
Software
Holds Data
Ransom

By TIR Staff

The use of ransomware, a malware that gets
into a device (computer, smartphone, tablet, etc.)
and encrypts data locking the user out until they
pay a ransom, is on the rise.

According to a February article at Forbes.com, a
report by SonicWall, a cyber security firm, estimates
attacks in 2016 at 638 million–more than 167 times
the number in 2015.  Last fall, the FBI urged victims
to report the incidents citing new variants emerging
regularly. 

“In addition to holding data hostage, it can lead
to possible identity theft,” says EJ Liggieri wth
Quarterdeck Technologies, a St. Pete Beach-based IT
and telecom consulting firm.  He also says the sta-
tistics are woefully underestimated because people
are hesitant to report it.

“So you don’t know how bad the damage really
is,” says Liggieri, “it’s definitely a lot of money.”
Like $1 billion in 2016 as estimated by ZDNet.com,
a 24/7 technology news site.

As with any hostage situation, a key question is
do you pay? ”But what happens if it’s your kids’ pic-
tures since they were three? How devastating would
you be if you had ripped up all the old ones and just
had them digitally? You might pay it,” he adds.
Payments are demanded via anonymous currency
accounts like bitcoin, and paying the ransom is no
guarantee the data will be restored. 

Ransomware and other malware is spread via
phishing attacks, browsing the Internet and
installing unsafe applications.  

Liggieri says, “90 percent of computer problems
are caused by clicking on links in email.”  It starts
when someone receives an email with a request to
click on a link to get something: a file, photos, a spe-
cial deal.  It can be from someone you know which
might not make you suspicious, but they could have
been hacked.  He suggests running the mouse over
the link which pulls up the address so you can see
where they are trying to get you to go.  If you don’t
recognize it, don’t go there.  

Senders should also put specifics in the subject
line or in the email so the recipient has a level of
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Reflections on a sunset on St. Pete Beach.

Participants are allowed to submit one photo per month by the 10th of the month 
for the next contest. Submit to: info@theislandreporter.com

Photograph by: Carol Walker, St. Pete Beach

It took 14 years, but the money is finally avail-
able to build a new Structure E, the bridge that
connects Tierra Verde to the mainland. 

Beautiful is how Kevin Lee with the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) described
how it would look to members of the Tierra Verde
Business Partnership at a recent meeting.  

The $52 million project was funded in 2016;
the design and build team will be selected this
year and construction is projected to begin in
2018 with anticipated completion in 2022.  The
project includes rebuilding the seawall on the east
side of the roadway across from Century 21,
building the bridge itself, and resurfacing Pinellas
Bayway South (State Road 679) to the intersec-
tion with State Road 682 which goes over the
bridge (Structure C) to St. Pete Beach. 

“It is basically going to mimic Structure C. It
will be almost identical,” said Lee repeatedly in
response to concerns about the height of the
bridge including a rumor that it would be the
steepest bridge in the state. “It will be identical in
slope to Structure C, so if you don’t have issues
driving Structure C, you shouldn’t have any
issues with this bridge.” Clearance for boats
under the bridge will be the same all well. 

The bridge will be a single lane in each direc-
tion with a 12 foot wide trail on the east side and
a five foot wide sidewalk on the west, both 
of which will continue to State Road 682. The
bridge also has 10 feet of shoulder in each direc-
tion to allow emergency vehicles to pass vehicu-
lar traffic if necessary, but it will not alleviate con-
cerns about packs of bikers taking up the road;
they will still ride there.

The department has held meetings with the
community to determine the aesthetic qualities

of the bridge including decorative elements of the
support structure, lighting and the walls.
Structure E will have the same design features as
Structure C with the exception of the lights which
have to be located on the outside of the lanes vs.
in the middle.

In addition to concerns about the height, the
inclusion of a roundabout at the intersection of
the Bayway and Madonna Boulevard was a issue.

“The roundabout looks like the one in
Clearwater and in high traffic like in February, the
congestion makes it hard to get home. Can you
guarantee it won’t get congested?” asked a partic-
ipant. 

Another member chimed in, “I know statisti-
cally you can move more traffic through a round-
about then you can an intersection. I've seen the
studies. But you don’t live here on Sunday.”

BRIDGE continued on page 8

This rendition shows the concept for the 
proposed new bridge to Tierra Verde. 

It will be very similar to Structure C, the bridge 
to St. Pete Beach in terms of height and slope.

This graphic representation of the effects 
of ransomware is an FBI image.  They encourage 
anyone who is attacked to report it immediately 

to the Internet Crime Complaint Center.

Tierra Verde Finally Slated
for New Bridge

By Betsy Judge
Photos courtesy of FDOT

RANSOM continued on pages 5
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Government Update

In Case You Missed It
By Doug Mason

St. Pete Beach
The estimated completion date for the first

phase of the Pass-A-Grille Way reconstruction
project is now late June, possibly early July,
according to City Manager Wayne Saunders.

“I don’t have the final date, but I think with
the changes and weather days we’re up into the
end of May or first part of June as far as official
days,” Saunders said at the Mar. 13 city commis-
sion meeting. “But there are some other days due
to some conflicts we’ve had that haven’t been
addressed. So there will probably be some addi-
tional days beyond that. I think if we’re looking
for a (total) completion date we’re looking at
June, possibly the first of July.”

City Commissioner Ward Friszolowski said he
has been receiving a number of email queries
about the project from residents and suggested
updating the city’s website with a new projected

completion date.
“I think one thing that will help people see

light at the end of the tunnel is that in our meet-
ing last week, Nelson (Construction) stated that
toward the end of this week we would actually
see the surface work starting at the north end,”
said Saunders “It’s what they call boxing out for
the lanes to get the new sub-base in, which will be
followed by some concrete work, curbing and
sidewalks.”

Following the completion of the first phase,
which extends from the Don CeSar Hotel south
to 19th Avenue, the second phase will begin,
from 18th Avenue south to First Avenue.

In a related action, commissioners approved
two change orders on the project totaling
$31,007. One covers work Nelson did on Duke
Energy infrastructure and the other is related to

GOVERNMENT continued on page 4
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I have only lived in this area for 10 years, but
I’ve heard about Tierra Verde getting a new bridge
since my first days as a resident of that island. I
live in another slice of unincorporated Pinellas
County now, so I don’t have to contend with
draw bridge lifts and backed up Ft. DeSoto traffic
to get to and from the grocery store, but I’ve done
that, so I am thrilled that a new bridge is finally
on its way for the island community. The project-
ed completion year seems like an eternity, hope-
fully things will go as well as when they built
Structure C.

While on the subject of new, we have been
working and continue product improvement on
www.theislandreporter.com. The new site will be
updated with news and information more fre-
quently than before. It also has an interactive
events calendar where visitors to the site can add
upcoming events, subject to approval by our edi-
torial staff. Add yours today.

Our weekly E-Update is growing in popularity.

It is released each Tuesday to give subscribers
plenty of time to review upcoming events 
and plan their weekends and also includes news
items pertinent to area residents which did not
make it into the pages of the paper. You can sub-
scribe via the website or send an email to
info@theislandreporter.com and request to be
added to our list. 

Happy April everyone.
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potable water service connections. The city will be
repaid for both by Duke and Pinellas County,
respectively. 

Treasure Island
A request for a reduction in a city lien on a

home at 13 Treasure Lane was turned down Mar. 7
by city commissioners.

Kaushal Rathi of Altisource, a real estate servic-
es provider, was seeking a reduction in a $13,400
bill from 2008 when the home was owned by an
out-of-state resident and fell out of compliance
due to tall grass, weeds, debris and stagnant water.

City officials assessed a $100 per day lien for
over four months. The property, which went into
foreclosure and is currently owned by Capital One
Bank Florida in Jacksonville, is now in compli-
ance. No interest is accruing on the lien.

“I see no reason to give any reduction,” said
Commissioner Ken Keys.

“I think it sends a bad signal to reduce it,” said
Commissioner Larry Lunn. “I think if we start this

process, there will be no end to it. If we don’t get
compliance, that’s the only hammer we’ve got. I’m
not in favor reducing it a dime.”

In other action, Mayor Bob Minning
announced that a lengthy lawsuit over cracks in
the Central Beach Trail had been resolved. The
city has agreed to a $850,000 settlement with Phil
Graham Landscape Architecture. 

The city will use the settlement to build a new
trail, which stretches nearly a mile from Gulf Front
Park to 119th Avenue. Minning said engineering
and design for the new trail would be the next
step. Requests for bids would follow.

Two months after the $1.2 million trail opened
in 2013, cracks appeared in the walkway and wall.

In another move, city leaders gave initial
approval to a request by Sp encer LaBarbera and
Ryan Barca to enter into an agreement with the
city to operate a beach gear valet service, which
will provide transportation of tourists’ beach items
from a parking lot or hotel to the beach, using
wagons with pneumatic tires.

GOVERNMENT continued from page 3
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confidence that it is safe. “Click here to download
the photos,” is very general and should trigger a
flag. “Click here to download the photos from the
chamber event on Tuesday,” should give the recip-
ient more confidence that it is a valid email.

For periodic newsletters, be suspicious if they
came out on a different day than normal or the
formatting looks different. 

“If you are on a network that’s public, like a
guest Wi-Fi where you don’t have to login, it’s
wide open so anybody can go on and tap into
your device and see if you’ve got antivirus, anti-
malware and firewall protection. If you don’t,
there are a lot of tools out there that can be used
to break into devices,” says Liggieri. 

“Make sure you have firewall, antivirus and anti-
malware software installed,”
he adds. A suite with all
three should be adequate
for most people.  Also,
make sure to check for and
download updates to the
operating system and other
programs.  Those updates
have patches created specif-
ically to counter the most
recent cyber threats.

Users also should back
up their data to mobile or
removable media. When a
system is hacked, it will
infiltrate anything that is
attached to it. And don’t
look to the cloud for help.
Data stored on remote
servers accessed from the
internet are designed to
replicate files each time the
data changes. When data is

hacked, it changes and it will be replicated in the
cloud storage. Also keep in mind data can be lost
during floods, hurricanes and other natural dis-
asters too. 

If you are hacked Liggieri suggests doing the
following:  

• Immediately disconnect from wifi and the
internet to limit the attack to one device if possible. 

• Wipe or reset your system to factory defaults.
• Reinstall applications and data from offline

copy of backup. 
• Seek professional help for further advice and

assistance.
And report the crime to the Internet Crime

Complaint Center, at www.IC3.gov. 

RANSOM continued from front page

This image from Quarterdeck Technology hammers home the idea 
that losing your data is not the sole purview of computer attacks and 

users should back up their data on mobile or removable media.
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Toastmasters Team 
with Local Students 
for Grant Prep

By Betsy Judge
Toastmasters is about individuals becoming

more effective communicators and leaders.  At the
Downtown St. Petersburg club, some of the mem-
bers are using their experience to help a group of
young entrepreneurs in the BETA program at
Gibbs High School.

The Business, Economics, Technology
Academy (BETA) program is a magnet program at
Gibbs that focuses on providing students with a
college-preparatory education to prepare them for
a real-world business environment.  For some stu-
dents in the BETA pathway that means running
Gibbs Bucks, a coffee business within the school.
It also means a chance to compete for a Next
Generation Entrepreneurs grant for $10,000,
$3,500 or $1,500. 

This is where Toastmasters comes in. They have
been mentoring the students for about six weeks in
preparation for the grant presentation using proven
Toastmaster methodology. 

The students together with their teachers chose
the coffee business in hopes of preventing kids
from arriving late to school because they stopped
to buy coffee.

“If they are late (or on time) they are still walk-
ing in with coffee, so we wanted to solve that
problem by providing it on campus,” says
Anthony Knox, a member of the BETA pathway
faculty.  He says their goal is to produce coffee
that tastes as good as commercial competitors,
but is cheaper. “They’ve evolved so much from
the first day till now; they’ve done a great job,” he

says about the students. “Now we have the
process down.” He says they are seeing results and
the option to pre-order and pre-pay helps ensure
students show up for their coffee.

When the opportunity to apply for the grant
came up, Knox reached out to the Toastmasters.  “I
knew what they are about; I’ve had people in my
life that were Toastmasters. I actually did it in
Gulfport, Mississippi.”  He wanted to take advan-
tage of the professional way they could teach his
students to speak publicly, “which they struggle
with, so I gave them a call.”

On a March afternoon, four Toastmasters from
St. Petersburg gathered in the lobby of the school
then proceeded to the classroom.  

Olivia Mansion, a business and mindset coach
for women, joined the group in November.  She
explains what they have been doing. 

“The session here is a little bit over an hour, so
we divide it into four segments with an education-
al portion where we may address giving speeches or
talk about business in general, then we break into
groups of about 5 to 10 students and ask questions
and give prompts.”  After that students go to the

Student Ke’Aisha Singer (left) with Gibbs Bucks 
talks with attendees at a Ford Next Generation

learning event hosted at the Tradewinds 
about their company and product.

TIR staff photo. 

Toastmaster volunteers serve as mentors for 
students who made a pitch for a Next Generation

Entrepreneurs grant in late March.  The club 
members worked with the students once a 

week for seven weeks prior to the competition.
TIR staff photo. STUDENTS continued on page 10
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“I understand,” adds Lee, “but we used Sunday
traffic volume, and we used the last five years of
traffic volume. When I put my engineering hat
on, what makes more sense, to make this feasible
coming down from the bridge, is a roundabout.”

There will be flash beacons giving drivers a
heads-up about the roundabout while they are on
the bridge.  There are also two curves coming
down from the bridge to slow traffic so cars
should be traveling between 15 and 20 mph when
they enter the circle.  

Comparisons with the traffic situation at the
Clearwater roundabout were somewhat dimin-
ished with further discussion about the elements
of the design that would require traffic to slow and
the lack of anything at the center of the circle

which allows drivers to have a better sense of
where the traffic is in the roundabout.

In response to concerns about emergency vehi-
cles making it around the circle. Lee noted the
project was developed using design vehicles that
represent everything from passenger cars to
firetrucks and fuel tankers that have to maneuver
to get in and out of the gas stations.  

Lee says he has three priorities for the project:
the safety of the drivers, the safety of the pedes-
trians and the safety of others, like cyclists, using
the road. 

The two entrances from the Bayway into the
plaza at the base of the bridge will be closed;
access to it will be from Madonna only, and the

existing draw bridge will
remain in place and usable
during construction.

FDOT is not involved in
the current construction
that according to one indi-
viduals is hurting business
already.  

“We won’t be here until
another year from now, and
we will have a public work-
shop letting you know we
are coming. The department
is very good when it comes
to doing what we are going
to do,” adds Lee. 

A copy of the presenta-
tion is available at www.the-
islandreporter.com.

BRIDGE continued from front page

This cross section shows the sidewalk on the west side of the roadway 
and the trail on the east side. Both will go all the way to the intersection by 

the entrance to the Isla Plaza. Cyclists in groups will still use the roads.

The community was involved in selecting the design elements 
of the bridge including the support structure, the lights and 

what to include on the walls.  With the exception of the lights, 
it will have the same design features as Structure C. 
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The project includes rebuilding the seawall on the east side of the roadway across from Century 21 (1), 
building the bridge itself (2), and resurfacing Pinellas Bayway South (State Road 679) to the 

intersection with State Road 682 which goes over the Structure C to St. Pete Beach (3). 

The roundabout concept was a big discussion item.  FDOT representative Kevin Lee assured the 
audience that it is the best alternative for the intersection at the south end of the bridge and that 

design features have been included to help slow traffic before entering the circle. 

www.theislandreporter.com
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front of the class individually to
answer questions. “The last por-
tion is what we call table topics
where it’s just random questions,
but you’ re in front of the group.
You get to feel what it’s like to
know the content, but still feel a
little nervous.” 

She says they were given
information about Gibbs Bucks
and the grant presentation
requirements then took their
Toastmasters material and
blended the two.

“We critique as we go along
and ask them what they did well
and what they could have done
better.”

On this, their next to last ses-
sion, they break the routine and
Toastmaster Mitchell Rabsatt, a
mechanical engineering student
who has been with the club
about a year, gives a speech he
developed for international
competition. 

“The students will evaluate
him, what he did well and where
he could improve,” says Mansion.
“We want them to see someone
who is is dressed up, knows his
content and is comfortable.”

“For their last week what we
will end up doing,” says 10-year
Toastmaster Robert Wilson, “is helping them
though the actual presentation they will have to do
for the grant.  It includes a one minute elevator
speech, a five-minute presentation about the pro-
gram and then 10 minutes of Q&A.”  They intend
to get new volunteers the students do not know to
serve as a panel. “We will go through the whole
thing, give them suggestions and then have them
come in and do it again.”

Student Kelci Holloway from Pinellas Park
appreciates the Toastmaster effort.  “It’s good; and it
helps us get ready for the competition and speaking
out in the real world.” 

Keyon Chance, a 10th grade student from St.
Petersburg agrees.  “It helps me keep better eye con-
tact with everybody.  Usually I’d be fidgeting when
I speak to people, but now I keep eye contact.”  He
is also a frequent volunteer to speak. 

St. Petersburg student Kayla Egulf serves as the

vice president of Gibbs Bucks.
“Toastmasters has helped by get-
ting me out of my shell, because
I’m a very shy person, so it has
helped me to be able to present
and speak in front of my peers.”

Jennifer Tuazon, a member of
the BETA staff serves as Knox’s
back-up. She turned to teaching
after a successful business career.
“I think it’s been great,” she says
about theToastmasters’ involve-
ment, “because our kids are little
bit younger (than other Next
Generation Entrepreneur com-
petitors) and that couple of years
makes a difference.  To see them
progress has been amazing.” 

Andy Bustamante with
Toastmasters kicks the session off
by reminding the students who
they are and why they are there.
He introduces Rabsatt.  “Mitch
Rabsatt will give his international
speech; a speech he prepared and
intended to use in competition.
He has spent countless hours prac-
ticing, writing, and fine-tuning it
and is presenting in full attire. We
have talked about the amount of
preparation time that goes into
creating a speech or preparing to
present to a group of people; to
control your body movement; to

control your intonation and your voice. You’ll see all
that today, so this is as authentic as it gets.”

Mitch gives an emotional pitch about the rocky
relationship he had with his father before he died
and how it impacted him growing up.  Then one by
one the students were called upon to ask him ques-
tions about how he prepared and how it felt to give
the speech. 

The hour flies by as the Toastmasters direct the
activities and the students ask or respond to a vari-
ety of questions or critique themselves or others.  It
ends with the students having an opportunity to ask
questions of the Toastmasters.

Toastmasters International is a leader in commu-
nication and leadership development with than
345,000 members who improve their speaking and
leadership skills by attending one of the 15,900
clubs in 142 countries. There are 19 clubs in South
Pinellas County. For more information go to
www.toastmasters.org.

Students and teacher Jennifer Tuazon
listen as Toastmaster Mitchell

Rabsatt gives an emotional speech
about how his relationship with his
father impacted him while growing

up. Afterwards, students asked ques-
tions about his preparation process. 

A Gibbs Bucks entrepreneur pours
coffee which has or will be sold to
students as part of their in-school

business to help prepare them for a
real-world business environment.

Photo from www.pcsb.org.

STUDENTS continued from page 7
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TRIVIA ANSWERS
1.c  2.b  3.a  4.b  5.a  6.c  7.c  8.a  9.b  10.c

Willi Rudowsky describes
herself as “big on interna-
tionalism.” According to this
St. Petersburg resident, “I’ve
worked overseas, and I’m
very interested in interna-
tional relations and their
impacts. And I’m interested
in intellectual things – the
thinking side of people.” 
So it isn’t surprising that 
she would become involved
in the St. Petersburg
Conference on World
Affairs (SPCWA).

The SPCWA is the ven-
ture of a group of civic-
minded St. Petersburg resi-
dents with support from the
University of South
Florida/St. Petersburg. Each
year, this non-profit organi-
zation brings together panels
of diplomats, military, media and academic
experts to speak about critical issues of the day.
The three-day conference, now in its fifth year, is
open to all interested guests, and admission is free.

Willi moved from San Francisco to St.
Petersburg in 2000, something she calls “the best
move ever.” After retiring from her job at the
Poynter Institute in 2014, she got involved in vol-
unteering. “In San Francisco, I was so busy I did-
n’t get to see people outside my circle,” she says.
“When we moved here, I met so many interesting
people. The sense of community in St. Petersburg
is amazing.” She spent some time as a helper in
the Pre-K program at the Museum of Fine Arts
and joined the Sunshine Street Team, a group of
downtown St. Pete residents who act as walking
information booths to aid visitors to the city. 

Willi first learned about the SPCWA three
years ago. “My husband was the founder of a
grassroots volunteer group, and we got a call from
the founder of the conference,” she says. She was
drawn to the group because of its focus on local
issues with global impact. She believes that, in

order to better understand
others, it’s important to
become familiar with other
countries and their societies.
Willi experienced this first-
hand when she worked
overseas. “When I used to
go to Manhattan, I was
afraid to get into taxis with
drivers who looked like they
came from overseas because
I was frightened by how
they drove,” she recalls.
“Then I went to their coun-
tries and saw the conditions
they drove in. I thought
that if they could drive in
those conditions, they were
pretty special.”

It’s this kind of interna-
tional understanding that
Willi believes the SPCWA
will help promote. Some of

this year’s panels included “Canada and America:
Are we brothers or distant cousins?,” “The Arab
Spring: Is it now December?,” “Africa: Are its
states on a firm footing?,” “NATO: Your grandfa-
ther’s great idea,” “Music and Art: How their
impact overpowers political borders,”
“International Education: Who wins and who
loses?,” and “Arab-Israeli Peace: Any bets on near-
term progress?” 

As a member of the public relations commit-
tee, Willi is tasked with helping craft the message
and get the word out about the SPCWA. She also
makes herself available during the event to greet
visitors and answer their questions. “There are real-
ly good programs that are open to anyone,” she
says. “And since the conference is free, everyone
can come and learn something regardless of your
age or economic status.”  She also believes that the
conference is a good thing for St. Petersburg. “It
proves that St. Pete isn’t a backwater place,” she
says. “There are interesting things going on here.”

For more information go to www.stpeters-
burgintheworld.com.

Pride & Joy

Learning About 
World Affairs

By Jackie Minniti

Willi Rudowsky has turned her 
post-retirement spare time into volunteer 

time including serving on the public relations
committee for the St. Petersburg Conference
on World Affairs.  Their annual conference,

which includes a variety of speakers on 
critical issues of the day was held in February.
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Any writer will tell you that
the first rule of writing is, “Write
what you know.” Orlando writer
Susan Koone ( S.K.) Nicholls
has had enough unusual experi-
ences to fill a book – in fact,
enough to fill two books so far.
And she’s just getting started.

A native of Pine Mountain,
Georgia, Nicholls always loved
writing. After her mother’s death,
she spent time in foster care and
a children’s group home. In high
school, her teachers discovered
and encouraged her writing tal-
ent, and she was awarded a schol-
arship. She planned to attend
college and major in English, but
an unplanned pregnancy put an
end to that dream. 

After spending some time in New
York, she returned to Georgia and
went to work in a hospital. When the
hospital offered to pay for her nurs-
ing degree, Nicholls decided to
change career paths. She waited tables
to support herself until her nursing
license came through and then began
her new profession. But her desire to
become a writer never disappeared.

In 1992, the discovery of a myste-
rious ledger in the walls of her aunt’s
house refueled her urge to write. It
contained information about women who had
undergone illegal abortions given by a town doc-
tor in the 1950s and ‘60s.

“I wanted to write a book based on it, but my
father disagreed because so many of the people were
still alive,” she says. So she put the idea on hold.

In 2007, Nicholls’ life took another unexpected
turn. “I went through some life changes and ended
up divorced and homeless,” she says. “My cousin
had a cottage near a resort his family owned in
Kissimmee, so I packed the car and hauled every-
thing there.” The resort just happened to be
Cypress Cove, one of the oldest and largest nudist
resorts in the country. “People have a misconcep-
tion about nudist resorts,” she says. “It’s not about
sex. It’s about uninhibited relaxation, with freedom
from the status associated with clothing.”  Her expe-
riences in Cypress Cove would come in handy later.

After retiring from nursing, Nicholls had the
time to pursue her dream. Encouraged by her

cousin, she finally wrote a novel
inspired by the ledger she’d dis-
covered so many years ago. “Red
Clay and Roses,” published in
2013, is a historical novel that
chronicles the trials and tribula-
tions of characters grappling
with inequality and injustice in
the Jim Crow South. Writing the
novel left Nicholls depressed, so
her “wonderfully supportive”
husband, Greg, (a rocket scien-
tist who also serves as her alpha
reader and a frequent contribu-
tor to her works) suggested she
write something lighter. This
provided the impetus for her
next book, “Naked Alliances.”

Nicholls describes “Naked
Alliances” as character-driven

Florida Regional Crime in the tradi-
tion of Tim Dorsey or Elmore
Leonard. It’s the story of Richard
Noggin, a private investigator in
Orlando who becomes an unwilling
participant in a tangled web of sex
trafficking, political intrigue and mur-
der.  “I wanted to expose the sex traf-
ficking that’s so rampant along the
Orange Blossom Trail,” Nicholls
explains, “and I wanted to integrate a
nudist resort as a safe haven to cor-
rect the misconceptions people have

about that lifestyle.” Peopled with unforgettably
quirky characters, “Naked Alliances” will keep
readers amused and engaged until the final page.

Nicholls is already working on a sequel that
will become the second book in the Naked Eye
Series. This one will have Richard Noggin investi-
gating a murder connected to the Seminole Tribe.
“All my books involve social issues,” Nicholls
says. “This one will look at how casino money has
affected the Seminoles.” Nicholls hopes her
books will entertain readers but will also make
them think seriously about societal problems they
might not have given much attention. 

When Nicholls is not writing, she enjoys fish-
ing, boating, tracking down Snorlax while playing
Pokemon Go, and spending time in city parks
with the homeless. This should provide her with
a wealth of experiences that will help her to con-
tinue writing what she knows.

For more information go to www.sknicholls.com.

Florida Author

Writing From Experience
 By Jackie Minniti

Susan Koone ( S.K.) Nicholls always
loved writing, but an unplanned 

pregnancy and the breaking up of her
marriage left her homeless delayed

her from realizing her dream until she
retired. “Naked Alliances” is her 

second novel and the first in what
will become her Naked Eye Series.
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In Praise of Truck Stop
Waitresses

By The Old Professor

Sing the gals who sling the hash. 
Bestow the laurel wreath. 
Laud the ladies sweet and brash
in hamlet and in heath.
As a lad I rode with my parents on many a

trip. We would often stop at truck stops. “Truckers
know good food,” my Dad would say. We could
refill the car, stuff ourselves and drain our blad-
ders all in one stop.

Dad never explained how the truckers knew
good food. I don’t think many of them worked
for Duncan Hines. Maybe he figured they trav-
eled a lot and shared information even before CB
radio. The fact of their expertise was received wis-
dom, not textbook truth.

It was at these stops that I first saw truck stop
waitresses. Now I know that political correctness
dictates that, in the name of gender equality, I call
them “servers.” Some such admonitions are too
much. Really? I’d be happy to be correct, but I
have never seen a male in that role. I don’t think
we guys can cut it. The truck stop waitress is
always on the move from customer to kitchen to
serving station and back again. She may not run,
but she doesn’t stroll. I don’t think a man could
keep up.

Truck stop waitresses are seldom young. They
have been around. They carry a worldly, wise
aura. Though they may share a little silliness, they
brook no nonsense. They’re in charge, and you
don’t have to ask to know that. 

A good truck stop waitress speaks truth.
Recently the professoress asked one if the sugar-
less syrup were good. “No!” was the brief and use-
ful reply. “Darlin’ you don’t want ta order that,”
is not unheard. She doesn't want you to be
unhappy. It hurts her tips. She is an agent of sat-
isfaction.

There is no standard attire for truck stop wait-
resses. Some wear uniforms of a kind. Others
sport casual fashion, maybe even jeans. Never
shorts. They’re no longer young and with hot
stuff around it’s wise to protect the lower limbs.

Supportive shoes are a must. I suspect that if they
bothered with pedometers, we’d see big numbers
at the end of the day. One local eatery requires
its help to wear tee shirts with two fried eggs in
strategic places. I think it’s demeaning. But when
I ask the wearers they say it causes conversation
and elevates gratuities. The offended probably
just quit.

I wonder where these ladies of nutrient distri-
bution come from. I imagine a National Truck
Stop Waitress Academy where they take Hash
Slinging 101 through Polite Rejection Of Come
Ons 410. You don’t get smart with these gals or
they will cut you to the quick with only mildly
obscene invective. That skill has to be learned,
not just acquired. Flo of Mel’s Diner TV fame is
the prototype. She probably graduated summa
cum laude and created “Kiss my grits.” in her
senior thesis.

But truck stop waitresses are no longer just in
truck stops. They now appear in our city in so-
called family restaurants. For unfathomable rea-
sons these not-necessarily-greasy spoons usually
bear single first names: Jack’s, Johnny’s,
Christina’s, Nick’s, Trip’s, and the like. I don’t
know if one needs a special certificate from the
academy to work in urban locations or not. I sus-
pect it might be possible online. Maybe the
University of Phoenix has bolstered its academic
standing by adding a major in family and truck
stop waitressing. They have a stadium, but no
football team. So they don’t have to have their
own eatery. The waitresses work so hard because
they have big students loans to pay off in addi-
tion to families to support. 

So on behalf of Americans everywhere who
seek out comfort food at modest prices and con-
viviality, not just on the road but down the street,
let me express appreciation for the industry of the
women who connect us to our sustenance. They
do good work and deserve our plaudits. Huzzah!

“Can I warm that up for ya hon ?”
Hashed up by David H. Smith, PhD., retired

professor.

w w w . T h e I s l a n d R e p o r t e r . c o m
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Remembering Dick Misener
By Sally Yoder

Photos courtesy of the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum

When researching local beach development, there
are a lot of references to the men and women who
shaped the government, built homes and resorts, and
struggled to have a reliable infrastructure while build-
ing towns with a solid foundation for the future. One
gentleman, Richard (Dick) T. Misener, is at the top of
the long list of productive “doers” of his time.

A resident of Michigan City, Indiana he married
Mary Jane Mathias in 1937 beginning a 50-plus year
relationship of love, adventures and hard work run-
ning  multi-million dollar enterprise.  In their first
year of marriage, they lived on an 18 foot sailboat
they had built in his family’s garage. But a desire to
have more time on the water drove them to Florida
towing “Tonga,” their sailboat in 1939.

Dick’s strong interest in boats and the water lead
them to St. Pete Beach.  It seemed a good place to
begin a business. Over the next years he formed
Misener McEvoy Marine Construction with his
friend and beach resident, Carl McEvoy. Between the
1940s and the ‘70s, the company built 480 miles of
seawalls along the beaches and fingers of pumped

sand in Boca Ciega Bay.
Dick, Mary Jane and daughter Sue Ann loved the

island community and the people. He soon became
politically active and was very involved the city’s
growth serving two terms as mayor from 1970-1974.
They belonged to both the St. Petersburg Yacht Club
and the Pass-a-Grille Yacht Club where Dick served as
its commodore.

When the Don Cesar Hotel looked to be doomed
in 1970, Dick joined others and was a driving force to
save the structure and helped to restore and refurbish
it resulting in the Don being listed in 1975 on the
U.S. National Register of Historic Places.

And his business grew.  “I realized that waterfront
property was Florida’s basic asset,” he once said.  The
company expanded its operation becoming Misener
Marine Construction Inc. and replaced the walls of a
400-year old Spanish castle, replaced the Seven Mile
Bridge in the Florida Keys, and built barriers to pro-
tect the center supports of the new Sunshine Skyway.
The first span of the Skyway from the St. Petersburg
side is named after him in honor of his marine con-

struction efforts. Other projects
include building ports in
Belize, Barbados and the
Dominium Republic along with
pipelines in Puerto Rico and
Mexico.

In 1981 Misener took a six
year leave from his company to
explore a life outside of the busi-
ness world. The couple had
owned many boats, but in 1983
he and Mary Jane moved to
Monnickendam in the Netherlands
to keep check on the construction
of his new 103-foot yacht also
named the Tonga, which means
“Friendly Island.” It took nearly
two years for the building of the
steel vessel with an aluminum
superstructure, two 432-horse-
power diesel engines, a Jacuzzi,
many other luxury items and
trimmed with teakwood.

Once they set sail, they
stopped at many ports finally
arriving at their home on St, Pete
Beach. Dick hired a Dutchman,

Willem Racke, to help plan a cruise around the
world. However health issues and an undiagnosed
lung problem took Dick’s life in 1987. He told Mary
Jane he knew Racke would be fine to take the trip
they had planned. And she did, cruising the world
aboard the Tonga for the next six years.

Several months before his death, Dick resumed
the presidency of Misener Marine offices and yards in
Tampa. It was now a multi-million dollar corporation
and one of the largest marine builders in America,
building marinas world-wide and other projects
including a cruise-ship port in Miami, two Virginia
jobs, a 13.6 million Navy pier along with a 57.3-mil-
lion bridge. A long cry from a little seawall company
in St. Pete Beach.

Mary Jane recently celebrated her 100th birthday
and now lives with daughter Susie Tomion and son-
in-law Jon. She has three grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren. They spend summers in Indiana,
returning to a cypress beach cottage on the bay in
Pass-a-Grille for the winters. 

Mary Jane Misener (right) poses with daughter 
Susie Tomion for a cover in Lakefront Neighbors, 
a Best Version Media publication. The companion 

article about her first 100 years was written 
by Barbara Voris Eastman

Dick Misener with his hard hat (top left). Dick and early partner and 
friend Carl McEvoy stop for a photo (top right). The Misener & McEveoy

Marine Construction Company is pictured circa 1950 (bottom). It was 
located on two lots west of the Corey Bridge on 75th Avenue. Under 

Dick Misener’s leadership and a name change, it eventually became a 
multi-million dollar company with projects all over the world.
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Veterans Group Partners with City for
Annual Salute

Story and Photos by TIR Staff

The Veterans of South Pinellas County
(VSPC) and the City of St. Pete Beach are part-
nering for the 7th Annual Salute to the
Military on May 6 at Horan Park. It is one of
several annual events the city is supporting in
honor of its 60th anniversary throughout 2017. 

Unlike 2016 when the heavens opened up
on the event, the president of VSPC, St. Pete
Beach resident Harry Metz, is predicting warm
weather, no rain and clear skies.

Activities kick off at 10 a.m. with vendors,
an antique fire truck and military displays, a
silent auction and opportunities to win 50/50
raffles throughout the day. 

Opening ceremonies begin at 10:45 a.m.
and include a special presentation of colors,
and an induction ceremony where local
young men and women will be sworn into the
armed forces by Col. Mike Greiger USAF
(Ret.). 

The bands begin rockin’ the park at 
11:30 a.m. with The Boat of Us playing until
2 p.m. followed by Raizin’ Jane until 
4:45 p.m. The kids fishing tournament spon-
sored by Gulf to Bay Tackle on St. Pete
Beach is from noon to 2 p.m., and a blood
mobile will be there until 3 p.m. 

The  St. Pete Beach Fire Department will
be cooking burgers and hotdogs and there
will also be clam chowder flown in from
New England, large hot pretzels, ice cream,
pizza and adult beverages. 

The St. Pete Recreation Center staff has
been actively involved in coordinating the
event.   

“We are providing some logistical support
as well as taking care of entertainment and
sound,” says Jennifer McMahon, director of
the center. They are also helping the group

SALUTE continued from page 21

Five teens raise their right hands and repeat after 
retired LtCol. Carol Barkalow who administered the 

oath of enlistment at last year’s Salute to the Military.  
Despite closing the event five hours early the 

Veterans of South Pinellas County raised $9,000 
to support veteran-related charities.



There’s good news, bad news and better news for
people who can’t file or pay their taxes on time.

The good news: Just because you can’t file your
tax return by the April deadline (the 18th in 2017)
doesn’t mean you’ll be in trouble with the IRS. You
can request an automatic six-month extension of
time to file the tax return. 

There are several ways to request an automatic
extension. Tax professionals can file the application,
which can be found on the IRS website (look for
Form 4868), printed and mailed to the IRS or e-filed.
Whether taxpayers use a tax professional or submit
the application themselves, all or part of the estimate
of the income tax due can be paid with a check, cred-
it or debit card or by using the Electronic Federal Tax
Payment System. 

The bad news: But beware, there is a catch. An
extension is just an extension on the time to file the
return; it’s not an extension on the time to pay.

Taxpayers are required to estimate the amount of
tax that may be due with the tax return and remit
payment with the extension to avoid Failure to Pay
penalties. These penalties, plus interest, could accrue
until the tax is paid, regardless of the extension. If a

balance is still owed when the actual tax return is
filed, at least the penalties and interest will have been
minimized.

If it turns out you owe more money than you can
pay, try to file on time or file for an extension and
remit as much as possible to minimize penalties.
Payment plans may be worked out later.

If you get a notice from the IRS at any time, con-
tact your tax preparer immediately. If you didn’t have
someone prepare your return, you should contact a
licensed tax professional. 

The better news: You can get help before and after
you file from the only federally licensed tax practi-
tioners, enrolled agents (EAs). EAs, considered
America’s tax experts, have unlimited rights to repre-
sent you before the IRS. Enrolled agents are so called
because one can act as your “agent” before adminis-
trative levels of the IRS and talk to or meet with the
IRS in your stead. EAs must abide by a code of ethics
and complete many hours of continuing education
each year to ensure they are up to date on the con-
stantly changing tax code.

To find an enrolled agent nearby, visit the search-
able “Find a Tax Expert” directory at www.eatax.org.
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You may not have to file your income tax form in April.
Professional preparers can help you get an extension.

Facts on Filing Tax Extensions Without
Paying a Penalty

By NAPS
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By all measures Andrew Bustamante has been
very successful.  He is one of the few college-bound
students to get accepted into a military academy
each year, he succeeded while serving in the Air
Force and excelled as a CIA operations officer, but
it wasn’t enough. So the 37 year-old entrepreneur
left it all behind, moved to St. Pete Beach and start-
ed Me.Now. a community of individuals commit-
ted to trusting their ambition, living their passion
and creating an inspired future.

His son Sina, now 4, was his inspiration. “It
became apparent when I was a new dad that my
own life had been largely a series of decision
where I was faced with what I wanted to do versus
what I thought was the right thing to do,” he says
adding the right thing was defined by what others’
expected; his mom, his dad, the military and soci-
ety at large. 

“All my decisions were based on a matrix of what
was required by the military. It led to a career in the

government where again I’m doing what’s expected
…” He realized his successes were not giving him
any internal joy.  “I get promotions, I get the
awards, I get the assignments, but it’s not enough to
compel me to pursue great ambition; I just keep try-
ing hard enough to get the next little bang.”

Watching his son, he saw Sina’s passion to
explore and learn about the world that he once had
as a kid. “And that I carry with me even still today
under layers of responsible decision-making.  I
decided as he grew up, I had to do something dif-
ferent otherwise he would just follow the same
path that I was representing.”

He and wife Jihi, also with the CIA, left their
government careers to pursue their passions; to
pursue a life they wanted. It lead them to Florida
and to the beach.  “We built a life here. We took a
chance and it worked out for us.”

Me.Now. is not much of an income producer at
the moment, so Andrew is an executive advisor for
a Fortune 500 company.  True to his new philoso-
phy, he took the job because it met all his require-
ments: to work remotely from home with a salary
and days off that he wanted.  “I was able to negoti-
ate …I’d never tried to do that before, but now I
have this ideology that I’m a going to direct my
own course. It gave me the courage to try.”

Giving others the courage to try is what
Me.Now. is about. He says it is community where

people can find positive support for pursuing the
things they care about. 

“It all springs from the idea that when you do
what you love to do, that’s what you’re best at. We
have become a culture where what we want to do
comes second to what we need to do.
Responsibility takes priority over passion and, as a
result, we make decisions based on that."

Members have finished books that had stalled,
prioritized their activities in order to pursue an
early passion they had left behind, and one mem-
ber changed careers becoming a creative consultant
using his passion for photography and writing to
make a living. 

Andrew is passionate about using the skills he
learned in the CIA to manipulate people to moti-
vate others.  “What I found is when you live in a
world where manipulation is a fundamental pillar,
all relationships become manipulative relation-
ships. My manager was not motivating me he was
manipulating me, we were not motivating our
peers we were manipulating them.”

“Me.Now. is a catalyst for new thinking. I’m try-
ing to get people to realize we are all susceptible to
manipulative ways of thinking, but we can very eas-
ily apply the same concept in a positive manner
and build something instead of being torn down,”
he adds.

To learn more go to www.livemenow.com.

This screen shot shows the home page of Me.Now.  The inset photo at bottom left is a capture of 
the testimonials written by members about their experience with Me.Now, a community where 

members are encouraged to identify and make their passions a priority.

Andrew Bustamante, former Air Force and CIA officer
frolics with wife Jihi, also a former CIA officer and son

Sina, who inspired him to start Me.Now. 

Local Entrepreneur Helps Others Find Passion
By TIR Staff
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Russia Building North... The old nuclear ice-
breaker Lenin, once the pride and joy of the Soviet
Union's Arctic activities, now lies at perpetual
anchor in the frigid water there.  A relic of the Cold
War, it is now a museum.  But nearly three decades
after the Lenin was taken out of service to be turned
into a visitor attraction, Russia is again on the march
in the Arctic and building new nuclear icebreakers.
It is part of a push to firm Moscow's hand in the
High North as it vies for dominance with tradition-
al rivals Canada, the United States and Norway as
well as newcomer China.  Interviews with officials
and military analysts and reviews of government
documents show Russia's build-up is the biggest
since the 1991 Soviet fall and will, in some areas,
give Moscow more military capabilities than the
Soviet Union once had.  Under President Vladimir
Putin, Moscow is rushing to re-open abandoned
Soviet military, air and radar bases on remote Arctic
islands and to build new ones, as it pushes ahead
with a claim to almost half a million square miles of
the Arctic.  It regularly releases pictures of its troops
training in white fatigues, wielding assault rifles as
they zip along on sleighs pulled by reindeer. The
Arctic, the U.S. Geological Survey estimates, holds
reserves equivalent to 412 billion barrels of oil and
about 22 percent of the world's undiscovered oil
and gas.  The build-up, which echoes their moves in
Crimea and Kaliningrad, has been noticed in
Washington. U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis
described Moscow’s Arctic moves as “aggressive
steps” and pledged to prioritize developing a U.S.
strategy.  The Russian actions are causing jitters else-
where.  Some 300 U.S. Marines landed in Norway
in February for a six-month rotational deployment,
the first time since World War Two that foreign
troops have been allowed to be stationed there.

Fighting Mosquitoes - Maybe... Pay attention to
the ingredients of bug sprays and other repellents,
because they're not equally effective at warding off

mosquitoes that carry diseases like Zika virus,
researchers say. Products with DEET or oil of lemon
eucalyptus, which contains an ingredient known as
PMD, are more effective at repelling the Aedes
aegypti mosquito that carries Zika, chikungunya,
yellow fever and dengue, researchers found.
Wearable devices advertised as mosquito repellents
should largely be avoided, their data suggests. In
their study, researchers purchased and tested 11
products and altogether they tested five wearable
devices, five sprays and one candle, using human
volunteers who had not bathed or used deodorant
for at least 15 hours before the experiments.
Without any type of device or spray, about 89 to 91
percent of the mosquitoes were attracted to the vol-
unteers.  Of the five wearable devices, only one - the
OFF! Clip-on -  significantly reduced the number of
mosquitoes drawn to the participants' scents. The
attraction rate was only about 27 percent when peo-
ple were three feet from the cage.  The device uses a
fan to disperse an insect-repelling chemical known
as metofluthrin.  The other wearable devices includ-
ed a speaker to repel mosquitoes and three bracelets
that emitted different oils and none had any effect
on reducing attraction.  And like many of the wear-
able devices, the candle that contained citronella oil
did not significantly reduce the number of mosqui-
toes attracted to participants’ scents.  But, all of the
spray-on repellents significantly reduced the num-
ber of mosquitoes attracted to the participants, with
attraction rates varying from about 30 percent to
about 79 percent. The tested spray-ons generally
used DEET or oils like lemon eucalyptus. The
researchers wrote in the Journal of Insect Science
that consumers may feel a false sense of comfort
that they are protected by some of these devices
when they actually are not.

But That’s Not All.  “Iron Clad Contract”  came
about from the ironclad ships of the Civil War. It
meant something so strong it could not be broken.

Wayne’s World

Russia Building North…
Fighting Mosquitoes –
Maybe… and More…

By Wayne Shattuck

Jenson
By Sabrina O’Donnell

The doctor told me that the human heart
never stops beating, but the day I watched
Jenson fall out of the tree I would’ve sworn my
heart did just that. 

I remember the terror spreading up and down
my whole body as I watched the branch he was
standing on snap. He was right next to me one
second and then gone in the next. Just like that.

With a crash I watched him land on the
ground. I couldn’t get out of the tree fast
enough. I was practically falling myself. 

I remember crying and crying on my drive-
way when Jenson wouldn’t wake up. I just sat
there next to him on the ground shaking him
and praying that he was going to be okay.

The doctor told me that if we don’t eat lots of
food we’ll run out of energy, so as I dragged
Jenson up the driveway and into my house; I was
really glad that I had chosen to eat a big break-
fast that day. 

I plopped him onto the couch and held onto
his arm. I yelled his name over and over, but he
wouldn’t even open his eyes. 

The doctor told me that sometimes splashing
cool water on someone’s face can wake them up
if they pass out, but I splashed handful after
handful on Jenson and he didn’t budge. 

It felt like hours. What would my parents say
when they found out? They always warned me
not to climb up too high in the tree, and now
look what happened. 

The doctor told me that sometimes when
people are unconscious they can still hear you,
so I didn’t stop talking to Jenson even though he
wasn’t responding to what I was saying. 

I told him how much fun I have playing with
him and going exploring. I talked about how
happy I get when we play pirates, because most
boys don’t think a girl can play pirates, but he
always tells me I can do anything I want. 

When my parents came downstairs and saw
me crying on the floor next to the sofa, they
rushed over to see what had happened.

“What is it?!” My mom screamed.
“Are you hurt?!” My dad yelled. 
The doctor told me that sometimes when

people die instantaneously, like one would if
they hit their head too hard, they don’t feel any
pain.

“I…” I stuttered. “I think he’s dead. I think
Jenson’s dead.”

Mom and Dad both took a step back. I
watched my mom grab my dad’s arm, but Dad
looked more angry than sad. 

“He…” I continued. “He fell out of the tree
out front. I warned him about going too high.
I’m so sorry.” 

“It isn’t your fault honey,” my mom knelt
down next to me cautiously. 

“Yeah,” my dad yelled angrily. “Yeah we can
just all pretend that this is okay!”

Dad stormed out of the room and I started
crying again. Everything was falling apart. 

The next day my parents wanted me to go
visit someone. She was a very nice doctor lady
who wanted to talk to me all about Jenson and
what had happened. 

I told her I already knew a lot about what
doctors know; about your heart not stopping
and about splashing cold water on peoples’ faces
when they’re passed out. She told me she wasn’t
that kind of doctor.

She made me sit down and asked me a lot of
questions that I had to really think about the
answers to. When she looked at me her eyes
looked sad. 

She told me that Jenson didn’t die, that he
isn’t real, and that he never was.

Beverage Beat
A Ham, a Lamb, a Vino!

By Ellen L. Capitosti
Easter, is right around the corner. Time to gather

with friends and family around the table and celebrate.
Perhaps you are ending the Lenten season with some-
thing you gave up for Lent? If so, it is the time to
respectfully indulge in the luscious bounty you have
forsaken in the previous 40-plus days. 

A grand Easter tradition is ham. Whether your
pork is fresh and marinated in mojo; smoked or salty
country, ham is often the main meat event for
Easter.  It sticks to the ribs after a morning spent
munching on Easter candy and the occasional hard
boiled Easter egg. Ham also provides a base on
which to build the balance of the dinner, as well as a
foundation for the wines which should be served to
complement the fine springtime fare. For highly tex-
tured and less sweet smoked ham, try medium-bod-
ied fruity reds that have moderate acidity such as
Grenache-based reds, Primativo-Negroamoro,
Valpolicella, and Secco lambrusco. Pinot noir, as a
red with low tannins and high acid, slices perfectly
through the spirals of a sweet and sour baked ham
glaze. Depending on your taste, a sweeter wine may

be called for to go with a glazed ham. Fruity options
on the drier side would be riesling, chenin blanc or
a white zinfandel/merlot. If you are feeling a bit
more adventuresome in fruit, some great options to
try with a glazed ham are new world reds, such as
Australian shiraz, South African pinotage, or
American petite sirah.

Lamb is another luscious Easter main meat
favorite and it is a supremely wine-friendly meat.
Rack of lamb, roasted or grilled, when paired with a
Pinot Noir is a classic. Lamb is a strong flavor which
also lends itself well to pairing with a high tannin,
full-bodied cabernet sauvignon. If branching out,
cru Beaujolais, dry rose, and even vintage rose
Champagne work well with a rare, to medium rare,
young spring lamb.

Easter is a time of new beginnings and re-birth.
No matter what the meat is on the table, be adven-
turesome with the wine pairings. Try something new,
perhaps it will become a family favorite?

Ellen Capitosti is the owner of Tostis Spirits &
Fine Wines.
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REPLACE

by paying for two off duty police officers, waiving
the permit fees and park rental fees and assisting on
the promotion and marketing of the event.

“I actually think it is a great event with a great
cause and purpose. I am happy to be involved,”
she adds. 

“This is a family event and there is something
for the young and old to enjoy,” says Metz. “The
silent auction has many items to choose from like
a flight to Key West where you can spend the day
and fly back watching the beautiful Florida Sunset
or spend the day at the beautiful Feather Sound
Golf Course enjoying a foursome round of golf.”

Sponsorships are available and all donations
from sponsors, vendors and advertisers are tax
deductible and support Pinellas County veterans.
For general information or to become a supporter,

please call 727-322-5217 or visit VSPC on Facebook
at Veterans-of-South-Pinellas-County-Inc.

The VSPC is a 501(C)(3) charity and has given
more than $135,000 in cash and in-kind donations
to a variety of nonprofit groups that support veter-

ans. This year’s named benefactors are Support The
Troops and Heaven on Earth for Veterans. They
also fund two scholarships to local colleges, and
members provide assistance to veterans in immedi-
ate need as things arise.

This years Salute to the Military is May 6 in Horan Park and will feature a 
military induction ceremony, music, food, exhibits, auctions and raffles. 

SALUTE continued from page 17

As volunteers worked feverishly to pack things up 
at last years Salute, the entertainment continued 

keeping the “troops” morale up.

W W W . T H E I S L A N D R E P O R T E R . C O M
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TIMB Chamber Hosts Senate Staffer
Susie Perez Quinn, chief of staff for Senator Bill Nelson,

listened to concerns and updated local business leaders and
elected officials from Treasure Island and Madeira Beach at
a meeting hosted by the Treasure Island and Madeira Beach
Chamber. Topics were far ranging from tourism, offshore
drilling, beach nourishment and flood insurance to health
care, infrastructure, jobs and education.  Photo courtesy of
TIMB Chamber. 

Marine Max Celebrates Changes
Marine Max St Petersburg

unveiled their renewed facility on
Boca Ciega Bay with a grand re-
opening and ribbon cutting. They
have added more inventory and
expanded their storage capacity
with more slips and lifts.  Tampa
Bay Beaches Chamber members
and guests enjoyed live music,
hors d'oeuvres and cocktails. Info
at www.marinemax.com.

Photo by Bob Schlesinger, Tropical Focus.

All Seasons
Landscaping
Hosts Mixer

The owner and staff of All
Season Landscape and Nursery in
St. Pete turned their grounds into
the perfect place for a cozy
Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber
spring mixer.  Chamber staff
passed out Buy Beaches First 
T-shirts, an effort to promote local businesses and reinvest in the local commu-
nity keeping money closer to home.  Food and an open bar was provided by All
Seasons. Info at www.allseasonslandscapingandnursury.com.  

You Want to
Paint What? 

Carol Hayes and husband
Troy, owner of Engine 29
advertising, recently started
Lets Paint This. It offers
patrons a chance to unwind,
have fun and channel their
inner artist. No experience
required as their artists walk
people through each painting step-by-step. They supply the paint and the canvas
and the venue supplies the drinks. This event was hosted by Mastry’s Brewing
Company in St. Pete Beach. Info at www.letspainthis.com. 

Free Clinic to
Expand 

The St. Petersburg Free Clinic has
acquired a new building for its health cen-
ter thanks to a significant gift from retired
business executive David Baldwin. The
7,000 square foot facility on 4th Street
North will allow them to expand the health

care services they offer to south and mid-Pinellas County adults who don’t have ade-
quate access to health care. Last year, they provided 13,000 free basic health and well-
ness services. Photo by St. Pete Free Clinic. Info at stpetersburgfreeclinic.org.

Palms Brings
Virtual Reality to 
S. Pasadena

Virtual reality came to Palms of
Pasadena Hospital in mid-March dur-
ing a free health fair.  Participants had
the opportunity for an immersive
experience that made viewers feel like they were inside a human heart with three-
dimensional, 360-degree video that showcases the heart in exquisite detail. See more
on page 27. Photo by Palms of Pasadena Hospital staff.

Notable Achievements
Soup-er
Bowl Food
Drive a Huge
Success

This year’s “Soup-er
Bowl Food Drive for a
Safe Home” held in
January and February net-
ted enough non-perish-
able food to feed CASA
(Community Action
Stops Abuse) clients for five months.  As the official domestic violence center
for southern Pinellas County, CASA is a vital safety net for people either
trapped in abusive relationships or dealing with the hardships, trauma and
danger that may exist even after leaving an abuser. More than 50 organizations
volunteered to help, eventually filling over 200 large boxes with food includ-
ing Tierra Verde’s own Allen Collins Realty. Info at www.casa-st.pete.org.

Masons Sponsor Winning Team
The Gulf Beach

Masonic Lodge recently
sponsored the Celtics, a
Madeira Beach Recreation
youth basketball team,
which won the league
championship. Gulf Beach
Lodge is dedicated to sup-
porting the community
and its youth programs in
order to assist in building
a positive outlet for our
young people. The Lodge
encourages other organi-
zations and businesses to take part in supporting children and their sports
teams throughout the year.  Some notable Freemasons were George
Washington (and 15 other US presidents), Ben Franklin, Henry Ford, Red
Skelton, and General Douglas MacArthur. Info at www.gulfbeachlodge.org.

Business News

Volunteers Help Save Marine Wildlife
Forty volunteers participated in Tampa Bay Watch’s recent Mono Clean-a-

thon cleaning 50 miles of line (22.72 pounds of fishing line) which will be sent
to Berkley Fishing to be recycled into fishing equipment or fish habitats. The
group sorted through it to remove debris and cut out hooks and lures. This
line was collected from TBW’s 170 monotubes or fishing line recycling sta-
tions around Tampa Bay. Monotubes encourage the proper disposal of line
since it's a serious threat to birds and other wildlife.  Planet Love Life donated
eco-friendly raffle prizes including marine debris awareness bracelets.  Info at
www.tampabaywatch.org.
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ISLAND TOONS By Bruce W. Norris

Summer Camp Registration Now Open

Madeira Beach
The city’s recreation department is hosting

summer camps with weekly educational themes,
special field trips and indoor and outdoor activi-
ties for kids who have completed kindergarten -
8th grade. Camp hours are 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
The full session runs May 30—Aug 4 and is $750
for residents and $1,000 for non-resident. Half ses-
sions are May 30 - June 30 or July 3 - Aug. 4 and
are $375 and $500 respectively. A 10 percent sib-
ling discount is available as are weekly rates.  Info
at www.madbeachfun.com.

St. Pete Beach
The Academy of Performance Arts in St. Pete

Beach has summer camps in varying lengths.
Academy campers will be challenged with paint-
ing and drawing techniques, monologues and act-
ing games, dance routines and many more arts-
filled events. They also experience the technical
side of productions, such as writing scripts, mak-
ing scenery and costumes, running audio and
lighting boards or even playing in the house band
with occasional guest visits from local artists,
actors and dancers. 

Sessions are from 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. with
openings May 29-June 2, June 5-9, June 11-23,
June 26-30,  July 3-14, July 16-August 4 (features
the BIG Show) August 7-11 and August 14-18.
Two and three week long camps will conclude
with performances on the last Friday and then
outdoors live for the general public on the follow-
ing Saturday night. The Single week sessions are
$175 each; Two week sessions are $350 and the
three week session is $500. Info at www.academy-
ofperformancearts.com. 

The St. Pete Beach Recreation Department
offers camps designed to develop campers’ inde-
pendence, self-esteem, and peer relationships.
they teach the importance of a healthy, active
lifestyle, develop an appreciation for the arts and
outdoors, and develop creativity and free play.
Camp runs from May 30 - Aug. 4 and is open to
all children who have completed kindergarten
through 6th grade. The camp is Mon. - Fri. from
7: 30 a.m. - 5 p.m. with before care at 7 a.m. The
weekly resident fee is $80 for the first child and
$65 for siblings. Non-resident fee is $100 per week
and $85 for siblings. Before care is $5 and $6 and
after care from 5 - 6 p.m. is $15 and $18 respec-
tively. Info at www.spbrec.com

St. Petersburg
The St. Petersburg Museum of history is host-

ing a newly launched City Builders Summer
Camp for 15 fourth through sixth
graders June 12 - 16. Using the muse-
um’s resources, campers will learn
about the history of St. Petersburg,
architecture, preservation, and gov-
ernment to determine what it takes
to make a great city. The camp is
$195.  Info at www.spmoh.com.

Tierra Verde
Tampa Bay Watch (TBW) is offer-

ing summer camps for children with
an interest in marine science and
who love going to the beach and
finding animals.  The marine ecolo-
gy camps promise fun in the sun and
the marine ecology of Tampa Bay
and its inhabitants!

Sea Monkeys is for kids ages 6-8
and offers an introduction to the
marine environment. There are
openings in their full day camps:

June 12-16, July 24-28 and July 31 - Aug. 4; 
half-day sessions are open July 10-14 and July 
17-21. Tampa Bay Discovery camp is a full-day for
kids 9-14 and offers an in depth look at what
makes Tampa Bay one of the most incredible estu-
aries in the world. They currently have openings
June 26-30 and July 10-14.

Both camps are held at the TBW Marine and
Education Center on the Shell Key Preserve. Info
at  www.tampabaywatch.org.

Treasure Island
The City of Treasure Island Recreation

Department will have two camps for children this
summer.  A 10-week recreational camp for ages 
5 to 13 is May 30 through Aug. 4, with a mini-
camp Aug. 7 - 9. Camp is 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Before and after care is available
for an additional fee and there are family dis-
counts. Activities include games, sports, arts and
crafts, parties, guest speakers and entertainment,
movies, field trips and much more. Registration
begins Apr. 10 at the Recreation Department, 
120 108th Ave. Info at www.mytreasureisland.com 

Junior Tennis Camps for kids 8 years old
through high school will be held at the Treasure
Bay Golf and Tennis, 10315 Paradise Blvd.,
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.- noon. Info
at (727) 360-6062.

Campers at The Academy of Performance
Arts (APA) Summer Camp last year participated 

in a range of art-related activities.
Photo courtesy of APA.

Students at Tampa Bay Watch (TBW) summer camps learn all about
the marine environment and participate in restoration projects.

Photo courtesy of TBW. 
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Puzzlers can find the answers to all these brain teasers at
www.TheIslandReporter.com under “Puzzles”

ANSWERS ON PAGE 11
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Gulfport
Apr. 5 & 15: Gulfport Art-Walk, 6 - 10 p.m.

Beach Blvd. S., Waterfront District. 
Apr. 8: Latin Music by the Bay, 1 – 9 p.m.

Latin music festival featuring recording artists
Orchestra Fuego, The Latin Jazz Knights, 
Freddy Montez, Victor J. Moreno with Esther
Suarez, and Eddie Garrido. A portion of proceeds
benefit Michael J. Yakes Foundation. Tickets are
$15 and discounted for military and first 
responders. Food and drinks available. Info at
www.gulfportcitylimits.com.

Apr. 14 & 15: Springfest Garden Art & Faerie
Festival, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Family-friendly enchant-
ed village inhabited by costumed faeries, sprites,
gnomes, ogres and trolls. Activities and entertain-
ment including a Good Friday Fish Fry and excit-
ing carnival rides. Volunteers needed.  Clymer Park,
Gulfport Blvd. S. and Beach Blvd. S. Info at
Facebook/GulfportSpringfest.

Apr. 28 - 30: Gulfport Grand Prix, Times and
activities vary. Boat races featuring 120-mile-an-
hour Formula Powerboats, vendors, antique boat
show and pit area. Free to the public. Shore
Boulevard.  Info at www.gulfportgrandprix.com.

Gulfport Public Library: Go to events at
www.mygulfport.us/gpl for library events or visit at
5501 28th Ave S.

Each Week
Gulfport Fresh Market: Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 

3 p.m. 3007 Beach Blvd. Info at 727-278-4285.  Jan.
10 is Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA.

Gulfport Toastmasters: Wednesdays, 6:15 -
7:30 p.m. Community Room, Gulfport Public
Library.  5501 28th Ave. S. Info at 727-537-9098,
info@gulfporttoastmasters.com or www.gulfport-
toastmasters.com.

SoTangerine Market: Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tangerine Greenway, 5022 Tangerine Ave. Info at
727-439-0164.

Throughout the Month
Gulfport Casino: Dance Lessons. $5 for 

members, $8 for non-members. Gulfport Casino:
5500 Shore Blvd. S.  Info at www.mygulfport.us.

Senior Center Events: Calendar available 
at www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org or 727-893-
1231.

Madeira Beach
Apr. 27- 29: King of the Beach Fishing

Tournament, times vary. Fishing tournament, live
music and festival. Food and drinks, auctions and
raffles, kids play zone and boat showcase. Free
parking and shuttle. Info at www.oldsaltfishing,org. 

Each Week
Wednesdays: Madeira Beach Morning

Market, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Open air market in 
downtown Madeira Beach. Info at www.thebeach-
markets.com.

S. Pasadena
Mar. 31 - Apr. 2: 30th Annual Artspring

Exhibition, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Free art show featuring
innovative and traditional artwork by over 
100 local artists. City Hall, 7047 Sunset Dr. S. Info
at www.mysouthpasadena.com. 

St. Pete Beach
Apr. 8: Oral Cancer Foundation’s Walk/Run

For Awareness, 6 a.m. registration, 8 a.m. race.
Hosted by St. Petersburg College dental hygiene
students and OCF. Entertainment, raffles, food
and awards. Rain or shine. Hurley Park, 1500 Pass-
A-Grille Way. Info at www.oralcancer.org.

Apr. 28 & 29: Beach Goes Pops, 5 - 10 p.m.
Two evenings of surf, sand and music. Free. Food
and drink vendors, Saturday Chillin’ on the Grille
Lounge experience; tickets are $100 or $125 and
include choice of food from 2 food trucks and 
tickets for food from any other vendor, unlimited
beer, wine and Prosecco. Gulf Way & 9th Ave. Info
at www.beachgoespops.com.

All month
60th Anniversary T-Shirts On Sale. The city is

selling commemorative shirts. Wear it the second
Friday of each month all year for special promo-
tion/discount by sponsors. Short sleeve, $20; long
sleeve $25. St Pete Beach Community Center, 
7701 Boca Ciega Dr. Call 727-363-9245.

May 6: Mark Your Calendar-7th Annual
Salute to the Military, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Music, ven-
dors, food, beer, wine, military exhibits, military
induction ceremony, kids fishing tournament.
Hosted by the Veterans of South Pinellas County.
Horan Park, 7701 Boca Ciega Dr. Info at Facebook
under Veterans of South Pinellas County.

Each Week
Corey Avenue Sunday Market, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Open air market.  Live music. Info at
www.TampaBayMarkets.com.

St. Pete Beach Public Library. Check the
library section of   www.stpetebeach.org for the 
latest events.

All Month
Play Shuffleboard, Games are Tues, Thurs. &

Sat., 10 a.m. to noon. No experience necessary.
PAG Shuffleboard Club at 10th Ave. Info at 
727-360-1858 or 727-367-6937.

St. Petersburg
Apr. 1: 2nd Annual Rob Shingler, Sertoma

Shuffleboard for Speech Tournament, 11 a.m. - 
3 p.m. Play shuffleboard and raise money to benefit
Johns Hopkins All Children's hospital speech and
hearing division. Sponsored by the S. Petersburg
SERTOMA club (Service to Mankind). A donation
of $25 per person includes a double elimination
tournament, lunch, a beverage, (You may bring your
own) and cookies. Info at 727-433-3075.

Apr. 4: 14th Annual “Unhappy Hour,”
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Local businesswomen mark
National Equal Pay Day. Hosted by Business and
Professional Women (BPW)/St. Petersburg-
Pinellas. Ruth’s Chris Steak House 131 2nd Ave. N.
info at www.new.bpwstpetepinellas.org.

Apr. 5: Nominate a Local Hero, Nominations
are being accepted through Apr. 5 for the “Local
Heroes” Award, which recognizes three 
St. Petersburg residents for community service. The
awards will be presented during the “Rock, Stars
and Stripes” concert Apr. 14 at the Mahaffey
Theater. Nominations may include anyone who
deserves recognition for the work they do to bene-
fit the community. Info at www.rockstarsand-
stripesshow.com.

Apr. 7: A Good Night’s Sleep Dessert
Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Commemorate the
40th anniversary of CASA and raise money to help
them cover program and service expenses. Info at
casa-stpete.org.

Apr. 8: Second Saturday Art Walk, 5 - 9 p.m.
Take in the St. Pete arts scene after hours. Info at
www.stpeteartsalliance.org.

Apr. 9: Violin Concert featuring Ryan
Meehan, 2 p.m. Free, public concert hosted by
ASPEC at Eckerd College. Lewis House, 4200 54th
Ave. S. Info at www.eckerd.edu/aspec.

Apr. 21: Developing Champions Breakfast, 
8 a.m. - 9 a.m. Raise funds and learn about 
mentoring children. Special guest Mayor Rick
Kriseman.  Benefits the First Tee of St. Petersburg.
Tickets $50. Vinoy Hotel, 501 5th Ave. NE. Info at
www.thefirstteestpetersburg.org.

Apr. 22 & 23: 31st Annual Green Thumb
Festival, Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sun. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Garden Club of St Petersburg Flower Show,
“BLAST FROM THE PAST,” & Children’s Plant
Fair.  500 Sunset Dr, S. Info at www.gardenclubst-
petersburg.org.

Apr. 29: Blue Ribbon Gala, 6:30 p.m.
Fundraiser for Angles Against Abuse. Cocktail
reception, silent auction, dinner, live auction and
dancing. Semi-formal attire, black tie optional.
Hilton Carillon Park, 950 Lake Carillon Dr. Info at
www.angelsagainstabuse.org.

May 15: Mark Your Calendar - First Tee
Fishing Cup “Snook Tournament,” 6 a.m. fishing
starts. Prizes for longest fish. Benefits First Tee of
St. Petersburg. Isla del Sol Yacht & Country Club.
Info at www.TheFirstTeeStPetersburg.org.

Each Week
Mondays: Toastmasters, 6:15 p.m. PARC, 

3190 Tyrone Blvd. N. Info at: 727-422-8856.
Saturdays: St. Petersburg Saturday Morning

Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Open air market at Al Lang
Field parking lot, First Avenue S. and 1st Street.
Info at www.saturdaymorningmarket.com.

Tierra Verde
Apr. 15:  6th Annual Tierra Verde Car Show,

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. As many as 125 classic vehicles
plus music by DJ Tommy Tunes, food from local
restaurants and kids’ activities. Sponsored by Tierra
Verde Business Partnership to benefit Eckerd SAR.
1110 Pinellas Bayway S. Info at www.tierraverde-
businesspartnership.com/

Treasure Island
Apr. 1: Annual Spring Salute Car & Truck

Show & Benefit, 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Cars, silent 
auction, 50/50 raffles, live music, food & beer. Free
and benfits charity. Treasure Island Community
Center, 154 106th Ave. Info at www.islandneigh-
borchamber.org under events.

Apr. 12: A Salute to our Nation, 2 p.m. Free
patriotic concert by the South Pasadena
Community Band. TI Community Center, 1 Park
Place & 106th Ave. Info at www.southpasadena-
band.com.

Apr. 22: Monte Carlo Night, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Fundraiser hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Sunshine
City.  Games of chance, silent auction, food and
drinks. $25. Benefits high school youth programs.
Treasure Island Community Center, 154 106th
Ave. Info at Facebook under Kiwanis Club of
Sunshine City.

Each Week
Thursday Bingo, 6:45 p.m. Early bird, 

7:45 p.m. Regular. Cash prizes. Snack bar & free
coffee.  Hosted by the Treasure Islettes. Treasure
Island Community Center 1 Park Place and 
106th Avenue.

Seminars, Classes and Announcements
Become a Lifeguard. Participants must be 

15 years or older and must complete a pre-test.
Classes are 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. April 22, 23, 29 & 30 and
May 13, 14, 20 & 21. Participates must attend all
four days. $160 for St. Pete Beach residents/ $180
non-resident. St. Pete Beach Aquatic Center. Info at
www.spbrec.com.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 78 Safe
Boating Classes, 7 p.m., each Tuesday. A 13 week
continuous cycle of classes; start at your conven-
ience; includes 400 pages of materials. Arrive the
first time at 6:30 p.m. to register. $40 for 13 weeks
($55 for couples sharing a  manual). Call Jim at 
727-360-4846, Warren at 727-321-7801, or Phil at
865-2226. 1500 Pass-a-Grille Way, St. Pete Beach.  

Apr. 4: Your “Highway” Signs, Apr. 11: Rules of
the Nautical Road, Apr. 18:  Boating Safety, Apr.
25: Introduction to Navigation, May 2: Powering
Your Boat

All Month 
St. Pete Beach Recreation Center Classes,

Classes in art, dance, self defense for women and a
variety of other topics throughout the month.
Classes for kids too. Go to www.spbrec.com for a
complete listing or call 727-363-9245.

Treasure Island Art Guild Workshops, Info at
treasureislandartguild.org. 

Each Month
Suncoast Hospice Caregiver Education and

Support, Gain new skills, self-confidence and emo-
tional support with Suncoast Hospice’s caregiver pro-
grams. Info at www.suncoasthospice.org/caregivers

Golf Tournaments
Apr. 21 & 21: PARC’s 43rd Annual Golf

Tournament, Friday Night “Viva Las Vegas”
themed party at NOVA 535, 535 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. St. N., St. Petersburg. Live entertainment,
casino tables, slot machines, food and limited open
bar. $100 per person. Saturday golf check-in at
11:30 a.m.; 1 p.m shotgun start. Games, contests,
food and libations on the course, followed by
awards dinner. Bayou Club, 7979 Bayou Club
Blvd., Largo. Info at www.parc-fl.org.

Local Events, Activities & Announcements
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

MISCELLANEOUS
COMCAST HI-SPEED INTERNET
$29.99/mo (for 12 mos.) No term
agreement. Fast Downloads!
PLUS Ask About TV (140
Channels) Internet Bundle for
$79.99/mo (for 12 mos.) CALL 1-
866-204-0475
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER!
Only $39.99/mo. Plus
$14.99/mo. Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE
HD-DVR. Call 800-438-8168
FAST INTERNET! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Avail Anywhere. Speeds to 15
mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo.
Call for Limited Time Price 1-
800-958-6917
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press
of a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if
you can’t reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 800-370-
4824!
NEW AT&T INTERNET OFFER.
$20 and $30/mo plans avail-
able when you bundle. 99%
Reliable 100% Affordable.
HURRY, OFFER ENDS SOON.
New Customers Only. CALL
NOW 1-888-274-1454

SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles! Order the best exclusive
cable and satellite deals in
your area! If eligible, get up to
$300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-736-9957
SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY. TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We
buy your existing contract up
to $500! 1-800-348-7941
SUPPORT our service mem-
bers, veterans and their fami-
lies in their time of need. For
more information, visit the
Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in
2-Year Price Guarantee
($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for
Three Months, No Cost! Call 1-
800-769-1035
DIVORCE $50 to $240*.
Covers children, etc. Only one
signature required! *Excludes
govt fees. Call 1-888-498-
7075. Extn 200. Baycor &
Associates, Established 1973.

ARE YOU IN PAIN AFTER HER-
NIA REPAIR SURGERY? You
may qualify for significant
compensation. CALL NOW
800-993-0740 UNITEDLAW

SERVICES
A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-800-671-9104.
I BUY RV’S $$$$ If You Would
Like A WHOLESALE Cash Offer
On Your 2005 Or Newer
Motorhome Call 817-899-
6090
PRIVATE ADOPTION Living/
Medical Expenses Paid. Select
& Meet a Loving Family to Care
for Your Child. Call 24/7
Attorney Charlotte Danciu. 1-
800-395-5449 www.adoption-
surrogacy.com FL Bar
#307084

FINANCIAL
HAVE 10K IN DEBT? National
Debt Relief is rated A-Plus with
the BBB. You could be debt free
in 24-48 months. Call 1-866-
465-4307 now for a free debt
evaluation.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you
behind paying your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification? Is
the bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner's Relief Line
now for Help. 866-796-3984
SELL YOUR STRUCTURED SET-
TLEMENT OR ANNUITY PAY-
MENTS FOR CASH NOW. You
don't have to wait for your future
payments any longer! Call 1-800-
994-5789
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-
860-6175 to start your applica-
tion today!

HEALTH & MEDICAL
ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop
smoking with TBX-FREE!
Clinically proven. More effective
than patch or gum! Fast acting?
No Side Effects. 88% success
rate! Just $1.67 per day with 1
month supply. CALL 1-800-317-
0953
CHRONIC PAIN? Call Us to See if
Your Private Insurer Covers a
TENS Unit. Why Not Relieve Your
Pain at Home? Comfort.
Convenience. Complete Medical
Solutions. CALL 1- 888-658-
8691

GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-
relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-
752-2108
MOBILEHELP, America's
Premier Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether You're Home
or Away. For Safety and Peace of
Mind. No Long Term Contracts!
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-
844-673-3069

AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815.
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR
RV? Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane
Society. Call 1- 800-831-6309
CLASSIC 1989 PORSCHE 911 -
Go to: www.116Adalia.com/
porsche for photos & information

FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT
Complete Treatment Program.
Available: Participating Hardware
Stores and Lowe's Home Centers

EDUCATION
AVIATION CAREERS - Hands
on training for career opportu-
nities in aviation, manufactur-
ing and more. Financial aid for
qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-
314-5838
DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Learn to drive for Stevens
Transport! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! New drivers can earn
$900+ per week! PAID LOCAL
CDL TRAINING! 1-888-743-
1573 drive4stevens.com

HELP WANTED
SURROGATE MOTHER NEED-
ED To Carry Our Baby!
Generous Compensation and
Expenses Paid. Call Attorney
Charlotte Danciu 1-800-395-
5449 www.adoption-surroga-
cy.com FL Bar #307084
$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn
Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR
LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-
405-7619 Ext 320 www.easy-
work-greatpay.com

  Florida Statewide Network Ads
For information on placing a network ad that will run throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers, 

contact the classified department at 727-631-4730, or via email at info@theislandreporter.com.

RESERVE A BUSINESS CARD SPACE TODAY! Email: info@theislandreporter.com
Black/White Business Card Ads: $60 or buy three get one free.
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Bay Life Art 
Steals the Show

Eight area artists were featured at this
year’3s Bay Life Art Show hosted by

Tampa Bay Watch (TBW).  A portion of
the proceeds from the art sales supports
TBW’s environmental restoration projects
to restore the bay’s ecosystem and chil-

dren's educational programs.
Photos courtesy of TBW.

Palms Hosts Health Fair
Virtual reality came to Palms of Pasadena

Hospital (Palms) during their third 
annual health and wellness fair. 

In addition to an  immersive experience
inside a virtual heart, there were K-9

demonstrations, first responder vehicles
and information on fire safety along 

with blood pressure screenings.
Photos by Palms staff.

The Island Reporter Picture Page
Casino Royale Raises 

Money for Vets
The St Pete West Rotary hosted approximately 

300 people at the Armed Forces History Museum 
for their 4th Annual Casino Royale for charity 

in March. Organizers estimate they raised over
$30,000 for Heaven on Earth for Veterans, Claybaker

DUSTOFF Foundation and scholarships.
TIR staff photos.

Island Festival Celebrates
Milestone Anniversaries

St. Pete Beach teamed with the Gulf Beaches Historical
Museum for the 2017 Island Festival, an annual

fundraiser for the museum. The event honored the city’s
60th anniversary and the centennial anniversary of the
museum building.  Performance by students from The
Academy for Performance Art entertained the crowd.
There was a car show, vendors and about 700 people
went through the museum. The most ever in one day.

TIR staff photos.
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We need more inventory, and would love to add your property to our rental inventory to be featured on our web sites. Our team of professionals have been serving your community for over 25 years. CALL US TODAY!

LOTS OF LOTS! 
1) Twin lots! on 7th
Ave side by side,
$249,000 each. 
Call Brent Travis,

Realtor
727-902-5255. 

2) Large Park St. Lot. $375,000. 
3) Lakefront Lot, Oceanview Dr. $650,000.

4) Fabulous Greenland Preserve, 
1.3 Acre lot w/ covered boatslip, $1,100,000.

Call Randall Ierna, Broker/Realtor 727-647-0813

Large Sands Point Pool Home. 
Great Room, 3 B/R & 2 Ba 2 CAR Gar & 

2 Large Bonus Rooms. $500,000. 
Call Randall Ierna, Realtor 727-647-0813

TREASURE ISLAND - Walk to the beach
from this 3BR/3BA waterfront town-

house with private elevator. $559,900
MLS U7795606 Call Gabrielle Bettig,

Realtor 727-385-9017

Resort Style Living can be yours 
at the Village.  B eautifully renovated  

2/2 Village condo. In elevator building,
private balcony, some water view.
Cov. pkg, stor, tennis, heated pools,

clubhouse, gated. 
Ju st reduced to $269,900 

Judy Bader , Realtor  727-698-3831
or - if you need a place with space -

Spacious Village Waterfront Townhouse 
2- 2 1/2 plus garage and bonus room. 

Huge kitchen,  su nken living room, balconies all levels. 
Resort style amenities - gated. $322,000 Judy Bader  , Realtor   727-698-3831

Tierra Verde 3/2.5/1 car rarely 
available! $329,900. 

Gary Steinhauer, Broker Assoc. 
727-642-4855

TERN BAY TOWNHOMES/Spacious
and bright 3BR/3BA with oversized

2 car garage end unit. 
$314,900/MLS U7805629 

Call Gabrielle Betting, Realtor
727-385-9017

TIERRA VERDE

BUSINESS OF THE

YEAR 2016

Don't pass up this 
opportunity to own this

spacious townhouse
located on Tierra Verde!

You will feel right at
home with wood 

flooring and two wood
burning fireplaces both
in the living room and 

master suite.  Enjoy new appliances, cove molding and much
more.  The ample garage will hold 2 or more cars with plenty of

room left for storage. The inviting pool will be a great way to
cool down after a long day.  Offered for sale at $279,900.  Call
Cheryl Schmidt, Realtor, today!  727-647-4071  mls # U7805131

Century 21 Coast to Coast
150 Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, FL 33715

727-867-8633

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED

BEST PRICE WATERFRONT HOME ON 
GRAND CANAL, TIERRA VERDE

Deep sail boat water, 80ft. seawall, 
0 bridge to Gulf, 445 3rd. Ave. N. 

3/2 completely remodeled with pool. 
For more details and a private showing 

contact Michael Sorah, Realtor (727) 692-6013 
www.saintpetebeachhomes.com

Beautiful, unique, 3 bedroom, 2 bath
on a large 5 sided cul-de-sac lot 
on the Island of Tierra Verde. The

kitchen is a gormet delight and the
home features gorgeous tile and
laminate flooring. Over 2,200 ft 

of island living and priced to sell 
at $495,000 Randall Ierna, 

Realtor, 727-647-0813

Are you looking to sell your home…find a new home?
Let me do a  free no obligation Market analysis of your home and area.
I can do the job, and do it right! Call or email Kim Shuey, Realtor 727-488-7627
shueyk19@gmail.com  Century 21 Coast to Coast


