage systems have overflowed? It’s not the
wine savorers nor the martini sippers who are
responsible. It’s the beer swillers eager to empty
their growlers in one sitting. Can there be any
hope for solving the sewer capacity problem
when so much beer is guzzled?
You say you are a concerned citizen. You want
to help. Pour a brew, grab some pretzels, and
ponder. Kriseman needs your ideas. Bottoms up.
Crafted by David H. Smith, Ph.D. retired
professor, while sampling some suds.

www.TheIslandReporter.com
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In Case You Missed It

Local Government Update
By Doug Mason
St. Pete Beach

Treasure Island

Plans are underway to bring the roar of powerboat racing back to St. Pete Beach.
City Recreation Director Jennifer McMahon
told city commissioners Jan. 10 that the city has
been approached by Powerboat P1 USA about
staging a race June 16-18.
The event would involve about 12 P1
Superstock offshore boats and about 60 AquaX
personal watercraft competitors.
The Superstocks would use the St. Petersburg
Yacht Club in Pass-A-Grille as a launch point and
the AquaX class would launch from the beach.
Both classes would race on a 2.4-mile oval course
off the beach. Spectators would be able to watch
the races from the beach and in boats offshore.
Race officials would have eight water safety
and course marshals on the water with additional medical boats and ambulances on standby,
McMahon said.
The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, U.S.
Coast Guard and St. Pete Beach Fire Department
have all been involved in discussions for the
event.
Discussions are also under way for the
TradeWinds Island Resorts to serve as race headquarters for the drivers, crews and race officials.
Powerboat P1 USA staged nine races in 2016,
including an event in Sarasota in early July. P1
boats also race each year off Clearwater Beach in
October.
On another front, City Manager Wayne
Saunders said the first phase of the Pass-A-Grille
Way reconstruction project is expected to be
complete in May. The second phase, which will
extend from 19th Avenue south to the end of the
island, is expected to begin sometime in the
spring and be complete by August 2018.
In addition to the new roadway, the
$13.9 million project includes new sewer and
water irrigation systems, a redesigned stormwater
runoff system, new sidewalks and gutters, and
292 new Washingtonia palm trees.

Treasure Island city commissioners are considering an increase in the public service tax on natural gas, LP gas and fuel oil.
A final public hearing on the proposal is set
for Feb. 7. If the ordinance passes, the tax on gas
would increase for city residents from 6 to 10 percent. The tax on fuel oil would go up from
2.4¢ to 4¢ per gallon.
The city currently collects between $15,000
and $16,000 per year in gas tax revenue. It is estimated the city would get an additional $10,000
with the increase.
Florida statutes allow cities to levy up to a
10 percent public service tax on the purchase of
electricity, water, metered natural gas and liquefied petroleum gas, as well as up to a 4¢ tax per
gallon on fuel oil. The city increased its electricity and water tax to 10 percent in 2009.
If approved, the new tax rates would go into
effect July 1.
The commission is also considering using
$173,598 in Penny For Pinellas funds to enter
into a contract with CALE America Inc., to purchase 17 parking pay stations, 38 meters and the
associated software.
The city is also increasing its number of parking spaces from 334 to 410 by converting five
current unmetered lots to metered lots. Those
sites are gravel lots on 99th Avenue, 103rd
Avenue and 124th Avenue, existing parking
spaces on the north side of 106th Avenue, and
the city hall parking lot.
Based on the city’s $2 hourly rate, the new
spaces are estimated to produce a minimum of
$23,700 annually in additional revenue. The city
collected $467,000 in metered parking fees last
year.
The new pay stations will be the same as those
used in Madeira Beach and St. Pete Beach, which
allow for payment by credit card and an available
cell phone app.

www.theislandreporter.com
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SPB Teams with Museum for
Annual Celebration By Sally Yoder
Photos courtesy of the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum

dogs, and several other food wagIt’s a first for St. Pete Beach;
ons will also be on board.
the city in joining with the Gulf
Beaches Historical Museum for
The highlight of this year’s fesits 17th Annual Island Festival
tival will be a raffle. Merchandise
on Saturday, Mar. 4 in celebradonated by local businesses will
tion of the city’s 60th anniverbe given away every 20 minutes
sary and the 100th anniversary
throughout the day. Another new
of the museum building.
addition will be a beer wagon and
face painting. Several other organThe event began in 2000
izations will join the vendors
when The Friends of Gulf
including Veterans of South
Beaches Historical Museum,
Festival goers enjoy some food
Pinellas County, Egmont Key
Suntan Art Center, St. Beach
and drinks at a previous Island
Alliance and Eckerd College,
Library and the Island
Festival. This year they can
sample some suds at the beer
adding a real community flavor.
Community Theater got togethwagon. There will also be raffles
er to help bring awareness to the
The building that houses the
every 20 minutes for locally
community and their organizamuseum
was built in 1917 as the
donated merchandise.
tions with Island Festival. It
first church on the barrier islands
became a huge success and has
and quickly became a central part
been held on the 1st Saturday in
of Pass-a-Grille (PAG). As church
March ever since. Over time the
membership grew the little buildgroups changed leaving the
ing added barracks left from
museum to continue Island
a WWII era military camp on
Festival alone.
the tip of PAG. But with the big
boom of new residents in the
The city leadership asked to
1950s the congregation outgrew
join the event in co-sponsorship
the building and built the new
as part their year-long, 60th
St. Pete Beach’s finest take a break
anniversary celebration. The from cooking to pose for a photo. In church on 16th Avenue.
friends welcomed this combina- addition to their breakfast sandwichLocal resident and preservation for the event which, with es, burgers and hotdogs, other food tionist Mrs. Joan Haley, who
vendors will be participating.
more volunteers and city
had relocated from Washington,
employees, has grown by leaps
D.C. to PAG, could not stand to
and bounds!
see the historic structure demolished, so she
bought it and moved in making it her home for
For 2017, the MG group is returning with their
the next 30 years. In 1989 she died and willed the
European Car Show. There will be historic walks,
property to Pinellas County to be used as a musevendors and live entertainment on the “stage in the
um to preserve the islands heritage. Opening to
park.” The St. Pete Beach Fire Fighters will be there
the public in 1993, it will celebrate its 25th
with their famous breakfast sandwiches, burgers and
anniversary as a museum in 2018.
The event is from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. and free, so
come enjoy good food, beer and music. Buy some
raffle tickets, look at vintage cars, see what wonderful goodies the many diversified vendors have to
offer, and go into the museum to see and learn area
history and visit the gift shop.
Come show your appreciation to the city and
help the museum in its mission to collect, preserve
British car enthusiasts share their passion and their
and exhibit the islands heritage in one of the oldest
prized possessions at the annual Island Festival.
buildings around.
The 2017 event is Mar. 4 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1.b 2.a 3.c 4.a 5.b 6.c 7.c 8.b 9.a 10.c
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Pride & Joy

A Heart For The
Homeless
By Jackie Minniti
know the people we’re working
Alexia Perry has a special
with and refer to them as our
place in her heart for the
guests,” Alexia says. Her hope is
homeless.
that her guests will see this as
“I moved out when I was 16
the beginning of their transition
and couch-hopped for a while,
out of homelessness. To that
so I know what it’s like to not
end, Trusting the Process
have a place to call your own,”
Florida also helps provide access
she says. “I always wanted to
to food pantries, transportation,
do something to help the
shelters, job interviews and
homeless, so I acted on it in
résumé building.
small ways. But I never gave it
Besides providing tangible
my all.” So this 22-year-old
help for the homeless, Alexia
senior at the University of
hopes to change the public’s
South Florida set out to do
perception of the homeless
something bigger.
community. “We don’t want
It all started with a converpeople to associate alcohol and
sation about haircuts. “I have a
with the homeless,” she
drugs
friend who’s a hairdresser, and
says. “Many are people who had
we were talking about giving
jobs before or who have jobs
haircuts to the homeless,” she
but can’t afford the down payrecalls. “We went to St.
ment
to rent. They have families
Vincent de Paul (Shelter) and
and at one time could have
asked if they were interested,
been your neighbors. There is
and they said yes.” In fact, they
Alexia Perry looks down
so
much more to the homeless
knew of a woman who was
at a board that poses the
community
than those people
scheduled for a job interview,
question, “What is one thing
you would miss if you became
you see panhandling on the
so Alexia and her friend decidhomeless today?” The
side of the street.”
ed to give her a complete
22-year-old, USF senior started
Since Alexia’s friend has
makeover.
When
Alexia
Trusting the Process Florida
moved to Orlando and is startlearned that the woman had
to help homeless people
transition out of their situation.
ing a group there, Alexia is hopbeen hired, she knew that this
ing that a local salon will be
was what she’d been called to
willing to step up and fill the gap. She is also
do. “The homeless let hygiene and their looks
seeking donations of gently-used business/progo, so they start to feel like they look,” Alexia
fessional clothing, suits, shoes, socks, new
says. “A new look makes them feel good about
underwear, hygiene products, make-up, gift
themselves again.”
cards, and cash to help purchase meals, bus
This was the beginning of Trusting the
passes, and items for care packages. Most of all,
Process Florida, a fledgling program Alexia creatshe’s looking for caring individuals who want to
ed to partner with other organizations that work
make a difference.
with the homeless community. “We’re referred
“When people volunteer, it changes their
to as the middle man,” she explains. “We help
hearts and minds,” she says. “Watching their attithese organizations where they need it most.” In
tudes change from a chore to absolute joy is
addition, Alexia provides what she refers to as
unforgettable. Try it once, and it will make an
“The Transformation Process.” This includes
impact on your life forever.”
access to showers and licensed professionals who
cut and style hair, do make-up and help with
For more information or to donate, search for
wardrobe. “During this process, we like to get to
trustingtheprocessfl on Facebook.

www.theislandreporter.com
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ELECTION continued from front page

in 2003 after a 30 year career. I served on multiple City of Largo advisory boards from 1978 to
2006, before running for Largo City Commission
in 2006, and served as city commissioner from
2006 – 2012. As a citizen, I returned to the city’s
Finance Advisory Board from 2012 – 2015.
2. What things do you intend to focus on if
elected?
Adequate police and fire protection; encouraging new businesses to South Pasadena to fill
vacant storefronts; providing outstanding services
to our residents and business-friendly service to
those coming into our city to do work, is my
immediate focus. Our city commission will need
to continue to fund for future major construction
projects, such as a new fire station. Passage of the
next Penny for Pinellas vote in November 2017
will be crucial to our ability to fund many projects.
3. Why should residents vote for you?
I bring over 30 years of experience to the City
of South Pasadena, as a concerned citizen, a
Pinellas County employee and a City of Largo
commissioner. This experience allows me to get
right to work in all areas of the city and continue
to make South Pasadena a great place to live,
work and play!

David Magenheimer
1. Tell readers about
yourself.
My name is David
Magenheimer and I am
honored to be a candidate
for city commissioner in
the upcoming March election. South Pasadena voters have my commitment
to represent their best interests and bring fresh ideas to the commission.
I was raised in the City of South Pasadena and
I love our city. This is one of the best places to
live anywhere, and my wife Patti and I are so privileged to be able to raise our three children here.
I have a business degree from the University of
Florida and over 20 years of professional experience in the insurance industry. My specific
expertise is in auditing-related work, and I am a
very detail-oriented person. I know how and
when to “peel back the onion” and ask tough
questions needed to discover new opportunities
and solve problems. I also believe that “if it isn’t

broken, don’t fix it.” The city is certainly not broken, but there are always opportunities to
improve.
2. What things do you intend to focus on if
elected?
I would like to see how we can revitalize the
business activity within our city limits so that we
don’t have to drive past run-down, empty buildings. Overall, our city is a very safe and affordable place to live, and we have incredible beauty
all around us. I want to make sure that it stays
that way!
3. Why should residents vote for you?
I don’t pretend to have all the answers, but
solutions are often found when one asks, listens
and has the will to take action. Your vote will be
truly appreciated!

St. Pete Beach Mayor
Voters pick one candidate. Registered voters in
District 3 (Precinct No. 403) will vote at the
Warren Webster Community Center for the election.

John-michael Fleig
1. Tell readers about
yourself.
I came to SPB in 2004
for vacation, fell in love
and just never left. I've
been self employed most of
my life. When I came to
Florida I was in commercial
property management; I
am currently the cofounder of a small motel on SPB.
2. What things do you intend to focus on
if elected?
Majority of citizens complain the commission
is a crony buddy system stuck in the mud body;
too many times changes the rules on people,
plays favoritism, and now doesn't even follow its
own election rules. Infrastructure obviously plays
into what I said, no focus and nothing worthwhile being done to sustain the town. We should
move towards a full time commission deleting
many of the volunteer sub boards bringing all
issues to the commission directly, making the
commission more streamline and accountable to
the public. I will openly fight the county over the
bedroom tax monies.
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I will fight for cleaner water. Fluoride, prescriptions and etc. are pollutants remaining in drinking
water causing health problems for both humans
and pets. I will work with various levels of government to have the end of Corey Avenue made into
a public boat ramp.
3. Why should residents vote for you?
I aim to earn votes not win them, as we are
applying for a job. I am not trying to be validated, or noticed, or pump up a false resume, nor am
I trying to use the post to build towards another
that pays more. I will best represent residents with
balanced consensus.

Al Johnson
1. Tell readers about
yourself.
I have lived in Florida
for 37 years and made St.
Pete Beach my home more
than 18 years ago. I am a
father of two, a widower, a
former member of the
Army Reserves and an avid
runner and cyclist. I have
served on the city’s Finance & Budget Review
Committee, the city’s Recreation Advisory
Committee, and the Captiva Cay Homeowners
Association. I am co-founder and current director of the SPB Classic event. I grew up in
Massachusetts where I received my Bachelors of
Science in Engineering. I hold a professional engineering license in both Florida and New York.
During my 35 year career with General Electric, I
worked as a design engineer, project manager,
international and service & construction salesman, contractor negotiator and manager.
2. What things do you intend to focus on
if elected?
My focus will be on repairing and investing in
our infrastructure and roads, managing the budget, keeping taxes low and increasing communication and transparency with residents. Most importantly, I want to protect our beach community
charm and character. I will work to unite our residents in the effort to move the city forward without changing our character, ignoring our heritage
or damaging our tourist industry.
3. Why should residents vote for you?
I love our St. Pete Beach community and
charm. As mayor, I will work every day to protect

our quality of life and ensure our residents have
a voice they can trust. I have the education as
well as the professional and community experience needed to handle our city’s immediate and
future opportunities.

Deborah Schechner
1. Tell readers about
yourself.
I’m married to Steven
for 43 years have two sons
and three wonderful grandchildren and graduated college with a BA in education. I’ve managed a small,
50 employee family business and served on the
Pinellas task force to
address sewer repairs and
replacement of pipes. I’m a board member on
the Beach Community Mayors as well the
Pinellas County Council of Mayors. I’ve also
served on our city budget and finance board and
two terms on the county MPO advisory board
for transportation. Finally, I’ve volunteered in
after school children’s programs, serving as a
mentor for 17 years.
2. What things do you intend to focus on
if elected?
I intend to continue open communications
between all residents, businesses and hotels. I will
solve challenges with transparency, information
and trust and continue monthly meetings with
hoteliers and residents. I’ll focus on infrastructure and fixing our sewer system and storm water
systems! As mayor I’ll fight for our fair share of
sales tax, bed tax, grant funding and other state,
federal and private partnering sources.
3. Why should residents vote for you?
No one will fight harder for our city and our
quality of life then I will as our next Mayor. I’m
currently working with our state legislators to
help our city receive state dollars to repair our
aging and failing sewer system. Recently, after
years of difficulties between the Post Card Inn
and Silver Sands Condo residents, an agreement
was reached to build a parking garage. If citizens
want a mayor who will solve problems, bring
people together and fight for our city, then they
should vote for me, Deborah Schechner for
mayor.
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The Good Old Days (Part 2)
Home
Marine
Liability
Dental

Flood
Auto
Umbrella
Commercial
Workers Comp
Health
Disability Long Term Care

“I have more than 30
years experience in the
insurance industry. Our
staff is committed to
delivering world-class
service, exceptional
insurance products, and
competitive premiums
to our clients.”

Tom Torgersen,
President

727-577-7222
4615 Gulf Blvd., Suite 104, St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
tom@aiainsurancecorp.com • www.aiainsurancecorp.com
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By Sabrina O’Donnell
Publisher’s Note. If you missed Part 1, you can read
it in the January issue at www.theislandreporter.com.
Barb led me through her house into her
room.
“A whole bunch of us are heading to the
beach today. Do you live near here? We’ll stop
by so you can grab a bathing suit.”
“Well uh,” I stuttered; the truth would make
me sound crazy, and I wasn’t sure what I would
say even if I wanted to tell.
“Actually, here!” Barb tossed a bathing suit to
me. “This would look great on you. You can
change in there.” She pointed to a bathroom at
the end of the hall.
I closed the bathroom door behind me and
stared at my reflection. Rubbing my eyes, I told
myself, it’s okay, you’re dreaming.
I changed into Barb’s electric blue one piece
and chuckled. Looks like it came straight out of
the fifties.
A newspaper was resting on the side of the
bath tub and the headline caught my attention.
What Will Elvis Do Next?
I grabbed the paper and stared down at the
date. Wednesday, January 1, 1958.
Fighting a spinning feeling, I pulled my
clothes back on over Barb’s bathing suit and
walked out.
Barb’s car was a mint green Chevrolet Impala
she called Trixie. We picked up three of her
friends: Karen, Diane and Samantha. After we
arrived at the beach, we found the rest of Barb’s
friends and Samantha grabbed me a soda.
I couldn’t stop looking at her; in fact, all
three of Barb’s friends looked strangely familiar.
I kicked off my clothes, revealing Barb’s suit
(it was growing on me). When I set my shorts
down, my grandmother’s old Polaroid from last
night fell out of the pocket. In studying the picture again, my eyes widened.
Karen. Diane. Samantha. They were the girls
from the picture. I stared at my grandmother,
wearing an electric blue one piece bathing suit.
Barb.

The whole day went by in a blur of dancing,
laughing, and relaxing in the sun. When everyone
started heading home, Barb insisted I stay over at
her house. Failing to see any better alternative, I
agreed.
Back at Barb’s she told me all about her
friends, her school, and all the things she wanted
to do before she moved out of town.
“I feel like I’ve known you for a million years,”
she told me. “Here, I want to give you something.”
She clipped a golden locket around my neck.
“I wear one just like it,” she revealed an identical locket hanging around her neck.
“Now wherever you are,” she told me with a
big smile. “We can match.”
I opened my eyes and winced at the ache in
my head. I sat up slowly, peering around my
room. I exhaled deeply, unsure if it was a sigh of
relief or disappointment.
I hobbled out of my room to find my grandmother sipping coffee at the kitchen table and my
father frying eggs.
“You sleep in those clothes?” He asked me,
drawing my attention to the fact that I was wearing the same outfit from last night.
“I must’ve crashed,” I plopped down at the
table with my grandma. “I had the strangest
dream.”
“Did you?” Her words were casual, as if she
already knew. “I hope you didn’t forget your resolution.”
“It’s funny you mention tha-“
“By the way,” my grandmother cut in. “That is
a lovely locket you have on. I wear one just like
it.” She held up a locket–just like the one Barb
wore. I slowly glanced down. Just like the matching one Barb gave me… I couldn’t help but gasp
in finding the matching locket hanging around
my neck. My head flew back up.
“I…”
I froze in seeing my grandmother’s huge smile.
“Happy New Year sweety,” she told me and,
with a wink, walked away.
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intermediary to lawyer referrals and legal services
for the poor. We make referrals to specific local
homeless shelters.”
Clearly, the mission of libraries as reference
sources hasn’t diminished in the 21st century.
Kettells explains, “That’s still what they’re used
for. A lot of info isn’t available on Google; it’s
stuck behind a paywall, and people need a lot of
money to get to that information. The PPLC also
pays for databases that people can’t afford to buy
on their own.“
She expands, “We still have reference
materials that Barnes & Noble doesn’t
carry. Libraries have never been in competition with bookstores. There’s room for
everybody. B&N is all well and good to
people who have a vehicle and can drive,
but stores are disappearing. Not everybody
has easy transportation means or the
money to spend. Pleasure reading and
watching are luxuries not everybody can
afford without a public library system.”
“Libraries are in the information business,” she continues, “and it doesn’t matter
if you need to know why possums are tearing up your lawn or how to run your
device. We are here to help you.”
Library Director Dave Mather with staffers at the
Both directors wish that teens would
Gulfport Public Library. He was selected as the
better utilize their cities’ library assets.
Librarian of the Year for the state in 2016. They strive to
Mather says, “Children use the library a lot
“help people enrich their experiences, expand their cultural
but then stop, until they have their own
horizons; improve their literacy; and improve
themselves…” according to their mission statement.
kids. Then, they’re back.” Adds Kettells,
“We don’t have a high school in St. Pete
Beach, so we don’t have a lot of teens comEach Pinellas library has purchasing power for
ing through.”
computers and other technological gear. “We can
The reach of libraries extends beyond normal
serve our constituents on an individual basis,” says
perceptions. Kettells reminds, “When people look
Kettells. “We have 10 patron PC’s and printers for
at communities to move into, there are certain
the public and no library card is needed.
things they look for. Green space, bike paths and
Downloadables…books, magazines, videos and
infrastructures responsive to their needs. And a
e-books–we are becoming more connected as a
library is always in that category.”
society and that is true with libraries. To stay relePrograms have been so successful, in fact, that
vant we need to meet our patrons at their (electhere are growing pains. Gulfport’s building was
tronic) point of need.”
expanded in 2015, paid by a combination of
With OverDrive and other tax-funded services,
grants and fundraisers. Of its annual $600,000
a person can download an e-book for two weeks
budget, $138,000 came from the county. In SPB,
from home. Want to learn any of over 70 lana planned expansion is on hold, while infrastrucguages? Pronunciator is a free library app that can
ture improvements are in process.
teach you everything from Afrikaans to Xhoto.
From the Greatest Generation to Millennials
Use of traditional books remains strong, as
and children, today’s local libraries are vital,
well. In Gulfport alone, circulation of physical
dynamic learning centers. Asked what most satismaterials for 2015 totaled 110,000 versus 88,000
fies her about her new position, Kettells notes,
in 2012. “Some of our patrons just want that
“We are a service industry. We help people all day
book,” Mather says. Adds Kettells, “We saw a peak
long. That’s what I’m most proud of, and we do it
in e-book use and it seems to be waning. It’s
well…consistently and without regard to income
cyclic.”
or status, age, race, gender or religion. We serve all
Both libraries host extensive free activities of all
ages and needs.”
stripes, re-imaging their buildings as full-fledged
And, as Mather puts it, “No matter how busy I
community centers. Writers’ workshops, a French
get, I still can’t believe they pay me for this. It’s
club, Mother Goose story hours, astronomy gathfun!”
erings, book chats, free tax prep
help, pet therapy reading programs, movie events, technology
help, and authors’ presentations.
Noted local writer Tim Dorsey celebrated his birthday last month
with a talk at the SPB library which
will soon be completing its first
Academic Success Program,
designed to teach high schoolers to
“learn how to learn.” Gulfport’s
eclectic nature sustains an LGBTQ
Resource Center at the library,
with strong patron support.
Mather speaks often of the
“Digital Divide,” a knowledge gap.
“It’s not so much an age split;
more of a knowledge division. The
young may not know how to create a job resume or even use Word. St. Pete Beach Librarian Betcinda Kettells (inset photo) says she is most
We’ll help them learn how to dress proud of her role helping people regardless of income, status, age, race,
gender or religion. They averaged 300 patrons a day in December.
for an interview. We can be an
There are also lots of volunteers in each facility.
“Last year, we logged 22,000 patron sessions on
our public computers,” says Mather. A 2016
Pew Research study noted that 90 percent of
Americans ages 16 and older say that the closing
of their local public library would have an impact
on their community. Kettells and Mather are
determined to keep the life blood flowing, using
an expanding diversity of programs, outreach and
equipment as the keys.

ADVERTISE IN TIR!
CALL 727-631-4730 TODAY!
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Beverage Beat

Live… Love…
Liqueur!
By Ellen L. Capitosti
Happy Valentine’s Day to you and those special to you! In keeping with that theme, as the old
quote - spoken by a wise woman - goes, “a liqueur
by any other name would taste as sweet.” Ok,
maybe it isn’t an old quote, but chances are it was
spoken by a wise woman! So what denotes a
liqueur? Is it just liquor’s sweet or creamy little
cousin? Long neglected and relegated to the dark
hinterlands of the liquor cabinet, liqueur is making waves these days.
A liqueur is an alcoholic beverage with a base
of a distilled spirit which is then flavored with
herbs, spice, cream, fruit, flowers, nuts, or additional sugar. It can also be tied to a region, such
as Aquavit; a neutral spirit, flavored with caraway
and various herbs, such as dill, and botanicals
from Scandinavia. It is typically synonymous
with their celebrations; be it “skoaling" to a lovely midsummer meal of gravlax, or downing warming shots while enjoying the delicacies of the
Julbord at Christmas.
Other well-known types of liqueur are flavored
with cream. After all, who hasn’t heard of Bailey’s
Irish Cream or Kahlúa? Bailey’s has a base of aged
Irish Whiskey and is flavored with Irish cream,
while Kahlúa has a coffee base. Both are delicious
and rich, often sipped on the rocks as an after dinner drink – a dessert in itself. However, there are
new cream-based liqueurs that stretch the horizons a bit farther. One such liqueur is Amarula,
an African liqueur made from the fruit of the
Marula plant. The fruit is inside a thick skin and
contains eight times the vitamin C of an orange.
One delicious way to use these cream-based
liqueurs is simply over ice cream - decadent
creaminess at its finest!
Most liqueurs are used in concocting cocktails.
Popular liqueurs used in cocktails is triple sec – a
staple of any bar. If you’ve ever wondered what
the “triple” in name stands for, it is the triple distilling of the liqueur made from the peels of sweet
and sour oranges. Grand Marnier and Cointreau
are two popular brands of triple sec. Triple sec is
used in many popular drinks such as margaritas,
Long Island iced teas, and cosmopolitans.
Surprise your valentine with the perfectly pink
classic cosmo for a refreshing cocktail to kick off
your festivities!
Valentine Cosmopolitan
- 1-1/2 parts of vodka
- 1/3 part lime juice
- 1/2 part triple sec
- 2/3 part cranberry juice
- Twist of orange
Fill shaker with ice, shake until icy, and strain
into a martini glass. Twist the orange to release
essential oils and place on top of your handcrafted Valentine Cosmo!
Ellen Capitosti is the owner of Tostis Spirits
and Fine Wines

Florida Author

Blowing The Whistle

By Jackie Minniti

the uranium. Later, the whistleSometimes something occurs in a
blower visited her at her home and
person’s past that continues to haunt
filled in some of the blanks. “I told
them long after it happens. For Ruth J.
him I’d decided to write a book, so
Anderson, it involved 200 pounds of
he gave me lots of information,”
uranium that went missing from a
she says.
Pennsylvania nuclear power plant in the
1970s. What Anderson describes as “a
While Anderson never formally
cover-up of epic proportions” would
studied writing, she’d spent a good
eventually inspire her to try her hand at
part of her career writing reports and
novel writing.
newsletters. She began working on
the manuscript and finished about
Anderson was born and raised in
half before life took her in a differGeorgetown, Maryland. After studying
ent direction. In 1978, she retired
business at the University of Maryland,
she began working for the government. More than 20 years ago, and moved to Florida where she
She served under several cabinet-level Ruth Anderson began met a man who would soon become
officials and eventually as editorial assis- writing a tale of an epic her husband. Busy with her new life,
cover-up at the Atomic
tant and research specialist for the Energy Commission she she put the book aside. “It was hard
to stick with it because I had so
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC).
learned about while
working
there.
A
move
many other interests,” she says. And
During her 25-year career, she was also
and marriage put the
while the manuscript remained dorpresident of Federally Employed, Inc.,
manuscript on the back
an organization that represented over burner until her husband mant for 20 years, the whistleblow750,000 federal employees, and she was died. “Whistle Blower er’s story was never quite forgotten.
the first woman to be honored with the and Double Agents” was
After her husband died,
Silver Medal for Meritorious Service by finally published in 2015. Anderson decided it was time to
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
complete the book. “The NRC and
the Department of Energy held
Late in 1970, Anderson was contacthearings where there was a lot of
ed by a whistleblower with shocking
lying and cover-up at the expense of
information about the disappearance of
the brave and maligned nuclear scia large amount of uranium. “I met him
entist who blew the whistle on the
in the hallway one day when the agency
case,” she explains. “I wanted to
was giving him a hard time,” she recalls.
finish out of respect to him.” In
“He found that it was easy to pass this
2015, “Whistleblower and Double
stuff on to other countries because it
Agents” was finally published.
was being kept in plants that weren’t
According to Anderson, the book is
strictly secured. He was one of the top
political as well as factual. “Even
scientists in the agency, and he wanted
though it’s a novel, it’s about 60
something done about it. I told him he
percent factual,” she says, “and I
was doing the right thing.”
have the facts to back up everything.”
After a story about the missing uranium
Anderson has finally concluded a chapter of
appeared in the Washington Post, Anderson
her life that haunted her for over 35 years. She
decided to write a book about it. “I had security
hopes readers will enjoy getting an inside look at
clearance from the AEC, and I knew how the FBI
the FBI and CIA and come away thinking,” This
and the CIA operated,” she says. “I even dated a
might really happen again.”
couple of them.” She used the Freedom of
Information Act to acquire many of the downFor more information, go to www.whistleblowgraded top-secret FBI documents. These helped
erspy.com.
her develop a theory about what had happened to
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Happy and History Entice at Museum

By Betsy Judge

achieve immortality, and they also believed living
“It is best explained by taking an old fashioned
The room was packed; a full bar graced one corcommunally would give them more time for leisure.”
globe, cutting it in half, taking the map of the
ner and a spread of food another. There was a buzz
world off the outside and putting it inside. We
of excitement in the air as people anticipated the start
Oh yes, and they believed that the world was
stand on the outer crust of the world and when
of…the 2017 Happy Hour with the Historian Series.
actually inside out. That people live on the inside
you close it, there is nothing outside,” she says
and the sky is at the center. Called Cellular
And happy it was–just as Rui Farias and Nevin
adding, “You look very skeptical.” More laughter.
Cosmogony, it was Teed's hollow earth theory.
Sitler envisioned it to be when Nevin came up
She says the concept fit in with their belief that
They even created a contraption called the “rectiwith the idea more than six years ago.
God would not create a universe that humans could
lineator,” a tool designed to conduct a geodetic
“I pitched this idea to the board because often
not understand. “It was kind of sweet,” she adds
survey of the earth to prove the notion.
times people hear two words: history and museum,
reminding people that this was an
and they start snoring,” says Sitler.
era when science was starting to
As director of education and outchallenge common perceptions.
reach, he is the only full time
“Teed was able to attract peoemployee at the St. Petersburg
ple with this promise that he had
Museum of History. When he
all the answers, he was going to
sold the idea, Farias, a board
save humanity, he was going to
member, had just joined the eduallow them to live forever, and
cation committee. Today the fullhe could prove it.”
time high school history teacher
and soccer coach is also the muse“There are people who still
um’s executive director who,
today believe in the hollow earth
More than 175 people packed the Flight One Gallery at the St. Petersburg Museum of History for
according to Sitler, spends about the
theory, and I believe we’ve heard
first Happy Hour with the Historian in January. Speaker Lyn Millner entertained the audience
60 hours a week there. “Sleep is
from every one of them, and I am
with her account of Cyrus Teed, the profit for a Koreshan cult group in southwestern Florida.
for the weak,” says Farias smiling. TIR staff photo.
friends with one of them on
Facebook,” she says as people laugh.
Their goal is to present bits
of Florida history in an environment that is
After questions she signs books.
conducive to conversation and relaxation.
“Very interesting; she was excellent,” said
“It’s a lively conversation in an inviting, enterHolly Benfield.
taining setting,” adds Sitler. “And who doesn’t
“Both the speaker and the subject matter
like a little buzz with history.”
were fascinating,” says Susan Peters. “I want to
Lyn Millner, author and associate professor
learn more about him.” It was the first lecture
of journalism at Florida Gulf Coast University,
for both residents of St. Pete Beach, and they
didn’t let them or the attendees down. After
plan to come back.
having to adjust her mic because people could“I really enjoyed the lecture,” says Maximo
n’t hear, she told the crowd all they had missed
resident Rich Lauterwasser. “Lyn Millner was
Members of the Koreshans pose with the “rectilineator,” a tool
was an announcement about free drinks in the designed to conduct a geodetic survey of the earth to prove that excellent, I can see that she would be a good
back of the room. Laughter ensued.
Cellular Cosmogony, Teed's hollow earth theory, was true.
teacher. Her dry sense of humor made the presPhoto courtesy of Koreshan Unity Papers (record group 900000, collection
She attributes a book on Amelia Earhart
entation
very enjoyable,” He too says he will
N2009-3, box 16, folder 1), State Archives of Florida, Tallahassee.
for her love of history. “I came to love writbe back.
ers who wrote autobiographies and nonficHappy Hour with the Historian is presented by
tion, but told it as a story. So I wrote “The Allure
Green, Henwood & Hough Investment. Doors
of Immortality,” in that style.
open at 6 p.m. and a $5 donation is requested.
“Now…just as a warning…if you came here
Their next monthly speaker is Feb. 9. Michael
because you are hoping that I can grant you
Butler will speak on The Magnificent Drama: Dr.
immortality, I cannot do that.” As people laugh
Martin Luther King in St. Augustine. He kicks off
she adds, “I know there’s a lot of people here and
the recently added Florida Humanities Speaker
I just want to make sure that’s not why you are
Series for 2017 courtesy of a grant from the
here…” More laughter.
Florida Humanities Council.
The story she told was of Cyrus Teed and his folAlso on the horizon is their annual fundraiser,
lowers who called themselves Koreshans and who,
Cocktails on the Court, Feb. 25. “It’s not a normal
according to Millner, were run out of Chicago for vargala,” says Farias. “You don’t have to wear a black tie,
ious reasons and followed Teed to southwestern
but you have to wear shuffleboard chic–whatever
This inside-out globe replicates how Cyrus Teed
Florida. “He was an incredibly charismatic person and
believed the world was with people living inside
that is.” There will be live music by the Black
and with nothing on the outside. He also convinced
people decided to give up their lives and follow him.”
Honkeys, food and drinks and “and all kinds of fun
his followers they could live forever.
“They were religious; they were celibate…they
things and it all benefits the Museum of History.”
Photo by MATTYMOO101 (Own work) [CC BYSA 3.0 (http://crebelieved that by following their profit they could
ativecommons.org/licenses/bysa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons.
For more information go to www.spmoh.com
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Business
News
PSTA Partners
with Uber
The Pinellas
Suncoast Transit
System unveiled
their newly
expanded Direct
Connect service.
Patrons who need
a ride to a bus
stop may hail an
Uber from anywhere in the county to get to a
PSTA bus stop and they will pick up the tab. It
is the first public-private partnership in the country to solve the ‘first-mile/last-mile’ transportation obstacle with ride-hailing partners Uber,
Lyft, United Taxi, and Wheelchair Transport.

Counseling Center
Opens
The Palm Harbor Family Counseling Center,
in practice since 1993, has expanded to the S.
Pasadena area. They offer teen eating and coping
skills groups, life coaching, and mental health help
in all areas and ages of life. 2525 S. Pasasdena
Ave., 727-254-9183 or www.phcounseling.com.

Cross-Bay Ferry Offers
Free Rides
The Cross-Bay Ferry hosts Free Ride Sundays
courtesy of Frontier Communications on the
third Sunday of each month. A limited number of
free round trip passes are available to walk-up customers only. The ferry is a regional effort designed
to demonstrate water transportation technology to
residents and businesses of the area and will end a
six month pilot project later this spring.
Proponents hope the ridership numbers are sufficient to validate future permanent service. The
98 foot long, dual-hull catamaran has limited food
service, coffee, tea, soft drinks, and water along
with beer, wine and limited cocktails for purchase.
For more info go to www.crossbayferry.com.

Wayne’s World

Alcohol by Keurig…
Bye Bye Cheetah…
and More…
By Wayne Shattuck
Alcohol by Keurig... How would you like to be
able to walk to your kitchen counter, or bar if your
house still has one of those, push a button and
deliver to yourself one serving of your favorite
adult beverage? Well, for those who would, brewer Anheuser Busch InBev (AB InBev) and coffee
maker Keurig Green Mountain have teamed up to
develop a countertop appliance that could dispense
alcoholic drinks in the home. The companies, in
January, announced a research and development
joint venture that will focus on the North American
market with the aim of developing a system that
could work with beer, spirits, cocktails and mixers.
Such a machine would be the first of its kind to
deliver the convenience of one-cup dispensers, such
as Keurig and Nespresso's coffee machines, but for
alcoholic beverages. It also marks the first formal
collaboration by the two groups. The venture will
build on the technology used in the Keurig KOLD
machine, which was discontinued after disappointing sales. It will also make use of AB InBev's brewing and packaging technology. The companies
have not disclosed financial terms for the venture
or any other details about the machine, the drink
brands to be used or any potential regulatory
requirements.
Bye Bye Cheetah... The world's fastest land animal, the cheetah, is in danger of extinction because
it is running out of space, according to research led

by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL). After
a sharp decline in numbers there are now just 7,100
cheetahs in the world, or just 9 percent of the historic range, the ZSL, Wildlife Conservation Society
and Panthera study found. In Zimbabwe, the study
found, these pressures have seen the cheetah population plummet 85 percent from 1,200 to at most
170 animals in just 16 years. Kind of sounds like
our Florida Panther? Wildlife experts are calling for
the big cat to be rated “endangered," up from "vulnerable" among threatened species, to give it
greater environmental protection. Capable of
sprinting up to 75 mph in short bursts, the cheetah
is notoriously secretive and information on its status had been difficult to gather, meaning its
predicament had been overlooked, the study said.
It also reported that cheetahs were vulnerable to
several dangers such as prey loss due to overhunting, habitat loss and illegal trafficking. Added to
that, more than three-quarters of cheetahs live outside protected wildlife areas and, because they roam
wide, are more vulnerable.
But That’s Not AllL… Interesting Facts: The
Whole Nine Yards. American fighter planes in
WWII had machine guns that were fed by a belt of
cartridges. The average plane held belts that were
27 feet or 9 yards long. If the gunner used up all
his ammo he was said to have given it the whole
nine yards!
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Notable Achievements
VFW, Businesses
Team Up
With help from local businesses
donating items for raffle prizes, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Post 4256 in Madeira Beach donated $1,227 to three military veterans’ charities: the VFW National
Home for Children; the VFW’s
Veterans Village Retirement Home, and the VFW’s Military Assistance Program
(MAP). The prizes, amounting to $1,665 in goods, services and gift certificates,
were donated by local merchants and businesses including those from the John’s
Pass and Madeira Beach community. VFW volunteer J.P Decker (left) and Post
Commander Ron Mills show their appreciation.

Museum Volunteer Honored
Philip Everett a member of the Friends of the Gulf
Beaches Historical Museum receives the Volunteer of
the Year Award from Spencer Lucas. According to
Lucas, Philip is the museum’s IT man. He knows a lot
about computers and averages 5 to 6 hours a week
working on projects. He's a hard worker.

Missouri Golfer Scores at
SPCC
Hayden Buckley from Columbia Missouri won this
year’s 91st New Year’s Invitational Tournament at the
St. Petersburg Country Club. The tournament draws
outstanding players from around the world, many student athletes. Past winners include players who went
on to the PGA Tour like J B Holmes, Brandt Snedeker
and Jeff Overton plus US Amateur champions Buddy
Alexander and Peter Uihlein. Photo courtesy of
SPCC.

CASA Has a Great Year
CASA had a very successful
year providing 32,000 “bed
nights” for shelter residents who
also receive emergency clothing,
food, personal care items, child
care, ongoing individual and
group support, and mental health,
substance abuse and justice advocacy. The nonprofit extends a
grateful thanks to all their donors,
community
partners,
thrift
shoppe supporters, volunteers and staff who contributed to their success.

City Worker Recognized
City of St. Petersburg recreation supervisor
Anita Westmoreland has been named 2016
Member of the Year by Florida Suncoast Safe Kids
Coalition, a local safety coalition dedicated to preventing avoidable injuries in children. She was
honored for her efforts in increasing water safety
for Tampa Bay area children.
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Puzzlers can find the answers to all these brain teasers at
www.TheIslandReporter.com under “Puzzles”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10
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Local Events, Activities & Announcements
Gulfport
Feb. 3 & 18: Gulfport Art-Walk, 6 - 10 p.m.
Beach Blvd. S., Waterfront District.
Feb. 18 & 19: Masters Fine Arts Festival,
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Juried “boutique” show with dozens
of artists showing and selling their work. Free and
family and pet-friendly. Gulfport’s waterfront
Veteran’s Park, 5350 31st Ave. S. Find info on
Facebook.
Feb. 25: Gulfport Get Rescued, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Animal pet rescue festival and fundraiser featuring
animal rescue organizations, adoptable pets, animalrelated vendors, arts & crafts, adoptable pet parade,
pet care education, pet services, a pet food and supplies drive, free samples, training demos, Bark-BQue, food, music & more. Well behaved pets and
their leashed people are welcome! Info at www.gulfportsgetrescued.com.
Gulfport Public Library: Go to events at
www.mygulfport.us/gpl for library events or visit at
5501 28th Ave S.

Each Week
Gulfport Fresh Market: Tuesday, 9 a.m. –
3 p.m. 3007 Beach Blvd. Info at 727-278-4285. Jan.
10 is Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA.
Gulfport Toastmasters: Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30
p.m. Community Room, Gulfport Public Library.
5501 28th Ave. S. Info at 727-537-9098, info@gulfporttoastmasters.com or www.gulfporttoastmasters.com.
SoTangerine Market: Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tangerine Greenway, 5022 Tangerine Ave. Info at
727-439-0164.

Throughout the Month
Gulfport Casino: Dance Lessons: $5 for members, $8 for non-members. Gulfport Casino: 5500
Shore Blvd. S. Info at www.mygulfport.us.
Senior Center Events: Calendar available at
www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org or 727-893-1231.

Madeira Beach
Each Week:
Wednesdays: Madeira Beach Morning Market,
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Open air market in downtown
Madeira Beach. Vendors with everything from arts to
hydroponic, locally grown produce. Info at
www.thebeachmarkets.com.

S. Pasadena
Feb. 2: S. Pasadena Community Band Concert,
7:30 p.m. Free concert, “Our Shining Stars,” at
Galatea Garden, 7015 Sunset Dr. S. Info at
www.southpasadenaband.com.
Feb. 21: Wine Tasting Fundraiser for HOEV,
6 - 9 p.m. Help raise money for Heaven On Earth for
Veterans, working to help alleviate veteran homelessness, while enjoying some very fine wines. Silent auction and raffles. $15. Vino Simpatico, 722 Pasadena
Ave. S. Info at www.HeavenOnEarh4Veterans.com.

All Month
Seeking Shuffleboard Players, The Pass-A-Grill
Shuffleboard club is looking for players, no experience necessary. Games are Tues, Thurs & Sat.,
10 a.m. to noon. PAG Shuffleboard Club @ 10th
Ave. Info at 727-360-1858 or 727-367-6937.

St. Petersburg
Feb. 4: St. Pete's LOCALTOPIA, 10 a.m. 5 p.m. Celebrate all things local and St. Pete's devotion to support its independent businesses. Nearly
200 vendors and community organizations will
showcase arts & culture, makers and merchants.
Local food and craft beer and some of the area's
most popular local bands. A free, family-friendly
event. Info at: www.localtopia.keepsaintpetersburglocal.org.
Feb. 11: 3rd Annual Pup Crawl, 4 - 7 p.m. Pub
crawl to support Pet Pal Animal Shelter. Includes
Hofbrauhaus, Caddy's on Central, Ringside Cafe,
Wine Madonna and The Ale & the Witch. "Early
bird" special of $30 gets five tickets redeemable for
five drinks at any location. Day of tickets will be
higher. Info at www.petpalanimalshelter.com.
Feb. 11: Second Saturday Art Walk, 5 - 9 p.m.
Take in the St. Pete arts scene after hours at than 40
galleries and studios spanning across five different
arts districts. Info at www.stpeteartsalliance.org.
Feb. 14: Spring Awakens Concert, 8 p.m. The
Tampa Bay Symphony, under the baton of Music
Director Mark Sforzini. Tickets $20 for adults.
Students free with ID. Palladium Theater, 253 Fifth
Ave. N. Info at 727-522-8459.
Feb. 17: Military Officers Association of St.
Pete, 11 a.m. Social hour, lunch and program.
Retired, active duty and former military, NOAA and
Public Health Service officers and spouses invited.
RSVP required. Call 727-360-2936. Pasadena Yacht &
Country Club, 6300 Pasadena Point Blvd S.
Gulfport.
Feb. 18: 1st Annual Jazz & Gumbo Festival,
4 - 9 p.m. Watch the musician Sauce Boss make his
famous Gumbo between sets. Good good music,
food and fun, and supports homeless veterans.
Williams Park, 330 2nd Ave N. Info and tickets at
www.voa.florida.org.
Feb. 25: Cocktails on the Court, 6 - 10 p.m.
Fundraiser for St. Pete Museum of History. See page 19.

Each Week
Monday's: Toastmasters, 6:15 p.m. PARC, 3190
Tyrone Blvd. N. Info at: 727-422-8856.
Saturdays: St. Petersburg Saturday Morning
Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 170 approved vendors selling ethnic and artisan foods, crafts and music. Al
Lang Field parking lot, First Avenue S. and 1st
Street. Info at www.saturdaymorningmarket.com.

Tierra Verde

Call for Artists and Volunteers, The City of
South Pasadena seeks artists and volunteers for the
30th Annual Artspring Exhibition, Mar. 31 Apr. 2.
Volunteers work four hour shifts. Artists are needed
to exhibit their artwork. Awards and no entry fee
required. Info at 727-347-4171.

Feb. 24 & 25: Baylife Art Exhibit, Opening
night reception Feb. 24, 5 - 9 p.m., RSVPs required.
Open gallery Feb. 25 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Exhibit by distinguished Florida wildlife artists. A portion of proceeds benefit Tampa Bay Watch. TBW Community
Room, 3000 Pinellas Bayway S. Info at www.tampabaywatch.org.

St. Pete Beach

Treasure Island

All Month

Feb. 26: Music in the Afternoon, 2 - 4 p.m.
Light refreshments and plenty of dancing and socializing to the classic music of “The Rhythm Kings.”
Info at www.spbrec.com or 727-363-9245. SPB
Community Center, 7701 Boca Ciega Dr.

Each Week
Corey Avenue Sunday Market, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Up to 75 vendors with locally produced and homemade items including produce, plants, take home
foods, ready to eat lunch bites, hand crafts, eco-friendly and fair trade products. Live music. Info at
www.TampaBayMarkets.com.
St. Pete Beach Public Library. Check the library
section of www.stpetebeach.org for the latest events.

Feb. 25: Mayors’ Prayer Brunch, 11:30 a.m.
See page 14.
Feb. 28: Annual Spaghetti Dinner, 5 - 8 p.m.
Hosted by the Isle of Palms Civic Association. Open
to the public. All you can eat. Live entertainment.
Adults $10 in advance - $12 at the door. Children
under 10, $4. Tickets at the T.I. Chamber or at the
door while available. T.I. Community Center, 1 Park
Place & 106th Ave. Info at 727-367-1301.

Each Week
Thursday Bingo, 6:45 p.m. Early bird, 7:45 p.m.
Regular. Cash prizes. Snack bar & free coffee.
Hosted by the Treasure Islettes. Treasure Island
Community Center 1 Park Place and 106th Avenue.

Seminars and Classes
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 Safe
Boating Classes, 7 p.m., each Tuesday. A 13 week
continuous cycle of classes; start at your convenience; includes 400 pages of materials. Arrive the
first time at 6:30 p.m. to register. $40 for 13 weeks
($55 for couples sharing a manual) . Call Jim at 727360-4846, Warren at 727-321-7801, or Phil at 8652226. 1500 Pass-a-Grille Way, St. Pete Beach.
Feb. 7: Lines and Knots, Feb. 14: Weather,
Feb. 21: Your Boat’s Radio, Feb. 28: Which Boat is
for You?
St. Pete Sail and Power Squadron Seminars,
Students must be 12 or older and pre-registration is
required. Maximum of 20 students per class. Classes
are held at the St Petersburg Sailing Center, 250 2nd
Ave SE, Demens Landing. Class details and registration at www.boating-st.pete.org under Seminars.
Feb. 15: Paddle Smart, Learn about paddle craft
and paddles, safety, risks, equipment needed. State
and Federal regulations and a Paddle Smart notebook will be provided. $30 per family for materials.
Feb. 22: America’s Boating Course. Seven week
course. Graduates qualify for a Florida Boating
Safety Education ID Card and may qualify for insurance discounts. Materials $40 per family.

All Month:
St. Pete Beach Recreation Center Classes,
Classes in art, dance, self defense for women and a
variety of other topics throughout the month.
Classes for kids too. Go to www.spbrec.com for a
complete listing or call 727-363-9245.
Treasure Island SilverSneakers® FLEX
Program, Tue. 10:45 a.m. Free for Silver Sneaker
members, others $5. TI Community Center, One
Park Place. Info: 920-376-0214.
Treasure Island Art Guild Workshops, Info at
treasureislandartguild.org.

Each Month
Suncoast Hospice Caregiver Education and
Support, Gain new skills, self-confidence and emotional support with Suncoast Hospice’s caregiver
programs. Info at www.suncoasthospice.org/caregivers
St. Petersburg General Hospital Community
Support Groups, Weekly support groups covering
different areas of concern including stroke, breast
cancer, sleep apnea and breast feeding. Visit
www.StPeteGeneral.com and select Classes & Events
under Patients & Visitors tab.
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

RESERVE A BUSINESS CARD SPACE TODAY! Email: info@theislandreporter.com

Black/White Business Card Ads: $60 or buy three get one free.

Florida
Statewide
Network
Ads
For information on placing a network ad that will run throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers,
contact the classified department at 727-631-4730, or via email at info@theislandreporter.com.
MISCELLANEOUS
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER!
Only
$39.99/mo.
Plus
$14.99/mo. Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HDDVR. Call 800-438-8168
DRIVE WITH UBER. No experience is required, but you'll need a
Smartphone. It's fun and easy.
For more information, call: 1800-578-9366
FAST INTERNET! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15
mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call
for Limited Time Price 1-800958-6917
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t
reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 800-370-4824!
PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully
customizable security and 24/7
monitoring right from your smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in
equipment, free (restrictions
apply). Call 1-800-912-1985

SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order the best exclusive
cable and satellite deals in
your area! If eligible, get up to
$300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-736-9957
SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in
their time of need. For more information, visit the Fisher House
website at www.fisherhouse.org.
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in
2-Year
Price
Guarantee
($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for
Three Months, No Cost! Call 1800-769-1035
FREE SENIOR HUMOR!!!
Google "Senior Humor". Some
A Little Twisted. Hee! Hee!
Boomer Rhymes Cuckoo As A
Trump Hairdo
SERVICES
A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS viruses, lost data, hardware or
software issues? Contact
Geeks On Site! 24/7 Service.
Friendly Repair Experts. Macs
and PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-995-0869
I BUY RV’S $$$$ If You Would
Like A WHOLESALE Cash Offer
On Your 2005 Or Newer
Motorhome Call 817-899-6090
PRIVATE ADOPTION Living/
Medical Expenses Paid. Select &
Meet a Loving Family to Care for
Your Child. Call 24/7 Attorney
Charlotte Danciu. 1-800-3955449 www.adoption-surrogacy.com FL Bar #307084
FINANCIAL
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact
Bill Gordon & Associates at 1800-860-6175 to start your
application today!

HEALTH & BEAUTY
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint
pain,
arthritis?
Recent
Medicare/health
coverage
changes may benefit you!
Products are little to NO COST, if
qualified. FREE Shipping.
Accredited Pain Specialists. CALL
1- 800-498-9321
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
Shoulder Pain? Get a painrelieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now! 1800-752-2108
SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB
ALERT
FOR
SENIORS.
Bathroom falls can be fatal.
Approved
by
Arthritis
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets.
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American
Made. Installation Included. Call
800-886-9771 for $750 Off.
AUTOMOBILES
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR
RV? Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

DOES YOUR AUTO CLUB OFFER
NO HASSLE SERVICE AND
REWARDS? Call American Auto
Club (ACA) & Get $200 in ACA
Rewards! (new members only)
Roadside Assistance & Monthly
Rewards. Call 800-519-6058
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815
SELL YOUR CAR TODAY! Fast
Payments, anytime or anywhere. Your trusted buyer.
Carfaxbuyer.com. Call or go
online for your free quote now.
1-800-392-6884 or carfaxbuyer.com
EDUCATION
DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Learn to drive for Stevens
Transport! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! New drivers can earn
$900+ per week! PAID LOCAL
CDL TRAINING! 1-888-7431573drive4stevens.com

EDUCATION.
AFFORDABLE
CAREER TRAINING! Online or in
Campus! Medical Office,
Accounting, Support, IT and
Administrative
Certificate
Program Choices! Call for
Answers
1-888-535-9909
www.Learn.SCtrain.edu
HELP WANTED
$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn
Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR
LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 1-800405-7619 Ext 320 www.easywork-greatpay.com
SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses
Paid. Call Attorney Charlotte
Danciu
1-800-395-5449
www.adoption-surrogacy.com
FL Bar #307084
REAL ESTATE
CASH OFFER FOR YOUR HOUSE
IN 7min. & Close In Three Days!
All Other Ads Are Jokes. We Pay
Cash. 866-505-1234
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Recognizing Above
and Beyond

A Grand Gala

The Treasure Island and Madeira Beach
Chamber had a grand Installation Gala in
January at at The Club at Treasure
Island. Congratulations to volunteer coordinator Ed Gutauskas and Friday
Morning Market manager Vito Musante
for their Volunteer of the Year recognitions (Inset photos). The full house
appreciated the presentation by Michele
Smith, two-time Olympic Gold Medalist.

In January the Egmont Key Alliance
held its Annual Meeting and Election
of Officers. They recognized
åmembers that have contributed
during the year including: Melissa
Buhler, Bill Jordan, Debi Schutte,
Ellen Sullivan, Pam Kana, Doug and Amy Bradley,
Dave and Barbara Howard, Pete Gallagher, USFWS
Officer Stan Garner, Angie Gabbert of Hubbard’s
Marina and Hubbard’s Marina captains and crews.
They also gave the “Hero of Egmont Key” award to
assistant park manager Tom Watson for his service
above and beyond for the benefit of the island.

Photos by Patty Sebok.

Photos by Janica Johnson.

A Job with a View

S. Pasadena resident John Hyers sits high above Boca Ciega
Bay, two days a week, manning the Treasure Island Bascule
Bridge from 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. A radio call sets off a sequence
of activity that ensures the safety of pedestrians, vehicles
and the boats requesting an opening. Hyers started the job
a year after retiring from the U.S. Postal Service.

Classic Weather for Classic Weekend

It was classic Florida weather for the St. Pete Beach Classic Weekend. Best weather ever according to race
officials. They had 1,850 runners for the various races that when combined constitute a marathon.
Photos by Darren Ferris.

TIR staff photos.
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Century 21 Coast to Coast

150 Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

727-867-8633

TREASURE ISLAND - Walk to the beach from this 3BR/3BA
townhouse with private elevator. $559,900/MLS
U7795606 Call Gabrielle Bettig, Realtor 727-385-9017

LOTS OF LOTS!
1) Twin lots! on 7th Ave
side by side,
$249,000 each.
Call Brent Travis, Realtor
727-902-5255.
Large Sands Point Pool Home.
2) Large Park St. Lot. $375,000.
Great Room, 3 B/R & 2 Ba
3) Lakefront Lot, Oceanview Dr. $650,000.
2 CAR Gar & 2 Large Bonus
Rooms. $500,000.
4) Fabulous Greenland Preserve,
Call Randall Ierna, Realtor
1.3 Acre lot w/ covered boatslip, $1,100,000.
727-647-0813
Call Randall Ierna, Broker/Realtor 727-647-0813

2 at The Village! 1. 1 level, elevator $299,000
2. Townhome 2/2 1/2 garage. Tennis,
Heated Pool, Gated. $322,000
Judy Bader, Broker/Realtor 727-698-3831

Sandbar Town Home on the
East Canal $499,000. Put your boat Tierra Verde 3/2.5/1 car rarely
on the lift and live the life style!
available! $335,000.
Gary Steinhauer Broker Assoc.
Gary Steinhauer, Broker Assoc.
727 642-4855
727-642-4855

Over 4000 Sq Ft of Luxury,
4 BR Townhouse on the GRAND CANAL.
Two Boat Slips! $1,300,000.
Gaby Bettig, Realtor 727-385-9017 OR
Randy Ierna, Realtor 727-647-0813

Bayway Isles gated community waterfront
oasis! 4/3/2 car garage on oversized lot
just listed by Blanka Prusova-White
Call for private showings 727-480-6126
Our GLOBAL Division is looking for more
listings for our international clients!

HOME PRICES ARE UP!
Curious about what
your home is worth?
Call today for your free,
no obligation home evaluation.
Call Michael Sorah,
"Your Beach & Luxury Realtor"
727-692-6013,
also visit my website
WWW.SAINTPETEBEACHHOMES.COM

We need more inventory, and would love to add your property to our rental inventory to be featured on our web sites. Our team of professionals have been serving your community for over 25 years. CALL US TODAY!

